MONEY LESSONS
STEWARDSHIP AND HARD WORK
 “Take your shoes off before you come in the house!”   
 “Turn off the lights when you leave a room!”   
“Pick up your things; don’t let them all over the house!” 
  “Don’t jump on the beds and furniture!”   
	As children, we are taught to take care of our things.   Moms and Dads have been repeating these lines for decades.   Did you know that when you say these things you are actually teaching your children a Biblical principle?   You are teaching them stewardship.   That’s the focus of our money lesson this month.  
Money Lesson #7  Stewardship 
	Stewardship is the next part of money management.   A steward is a person who manages another’s property or financial affairs.   To manage means to direct or control how something is used.   We manage and control God’s money and God’s possessions that He allows us to have here on earth.  This was a lesson my Mom instilled in my brother and I while we were growing up.   She taught us that everything we have comes from God and belongs to God.     It is our job to take care of the things He has given us and be good stewards over them.      
The first part of stewardship is training our minds to believe our lives belong to God.      We are His children, living in His kingdom.   He allows us to possess money and things.   We then are stewards over them.  How do you see money?    Is it yours?   Did you work hard to earn it and think you have the right to spend it on what you want?   Is your attitude: “I tithe and the rest is mine.”?   If so, you need the Holy Spirit to renew, reeducate and redirect your thinking to the way God thinks.  
Romans 12:2 says, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  This is a new way of thinking.  Yes, the 10% tithe goes to God, but the whole paycheck is His.    We must train our brains to  think “What I have is God’s and I must pray about how to use the money He allows me to earn.   I must ask Him what I should buy, and how I should spend His money.”   It takes practice to retrain our thinking.   
So let’s answer a few questions.  How do you spend God’s money concerning your house? Do you keep up with repairs?   Are you keeping it in running shape?   Or are you spending God’s money on pleasure first?   
While I was growing up, I had two examples of stewardship set before me.  My Mom was very strict in taking care of what God gave her.  It came from her background.   Her mother was an immigrant and prized her belongings by taking very good care of them.  It came natural to my Mom to be grateful and do the same.     This is how she raised my brother and me.   
On the other hand, my Dad had just the opposite viewpoint.  Stewardship was always a matter of contention in their marriage.  She tried to keep up with the house, but my Dad wanted to do things the cheapest way possible.   His choices resulted in many projects being avoided or needing to be redone just a few years after they were completed.  So I have seen the results of not being a good steward over what God gave us.   The consequences were wasted money, wasted efforts, and debt.   
After we went through our financial crisis, the entire family began living by the stewardship principles.   When we did a project we used quality materials and did it to the best of our abilities.   Everyone began taking better care of the possessions God gave us.   There’s something about living on a budget in which money is limited that makes you more appreciative for the things God gives you.    Through the years of remodeling and repairing our home, my brother and I developed a new appreciation for what God had given us.   Out of that appreciation, we committed ourselves to being good stewards of those things and putting forth the effort to take care of them.   
WHAT EXACTLY AM I A STEWARD OVER?
1.  	Your relationship with God.  Hebrews 2:3 and Phil. 2:12
2.  	Your job and the money you earn from doing that job.  God holds us responsible for how well we do our job.  If we do it right; if we do it well and to the best of our abilities.  Ecclesiastes 9:10
4.  	The money you earn and how you spend it.
5.  	Your house, how you take care of it.  Do you keep it clean?  Do you keep it repaired?  Do you buy quality furniture that will last longer?   Ecclesiastes 10:18
6.  	Your cars.  Is the oil changed regularly?  Do you replace the tires when needed?  Do you keep up with repairs or are you running it to the ground?   Do you wash it and keep the inside clean?   
7.  	Your lawn.  Do you keep your lawn equipment in good, running order?  Do you fertilize the lawn?  Do you take care of your plants?
8.  	Your time.  What do you do with your time?  Is it your time or God’s time?  How do you spend it?  Do you put you first or God?  Do you focus on pleasure or stewardship? 
9.  	Your Budget.  Do you have a budget?   This is only way you can keep an accounting of God’s money.  A budget shows you what bills need paid and you have a record of how the money is being spent.   Some consider a budget time consuming and annoying.  This is not God’s opinion.  
10. 	Balancing a checkbook is being a good steward.   Do you take the necessary time to balance your checkbook?  If not, how will you know how to use God’s money correctly?    
11.  	Reevaluating our budgets from time to time is necessary and shows good stewardship.  When we needed to find more money in our budget we prayed and asked God what we could change.  Under consideration is changing our television provider.  This would save considerable money.  We already switched our car and house insurance to a new company after being with the old one 35 years.  This helped us save hundreds.  We are still asking and seeking His wisdom and advice.	
Do you pray about your budget and money?   Do you ask God how to spend the money?   Do you seek His advice?   (Ephesians 5:10)   Do you submit your will to His will about money, what you do with it, how to spend it?   We must recognize stewardship as God’s will and way for living in His Kingdom.   We must learn how to be a steward.    We should submit our will to God’s will and what He wants us to do with His money and possessions.    It becomes a new way of living.    It is living in God’s kingdom, keeping His rules, doing His will and living His way.   This is life in the army of Jesus Christ.  		If you are a Mom, you need to teach your children this principle.   They need to understand that everything they have comes from God.   This includes your house, their clothes, their toys, and their school books.   Teach them that cleaning their room is a way of thanking God for their room.     As they grow older, teach them to thank God for their allowances or the ability to work outside the home.   Instruct them to see all of their money, time, and possessions as a gift from God to be used in God’s service.   Most importantly, instill in them the sense of purpose that comes from seeing their lives as a gift from God.   As they make choices like who to date or what college to go to, they need to consult God and find out what He wants them to choose.   After all, if they are Christians they belong to Him.  
	Honestly, the best way to teach stewardship is to live a life of surrendered gratefulness in front of your children.   I learned this principle from my Mom.   She recognized that her life and everything in it belonged to God.    Out of this attitude, she submitted to whatever He wanted for her life.   Her life expressed a true love and appreciation for the God Who loved her and wanted her.    She took care of her house because God gave it to her.   She raised my brother and I to serve God.   She served other people as a service to Jesus.   She modeled stewardship with her life and her possessions to the best of her ability.   They say the best way to lead is by example, and her example taught my brother and I the stewardship principle.   I encourage all parents to examine their lives to see whether they are teaching their children that we need to be good stewards over all that God has given us. 

Money Lesson #8  The Value of Hard Work
	Proverbs 14:23 says, “All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty.”   One of the lessons we need to learn to live according to God’s money principles is hard work.   
It seemed we were on the road to financial recovery.   Within a year of our financial crisis we learned to live on a budget, paid off our debt, and established a savings account.   Who knew that was only the beginning of the money lessons God had to teach us?   
As I said before, my Mom did her absolute best to be a good steward over the home and possessions God gave us.   She cleaned, painted, and repaired everything she could.   However, it was a constant battle with my Dad, who didn’t see the need.     Because of his attitude, compromises had to be made.    Some repairs he refused to do, and other times he insisted on cheaper materials.   Well, the day had come to pay the piper.   One by one, things began breaking and needing repaired or replaced.   
The first thing to go was the garage door.   It had to be replaced.   With a new attitude, the family decided to replace it with a quality door that would last for years.   One after another projects presented themselves to us.    It soon became apparent that there was a lot of work to be done.   That’s when my brother and I learned lesson #8:  The value of good, old-fashioned, do-it-yourself style work.   
Let me be honest, until this time I never intended to learn to do home repair projects.   It was my dream to marry well and hire someone to do all the work.   Back then I was young and immature and didn’t understand the value of money.   When we started living on a budget, the value of money and learning to live within its limitations became very real to my brother and I.   (This is one reason I encourage all parents to include your children in the family budget.)   As contractors came and gave bids it became apparent that sacrifices had to be made somewhere.   We either pitched in as a family to do the work ourselves, or our standard of living tightened drastically.   We chose to become do-it-yourselfers.   
	We learned to paint, wallpaper, demolish things, drywall, and insulate.     We learned to install windows and doors.    My brother and I ripped out and replaced old floors.   As a family, we re-landscaped our entire yard.   We learned to lay brick, replace siding, and build sidewalks.  It was awesome!    The girl who was never going to learn to do these things turned out to really enjoy doing projects.   It was empowering and exciting.   We developed new skills and opened new avenues of creativity.      
There were other benefits as well.   First, we saved a lot of money on labor.    We were able to use a portion of our savings toward higher quality materials that would last longer.    Secondly,  we learned so much.    After this experience, I look at homes, finances, and possessions in a completely different way.    My immature attitudes are gone.   I now see a home as a gift from God to be treasured and appreciated.     Instead of thinking I need a big house to impress people, I understand that the larger the house the more things that need replaced and repaired.   These projects taught us to consider more than just mortgage payments when buying a home.   You need to consider repair and replacement costs.     As we hammered, screwed, painted and papered, my brother and I grew up and matured.  These years taught us the stewardship principle better than a hundred sermons ever could.  
	Let me encourage you:  If you are facing home repairs that need done, consider becoming a family of do-it-yourselfers.   Financially, the benefits are huge.    Personally, you will grow and develop traits you didn’t think possible.   Most importantly, it will be the best gift you can give your children.   They will learn valuable life skills they can carry with them for the rest of their lives.   When they have their own homes, they will know how to take care of them.   What a great gift to give their future spouses!    Also, they will learn to appreciate a home and all the effort it takes to maintain it.    When they go out into the world to purchase their own homes, they will have realistic expectations.   Most importantly, you will be teaching them the value of hard work and a job well done.   This concept is sorely missing in our society.   Our society is geared toward play and having fun.   Work is something we do 40 hours a week to support our lifestyle.   We live for the weekend.   Things that used to be hobbies like gardening, taking care of a car, or home repairs have become a nuisance.  We hire people and go into debt so we can enjoy ourselves.   It’s time we learn to enjoy working again.    Sure there is time to have fun, but we need to rediscover the relaxation and rejuvenation found in hard work.   When we are able to do this, we will be a long way toward getting our priorities and our financial houses in order once again.   
© 2012 Awellroundedwoman,com, a division of James J. Holden, L.L.C.
	 
