	It would be impossible to conclude our series on Money Lessons without discussing two of the most important lessons our family learned about finances.   They don’t involve new money practices or behaviors.   Instead, these two lessons focus on our attitudes toward money.   In today’s world, it’s our attitudes toward money that needs to change most, because we will never change our poor money habits until each of us has a change of heart about money.   
	The first area where we need to have a change of heart is: 
Money Lesson #11  We Need to Learn to Live in Reality about Money
	I believe that Unreality about Money is at the root of many of the financial problems facing Americans today.   I know it was at the root of our family’s financial problems.   What is unreality?   Unreality is the lack of ability to deal with reality.  This is a huge problem that runs throughout our entire country.   
	One of the main causes for unreality is the introduction of credit cards.  Years ago, the average family earned an income and paid their bills.   They knew how much money they had and how much things cost.   If they couldn’t pay their bills, they had to stop spending.   However, that day is long gone.   Now if we can’t pay our bills, we have credit cards.   We can continue spending while we push the mounting debt out of our mind.  As long as we don’t think about it, we are choosing to live in unreality. 
	Another factor that contributes to a society living in financial unreality is electronic money.   We don’t handle cash anymore.   Our paychecks arrive in our checking accounts electronically—we never see what we’ve earned.   We can pay our bills the same way.   In fact, we can arrange to have our bills paid directly without our ever taking the time to see how much they cost.  Our financial lives have been reduced to numbers on a computer screen.   If we aren’t careful, this can cause money to seem unreal.   It can become a game instead of a responsibility that needs to be managed.   
	Along with electronic banking came electronic borrowing.   For many years, people didn’t have to go to the bank and ask for a loan when they needed to borrow money.    Lines of credit were readily available, especially if it was tied to a home equity loan.   Personally, I believe the home equity loan contributed to America’s unreality about money.   Fifty years ago, a couple bought a home in which they lived and made payments for 30 years until they owned it.   Now a home is seen as an asset.   Banks told us that we paid $200,000.00 for a house that increased in value to $300,000.00.   Hence, we made a $100,000.00 profit.   Why not take out a home equity loan and benefit from your profit?   So Americans went into Unreality and borrowed the money never facing the truth that they now had to pay $300,000 or lose their homes.  It is truly sad what unreality has done to our country. 
	Another way that Unreality is destroying us financially involves our expectations.   This is especially true for those of us in our twenties, thirties, and forties who were privileged to grow up in a time of unprecedented prosperity.   Unfortunately, all of this privilege has blown our expectations totally out of proportion.   Things that used to be a privilege are now seen as an entitlement.   We view luxuries as necessities.    I’m really afraid for my generation when we are faced with reality and are forced to bring our expectations to a normal level.   However, I know that with God’s help, we can experience a heart change and begin living in reality about money.  
	Where can we begin? 
1.	The first step is admitting you have a problem and repenting to God for allowing yourself to be controlled by Unreality about life and money.   Ultimately, choosing to live in unreality is choosing to believe lies.   Pushing things out of your mind so you don’t have to deal with them is choosing to walk in darkness.  Although I know that the vast majority of society chooses to live this way, it is time for the church to live differently.   The first step to change is repenting to God for living in Unreality and Lies. 
	You may even want to spend some time with the Holy Spirit making a list of all the ways you’ve allowed Unreality to control your life and your behavior.   If you are married, you can do this with your spouse.   If you have children, you would be doing them a tremendous favor by involving them in this process.   Believe me; if you’re living in unreality about money, it is affecting your children.   As a family, make a list of how unreality is affecting your family and your finances; then make a family altar before God and ask Him to forgive you and change you. 
2.	The next step is recognizing that there are demonic forces of Unreality that are working overtime to deceive not only people, but our entire nation.   They want us to individually and corporately believe lies like, “It’s not that bad.  You don’t have to make any changes to your life.   Everything will work out eventually.”   They may even try to lie to you and tell you that there are no Unreality demons.   
One thing you can do to help you overcome Unreality is to pray a prayer of deliverance to be free from these demons.   I recommend you call Pastor Richard Herritt, a beloved elderly minister who is trained in spiritual warfare, and he will pray a prayer of deliverance with you over the telephone.   His phone number is 717-545-4550.  If you choose not to do this, you can pray this deliverance prayer individually or as a family.   The important thing is that you take back the ground you have allowed Unreality to have in your life and the life of your family. 
Prayer of Confession and Deliverance
  H S W M, I N C.
 
Heavenly Father, I want to belong totally to you.  I give you my body, soul, and spirit.  I want you to reign supreme in every area of my life.  I thank you, Lord Jesus, for dying on the cross for me.  Please forgive me of every sin I have committed from birth until now.  Put every sin underneath your blood.  Forgive me for every sin of living in Unreality about money.  Forgive me for every time I’ve been _________(specifically confess times when you’ve allowed Unreality to control your life. )
 
Lord Jesus, forgive me if, through these sinful acts I have given ground to any spirit that has Satan as master.  I now take back all ground I have given to any spirit of Satan in Unreality. 

Forgive my parents, grandparents, and great grandparents of all their sins. If through their sins, they gave ground for any spirits of Satan to enter and control them, please forgive them.  I take back all ground my forefathers may have given to Satan.  I now break any curses that have ever been put on me -- through the power of the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
I command all spirits of Satan to leave me right now and go into the pit forever, because I now belong to Jesus Christ who has conquered you wicked spirits, and your master, Satan.  You have no legal right to me anymore.
 
I invite you, Holy Spirit, to come into my life and fill every part of my being with yourself.  Give me the fruit of the Spirit, and give me those gifts of the Spirit you desire me to have.  May your power, blessed Holy Spirit, flow through me, so that I may be a strong witness for the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for hearing my prayer.
 
“And they overcame (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony.”  (Revelation 12:11)
 

3.	The third step toward breaking free of Unreality is choosing to live in Reality about your financial situation.  This simply means you take a good, hard look at your finances.   This was the first thing our family had to do before we could even begin setting our financial house in order.     Look at things like:  exactly how much money comes into the family on a monthly and yearly basis?   Consider both before and after taxes.   How much debt do you have?   Include everything: mortgages, car payments, personal loans, credit cards.   What are your fixed expenses?   How much money do you have in savings?  
	There’s a television show that discusses finances.   Personally, I like their approach.   The first thing they do before they help a family is sit down and give the family a complete financial assessment.   Then they start working out a plan to solve their financial problems.   However, they start from the right place.   You can’t solve a problem until you understand the problem.   Taking a complete financial assessment of your family will help you come into reality quickly. 
4.	Another thing that will help you live in reality about money is to stop using credit cards.   Just get rid of them.   Credit cards don’t pay bills, they delay bills and make them bigger by charging you interest.   
Also, take a break from electronic billing.   Instead, begin using cash for your transactions.   It’s amazing how paying with cash makes money seem real.    Here’s another idea:  go back to writing checks to pay your bills.   Actually taking the time to write a check, record a check, and subtract that amount from your checking account balance will help you maintain a sense of reality.   You know how much things cost and   you know how much is in your checking account.   By walking away from the world of credit cards and electronic banking, you are reintroducing yourself to the reality of money.   Essentially, you are choosing to walk in light about your finances. 
5.	Accountability will keep you in reality about finances.   No person should be without accountability in their finances.   It is a dangerous trap waiting to swallow you up.  Accountability is a safety net that will keep you from falling into the trap of unreality.
When you are accountable to someone, you are forced to talk about your money decisions.   You can’t just push things like bills or debts out of your mind and forget about them because there are other people to remind you and keep you accountable.   It’s even harder to make bad financial choices when you are accountable because there is another person to question you and point out the error in your thinking.  
On the other hand, living without financial accountability is an open door for Satan and Unreality to lie to you and deceive you.   This is why I believe that the family budget should be an open document and every member of the family should be accountable for the way they spend God’s money.   If you are single, I encourage you to find someone you can trust to hold you financially accountable.   Even if you are the most responsible, practical, trustworthy financial manager, you can always benefit from the wisdom and point of view of another person. 
6.	Finally, ask God to change the desires of your heart.   Pray that He will help you to seek His kingdom and His righteousness above all else in your life.   
	As I said before, we live in a very materialistic society.   It is difficult to grow up in the culture of the past 30 years and not have it affect you.   We are surrounded by a world that lives to satisfy every desire of the flesh.  Many times our own flesh craves the material possessions or lifestyles that are unrealistic.   That’s why we need God to change our hearts.   We need His help so we stop desiring material things.   Instead, we should pray that God gives us a hunger for the things in His kingdom.   
	We should also pray that God will help us have a heart of contentment.   The Apostle Paul said, “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”  (Philippians 4:12)  When we have a content heart, we begin to appreciate all that God has given us.   This actually makes us happier than chasing after all the unrealistic expectations of this world.  
	As Christians, we need to learn to put money into its proper, Biblical perspective.   For too long, the world and Unreality have dominated our financial lives.   It is time for us to return to God’s way of thinking about money because that is true reality.  
MONEY LESSON #12   LEARNING TO TRUST GOD
	Although this is the last lesson in our series, it is by no means the least important.   Like learning to live in reality, learning to trust God is a matter of the heart.   For the Christian, this needs to be a way of life. 
	The Bible has many promises for Christians.  Among these promises are financial promises.   If we are truly follow Christ and seeking His kingdom above all else in our lives, we can depend on these promises to sustain us.   
	One of the first promises is “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:19.  
	We live in a scary time.   Financially things are changing all around us.   Perhaps your family has been personally affected by these changes.   Although it’s normal to be scared, we cannot let this fear dominate our lives.   There comes a point where we need to choose to believe the promises of God that He will take care of us and provide all of your needs.   
Of course, this doesn’t mean we have no responsibilities.   On the contrary, God expects us to learn His money managing principles and live by them.   That’s why He gave so much instruction about money in the Bible—for our good.   However, after we’ve done all we can to obey God’s principles and handle our finances wisely and responsibly, we need to come to the place where we trust God to honor our choice to obey Him and learn to trust Him to provide our needs. 
	Sometimes, this means following God through financial challenges trusting that He knows best.   I remember a few years ago right before Thanksgiving our roof began to leak.   As the contractors came to inspect the situation we were told we needed a new roof.    
To be honest, I was angry.   I couldn’t believe God was doing this to us.   In my mind, there was no way we needed this financial pressure in our lives.   I remember crying as I prayed, “Why are You allowing this?   The financial strain will be unbearable!”   
	Still, we had to replace the roof and for the next few months, money was extremely tight.   With God’s help, we paid for the roof and went on with our lives.   It wasn’t until the next year that I understood why God allowed our roof to leak when He did.   Only 12 months later, there were stories all over the news about the rising cost of shingles.   In that short amount of time, the cost of a new roof tripled.   Had we waited like I wanted, we’d have paid $10,000 more!   That incident stands as a memorial stone in my mind, that God can be trusted—even when I don’t understand.  	
	Other times, learning to trust God means taking a step of faith in obedience to His will, even when it doesn’t make financial sense.   Recently, my brother and I were invited to participate in several ministry events that only covered part of our expenses.   We made the decision to walk through the doors God opened and began praying that He would provide financially.   And He did!   Two weeks before the first event, a man we didn’t even know approached my brother in a store and said God wanted to bless the ministry.  Then he made a donation that bridged the gap we had in our upcoming expenses.   What a miracle!    It was a confirmation to us that we can trust God to pay for the things He orders. 
	Other times, learning to trust God has meant our family following the leading of the Holy Spirit and giving to someone else.   I remember when we were first living on a budget; the Holy Spirit laid it on my Mom’s heart to give a gift to a family that was experiencing a health crisis.   At that time, trusting God meant following His lead and blessing that family while we trusted God to provide our own needs.   As God’s children, this is something He will ask us to do from time to time.   We must be willing to answer this call and give His money where He directs us.  
	You see, learning to trust God isn’t the same as living in unreality.   In fact, it’s the exact opposite.    It doesn’t mean you pretend you have no financial problems or avoid your financial responsibilities.   Rather, when you choose to start facing reality and solving your financial problems by living by God’s financial principles, you are trusting God that His ways are right.   Obeying God’s Laws is actively learning to trust God.
	As you choose to obey God’s Laws and follow His ways, you are choosing to follow His will for your life.   When He chooses to take you down a road that is unexpected, or asks you to take a step of faith with your finances, you show you are learning to trust Him by doing what He asks.   You do this not because you are living in unreality about your finances or even the challenges of the situation.   No, you choose to follow God because you know He is Trustworthy and He will provide all your needs.   Probably not all of your wants, but all of your needs.   
	As the Bible says in Psalm 37:25, “I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”
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