Abraham & Lot
It’s that time of year again.   The temperatures are getting cooler and the nights are crisper.   The leaves will soon be changing colors and autumn will be in full swing.  They say that spring is the time of year when a young man’s heart turns to love.   However, I’ve observed that autumn sparks the same interest in women.   It’s a time of fresh starts and new beginnings.   Young girls are returning to high school and college girls move into the dorms, ready for the adventure of a lifetime.    For most of these young ladies, there is the hope that romance will be included in that adventure.    By the light of a fire on a cold night, every man looks like Prince Charming.    Only beware, among the potential princes there are hidden frogs.   It is the goal of this article to help you discern and choose carefully.   
	Let’s start with the basics.   If you are a Christian lady, you should only date Christian men.    2 Corinthians 6:14 “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?”   Whether you are looking for a date or a potential life mate, this is an essential rule.  Why?   Because Christians and non-Christians are on two completely separate roads in life.   They have totally different goals, purposes, and passions.   They follow two different sets of rules.   When you get married, you want to share your life with your husband.   The two of you should walk together through life.   This cannot happen if you are headed in opposite directions.   
If you marry a non-Christian you will ultimately be forced to choose between God and the man you love.   Which one will you be willing to lose?   The best way to avoid this choice is to make a commitment when you are single to only date Christian men.   Yes, this may narrow your options.   However, you don’t need lots of options.   You need the Holy Spirit to lead you to the one godly man that He has chosen for you.  He would never choose an unsaved man to be your husband.   Thus, you will be completely safe making the commitment to only date Christians. 
	That’s the obvious point.   Now let’s look a little closer.     Here’s some advice a pastor I know gave to his daughter when she started dating.  He said, “The Scripture about being “equally yoked” goes beyond dating Christians.   You need to choose someone who has the same passion, dedication, and commitment to Christ as you do.   That is how you will be equally yoked.”  
	Over the years, I’ve seen that the advice this man gave his daughter is good advice for all single women.   Why?   Because I’ve watched married women live in heartache and struggle being married to men who are “Christians in Name Only”.   To be honest, I think these women have a more difficult life than women who are married to non-Christian men.   If you are married to a non-Christian, at least you know where you stand, and you can pray that he gets saved.   When you are a committed, passionate Christian married to a casual, worldly Christian; you are still on two different roads.   However, because he believes he is okay with God, you have very little leverage.  Because I’ve known too many women who live in this difficult situation, I implore you to take this pastor’s advice to heart before you say, “I do”.  
	Reality is that there are many types of people who call themselves Christians.   There are those whose hearts are completely devoted to following Christ and obeying His Word no matter what the cost.   They allow the Holy Spirit to work in their lives to make them fruitful followers of Christ.  Their lives revolve around God, obeying His principles, and following His will for their lives.  Then there are people who I call CHRISTIANS IN NAME ONLY.   These are people who have said a sinner’s prayer and call themselves by the title “Christian”.   However, they have no interest in developing a relationship with God, learning or obeying His ways, or finding His will for their lives.  They love the world and want to participate in as much sin as they can without going to Hell.   If you are a committed believer who wants Christ to control every aspect of your life, you will never be happy married to a man who is a CHRISTIAN IN NAME ONLY.    
	To explain this further, let’s look at two men in the Bible who had two opposite hearts:  Abraham and Lot.    We read their story in Genesis.   As the story begins, these two men were both in the same circumstances.   They both left their hometown of Ur with Abraham’s father, Terah.   They were on their way to Canaan, but they settled in Haran.  They had the same family, same background, and seemingly the same goals.   Unfortunately, they had very different hearts.  
	Abraham had a heart for God.   Throughout the book of Genesis we see that Abraham had an intimate relationship with God.  He followed God and did whatever God wanted whenever He wanted it.   Abraham believed God’s promise that he would be the father of many nations.   Even though he had to wait many years for his promised son, Abraham maintained a close, personal relationship with God.   
	The same cannot be said of Lot.   Lot’s commitment to God can be described as shallow at best.   He went along with Abraham’s commitment to God, but he didn’t have a genuine desire for God in his own heart.  His heart was drawn to the world and all it had to offer.   This becomes clear in Genesis 13 when it was time for Abraham and Lot to part ways.  When he was given the choice of which direction to take, Lot chose to go in the direction of Sodom.   Yes, he was enticed by the good land and the abundant water, but it didn’t take long for Lot to decide he preferred city life to farming.  Genesis 13:12 says, “Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD.”   
When given the choice, Lot chose to move away from Abraham’s house that was committed to following God and move as close as possible to Sodom, a city known for its sinful lifestyle.   This is the problem with men whose hearts are like Lot’s.   They want to get as close to sin as they possibly can without crossing the line.  They don’t really want to follow God and live by His laws.   However, they don’t want to go to Hell or suffer any consequences either.   They want to be part of the world and enjoy all the pleasure sin has to offer.    Even though they may call themselves Christians, they have an insatiable appetite for worldliness.   This is dangerous.   Like the old story of the frog who didn’t know he was being cooked because the water was slowly being heated, someone with this heart condition doesn’t realize they are backslidden until the consequences of their sins arrive.  
	
             That’s how it was for Lot.   In Genesis 14, war broke out among the cities where Lot was living.   Look at verse 12:  “They also carried off Abram's nephew Lot and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom.”   Lot was no longer living near Sodom, he and his family were now a part of the city that was known for gross wickedness.    But God was gracious to Lot, and He allowed Lot and his family to be captured in the war so that Lot would see the error of his ways.   However, this had no effect on Lot.  
You would think that after Abraham came and rescued Lot, he would come to his senses and realize, “This is a bad place.  I need to leave here.”   That’s not what happened.   After he was rescued, Lot and his family moved right back into Sodom.   He loved that city and its lifestyle.   Although he enjoyed the benefits of God’s protection because of Abraham’s relationship with God, Lot was fully committed to his choice of Sodom. 
 I have to be honest with you.  This is one of the biggest problems for women who marry men like Lot.   They never change.    Even when God moves mountains to bring them to their knees and their senses, they choose to remain the same because their hearts are so dedicated to the world.    This is heartbreaking for a wife who is praying that God will change her husband and make him a godly Christian not just a Christian in Name Only.   When God tries to move in his life and bring him to repentance, a man with a heart like Lot’s will not respond.   He will go on living the way he chooses.  How heartbreaking for his wife!  
	The next time we see Lot is in Genesis 19:1 “The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of the city.”   Notice that Lot isn’t just living in the city, he’s now a part of the city.   He’s sitting at the gateway where men went to socialize.   Later, we read that his daughter’s are engaged to men in town.   Lot and his family are thriving and functioning in Sodom.   The problem is that Sodom is a horribly sinful city.   It was so wicked and corrupt that God was going to destroy it!   This is where Lot and his family felt comfortable and at home!   
Even more shocking is that when the angels came to escort Lot’s family from Sodom before it was destroyed, Lot didn’t want to go.   “With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, "Hurry! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the city is punished."  When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the LORD was merciful to them.”  	Even as God was trying to save their lives, Lot hesitated.   He was so drawn to this city and its sinful lifestyle that he didn’t want to be saved.   In the end, not all of Lot’s family survived.   That’s probably the biggest tragedy and obstacle when you marry a man like Lot.  
	When you get married, you will probably want to start a family.  That’s where the battle will begin.   You will want to raise your kids to serve God and follow His ways.   A man like Lot will not have the same commitment.   Things that are important to you won’t be important to him.   For example, you may want to have family devotions; he’ll see it as a waste of time and want to watch television.   You’ll want the kids to follow certain rules, he won’t.    You may want to send your kids to Christian school or home school them; he won’t see the necessity.   You will have a life of fighting for what you think is right as the two of you try to merge your separate roads.   
	How do I know?   I watched my Mom fight this battle.   My Mom was a deeply committed Christian and she raised my brother and I for Christ.  However, it was never easy for her.   My Dad was a very shallow Christian, a Christian In Name Only.   He fought her on everything.   He thought she was too strict, too religious.   He hated family devotions and Christian school.  In front of my brother and I, he openly demeaned and persecuted her for her faith.  
So I know this can be very confusing for your children.   They will think, “Mom and Dad both claim to be Christians.   Why is Mom so much stricter?  If Dad’s a Christian and he lives however he wants, why can’t I?”  
 Suddenly, your children are in the very dangerous position of choosing which parent to follow.   I’d love to say that kids always follow the devoted Christian parent, but I can’t.    While my brother and I did both choose to follow in my Mom’s footsteps, I’ve had many friends who chose to follow their Dad’s lifestyle and worldly ways.   Sadly, I know some kids who’ve been raised in this situation who completely abandon Christianity when their compromise turns into backsliding.   Like Lot’s wife, they are the casualties of a man who chose to live like Lot.   
	This is not the road you want to choose for yourself and your children.   Remember when you get married, you aren’t just choosing a husband; you are choosing a father for your children.   That’s something to think about.   You don’t want to choose a man like Lot.  You want to choose a man like Abraham.   You want a man who loves and follows God with every part of his being.  Look what Abraham was doing while Lot was destroying his family.  
	Abraham was following God.   After Abraham and Lot separated, Abraham went in the opposite direction toward Hebron where he built an altar to the Lord.   (Gen 13:18)    Abraham didn’t crave the world or what it had to offer, his heart craved God.   He was completely committed to following God.   Was he perfect?  No way.   Throughout the book of Genesis we read of Abraham’s ups and downs, mistakes and victories.   What made Abraham great wasn’t that he was perfect, but that, through it all, he was committed to God.  He maintained his relationship with God.  Throughout Genesis, we see that Abraham displayed his passion for God by doing everything God asked.   
One example of Abraham’s obedience is found in Genesis 17.    God made a covenant with Abraham in which He promised that Abraham would be the father of many nations.   As a confirmation of that covenant, God wanted Abraham and all the men in his household to be circumcised.   We can see Abraham’s heart for God in verses 23-24, “On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his household or bought with his money, every male in his household, and circumcised them, as God told him.”    Abraham exhibited immediate, unquestioning obedience to God no matter how painful it was to him.
	As impressive as that act of obedience was, Genesis 20 shows Abraham’s desire to follow God in a greater way.   After years of waiting, God fulfilled His promise and Isaac was born.   Abraham’s greatest wish was granted as he held Isaac in his arms.    The promised heir had finally arrived.  However, in Genesis 22, God asked Abraham to sacrifice Isaac to Him.   
	How this must have torn Abraham’s heart!  God wanted him to kill his son, the one he waited for, that he loved more than he loved himself!    Still, there was One that Abraham loved more than Isaac—He loved God.   Because of that love and commitment, he was going to do what God asked.   Although we know that it was a test, and that God intervened and didn’t make Abraham sacrifice his son, Abraham didn’t know that when they started their journey.    In abandoned faith, Abraham determined to follow God no matter what the cost or what the sacrifice.
What a man!   That is the kind of man that you want to marry.   Someone who is totally, 100% committed to following God and leading his family to do the same.   That’s what Abraham did, and God rewarded Him for it.   Whereas Lot’s family was destroyed by his sinful choices, Abraham’s family was blessed by his choices.  Your life will be better if you and your husband are equally committed to wholeheartedly, loving and serving Jesus.  Then the two of you can walk together through life following God.  You will have the same purpose, the same goals, and the same moral compass.  You will be able to support and encourage each other as you follow Christ.   Together you can raise your children to follow God’s ways.  
	So how do you know if you are dating an Abraham or a Lot?   Study what he’s like now.   Is he committed to living by God’s principles or does he try to sin as much as he can without crossing the line or suffering consequences?   Is he a Christian because he passionately loves God or does he want fire insurance from Hell?   Lot was an example of a man who wanted God in his life when he was in trouble, but otherwise he wanted to enjoy his life in Sodom.   Abraham was committed to following God 100% of the time.  What about the man you are dating?   If he knew nothing bad would happen to him if he wasn’t a Christian, would be completely abandon the faith and live however he wanted?  
Does he want to follow God’s principles or does he feel like he must?  You will be able to answer this question by really listening to him talk.   Is he annoyed about the fun he’s missing by obeying the Bible?  Does he wish he could participate in more sinful or worldly activities?   Does he talk like God is cramping his style or does he want to follow God out of a heart of love and gratitude?
	Does he include God in every area of his life or just parts of his life?   Is he the same man at work as he is on Sunday morning?   What about when his friends are around?    Would Jesus be comfortable at one of their boy’s nights?
	Does he engage in activities that you feel are sinful?   How about gambling, drinking, pornography, going to strip clubs or sports bars?  
Does he try to get you to compromise your high standards to his lower standards?   Does he say you’re too strict?   Does he feel his parents were too strict with their Christianity?   What exactly are his complaints about their standards?   Do you want your kids to live with lower standards and rules?   Before you get married, talk about what kind of rules you will have in your house.   What kind of music, books, television, or entertainment does he feel is acceptable in a Christian household?  Do you agree with him?  Talk about the kid’s education.   Do you share the same ideas?   
	Is he committed to purity in both your life and his?   Does he try to push you to go further and further sexually without actually crossing the line?  A man who is completely committed to God will be committed to waiting until you are married to have sex.    He will encourage you to wait.  He will not pressure you to do anything that you are uncomfortable with or feel is against God’s principles.   
The Bible gives clear instructions in this area.    A man who is wholeheartedly committed to following God will be committed to following the Bible’s instructions without compromise.   He will not want sin to interfere with his relationship with God.   If a man is pushing you to disobey God and compromise in this area, he has issues with obeying God.   You may want to ask yourself, “In what other areas is he willing to compromise?”   Will his disobedience to God’s Laws about premarital sex now, turn into disobedience to God’s laws about adultery later?  
	What about his money?   Does he see himself as a steward of what God has given him, or does he think he earned it and it belongs to him?   Money is a big source of contention in relationships.   Learn his views on money before you get married.   Does he tithe?   How does he feel about giving?   Does he ask God before He buys something?  Does he live by the financial principles taught in the Bible or does he follow worldly principles?     These are all things you should know before you marry him.   Otherwise, the two of you may have two very different ideas of God’s view of money and it will be a constant source of friction.   
	Here are a few questions to ask him:   What one area would you never compromise?   What would you do if God called you to leave everything and follow Him into ministry?   What are you willing to give up for God?   What would you never give up for God? 
	Does he pray before he makes decisions? How much time does he spend in prayer and Bible reading on a daily basis?   This will give you a clue as to how committed he is to his personal relationship with God.   Beware:  If he isn’t making time with God a priority while he’s single, he won’t make it a priority when he’s married and busier.  
 Is he open to the Holy Spirit pointing out sin in his life?  Does he live his life to follow God or have fun?   Who or what is #1 in his life?   If it isn’t God, can you live with that?
To be honest, the best way to know if you are dating an Abraham or a Lot is to look at their lifestyle.   It really isn’t hard to recognize a man who loves the world.   What is harder is being willing to walk away from a man like Lot and wait for God to bring someone into your life who is like Abraham.   
As women we want to be in a relationship, get married, and raise a family.   Many times we are tempted to compromise and enter a relationship with a man who doesn’t have the same commitment to Christ that we do.   However, if we make that compromise, it will be only the first in a lifetime of compromises.  You will always be torn between following God and following your husband.   If you choose to follow your husband’s sinful ways, you will be compromising and sinning against God.  The Bible says “Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." (1 Corinthians 15:33)  So ultimately, the choice is yours.   Are you going to be like Lot and compromise to get what you want or are you going to be like Abraham and follow God and wait until He provides you with a godly husband?  As you make your choice, remember that it will not only affect you, but it will affect your children.   Do you want them to live in a casual, worldly Christian household or a household that completely belongs to Jesus?   It’s a choice only you can make.  Do you want to marry a prince or a frog?
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