Ahab & Josiah

	As little girls we dream of finding a knight in shining armor–a man who will take care of us, fight for our honor, stand up for what’s right.   A hero who rides in to save the day when we are in trouble.    As we mature, we grow out of the fairy tale aspect, but we still realize the importance of marrying a man who has the strength to do the right thing and the courage to protect and defend those he loves.   These are admirable qualities that we should look for in a life partner.   Ahab was not this type of man. 
	Basically, Ahab was a wimp.   He was a weak, spineless man who rarely did the right thing.   He knew God’s Laws and God’s ways, but he chose to disobey them.   Instead, he allowed his evil wife, Jezebel, to replace the worship of God with idol worship.    He should have stopped her, but that would take courage and Ahab wasn’t courageous.  
	In the same way, Ahab knew that Elijah was God’s prophet and spoke God’s words.    Still, he didn’t listen to what Elijah said.   In I Kings 17:1 Elijah told Ahab that there would be no rain or dew for years because of the country’s idol worship.   What did Ahab do?   Nothing.   He didn’t repent.    He didn’t change his ways.   He didn’t humble himself and do whatever he had to do to help his people.   Instead, he watched as the drought and famine destroyed the lives of his people.   He didn’t take responsibility.  He blamed Elijah for giving him God’s Word.   Israelites starved to death while Ahab did nothing.   What an awful leader!
	But that was Ahab–he didn’t have the courage to help people by doing the right thing.   He didn’t care about the people.   He was a selfish, whiny man who cared about himself.   For instance, one day Ahab decided that he wanted a vineyard that was located near his palace.   The problem was the owner, Naboth, didn’t want to sell the vineyard.     Instead of taking Naboth’s decision like a man and moving on, or offering Naboth a better business deal, Ahab went home and went to bed to sulk.   Can you believe it?   He went to bed to have a good pout because somebody said “no” to him.     Why did this upset him so much and not the severe famine that affected his country?   
	When Ahab’s wife came home, she was disgusted by her husband’s temper tantrum.   Ahab told her his whiny sob story, and she took matters into her own hands.   Jezebel devised a plan to murder Naboth and Ahab allowed her to do it.  This is classic behavior for men like Ahab.   They want to pout and be the victim and have someone else solve their problems.     He was too weak a man to handle the matter himself and he was too much of a wimp to stop his wife from murdering an innocent man.   He was a spineless, selfish man who saw himself as a victim instead of a king who had the power to do what was right.  
	It was this victim mentality that defined Ahab’s personality.   Why did God send the famine?    Why wouldn’t Naboth sell him the vineyard?   He saw nothing as his fault or responsibility–he was the victim.   This is shown in 1 Kings 22. 
	Ahab wanted Jehosophat, the king of Judah to be his ally in a war.   Jehosophat wanted to seek advice from a prophet of God.   When he asked Ahab to consult a prophet,  Ahab replied, “There is a prophet of the Lord, but he never says anything good about me.”   Ahab didn’t see that it is his own fault the prophet never prophesied good about him.   No, he blamed the prophet and saw himself as the victim.   The prophet just hated him.  He didn’t heed the warning and protect his army.   He didn’t consider what God was saying and repent.  He declared that he was the victim of a prophet who hated him and chose to go to war.   This is another classic character trait of men like Ahab–they never see anything wrong with themselves, they are the victims of other people.   
	You do not want to marry a man like Ahab.   You want to be married to a man who has the strength to do the right thing and the courage to stand up to evil.   You don’t want to marry a man who sees himself as the victim and needs others to take care of him.   You want a man who is dependable, reliable and wants to help others.   Ahab was selfish.  You want someone who is selfless.   Ahab ran from problems and let others handle things.  You want someone who can solve problems and deal with crisis situations.   Let’s look at a man you would want to marry. You want to marry a man like Josiah.   
	Josiah was a very different man and king than Ahab.   He wasn’t a wimp, rather, he was a courageous man who lived his principles.   Josiah was the king of Judah.   From childhood, he set his heart on God’s Laws and God’s principles.    Like Ahab, Josiah ruled at a time when idol worship was prevalent in Israel.    However, Josiah didn’t condone it like Ahab.   Instead,  he instituted reforms in the country and removed the idols and false gods from the country.     While Ahab allowed his wife to destroy the worship of God and drive the priests in the Temple into hiding, Josiah rebuilt the Temple and reinstituted the proper worship of God.   All of this took courage.   
	The people of Judah were accustomed to idol worship.   I’m sure they weren’t thrilled when this young king told them that their lifestyle was sinful and it had to end.   They probably didn’t jump at the prospect of reforming their entire religious system and relearning to live by God’s Laws.   Still, Josiah had the courage to stand up to the people and the leaders of the country and do what was right.   How different than Ahab!
	Another way that Josiah showed more courage than Ahab can be seen in the way that Josiah responded to correction.    While Judah was restoring the Temple, the Book of the Law was found.      Seeking guidance, they went to a prophetess.   She told them that Judah was going to be judged because of their disobedience and idolatry.   Josiah didn’t respond like Ahab.   He didn’t get angry at the prophetess or pout like he was the victim.   Instead, he led the people in repentance.   He continued his reforms and put his energy into teaching the people God’s Laws.   He led the people in celebrating the Passover as God had commanded.   He tried to lead the people back to living in God’s Ways and God’s Laws.   
	Josiah was a leader, not a follower.   He wasn’t consumed with self-pity or a victim mentality.   He was a strong man who was committed to doing what was right and leading his people to do the same.   He exemplifies character traits that Christian women should look for in a husband. 
	You want a man who is courageous.     Ask God to lead you to someone who loves God and is willing to do whatever He wants.   This is the type of man you want to marry and raise a family.   Why?   Because when life gets difficult, you want a strong, courageous man by your side, and not a whiny victim who needs you to take care of him.  You don’t want to fight the world alone, while your husband refuses to help.    However, that will be your life if you marry a man like Ahab.   When hard times come, he will run the other direction and leave you to handle the situation.   When people come against you, he will allow them to say and do whatever they want.   When the relatives choose to criticize you or how you raise your family, he’ll just stand by and watch.    He won’t stop them and defend you.   He will be afraid of confrontation.    
	If a repairman or business tries to take advantage of your family, you will have to stand up to them alone.    His fear will allow them to cheat you rather than make waves.  When a sickness hits your family, he will not be able to cope.    Some men who are like Ahab actually leave their families when a health issue arises that they can’t handle.    You will be the one to figure out a plan when financial problems arise.   When there are conflicts, you will have to change and bend.   He won’t because he will see himself as the victim and avoid responsibility.   When a crisis arises, it will be met with drama and hysteria, but you will be the one to deal with the challenges.    This is how life will be if you marry a man like Ahab.    
	So how can you avoid marrying an Ahab?   Before you get married, study his behavior.  Is he a coward?   When times get tough does he handle the situation, or does he run?   How does he deal with confrontation?    When someone in his family becomes sick, is he there to support and help them or does he avoid them?    The way he copes with difficulties and problems in his life now is how he will handle them in the future.    If he runs from confrontation now, he won’t become courageous after he is married.   He will continue to run from confrontation and leave you to deal with difficult situations.    
	This is important:   When he is in a jam, does he look for other people to tell him what to do or does he seek God’s wisdom and react accordingly?   If he always needs someone else to bail him out and do his thinking for him now,  after you are married, you will be that person.   Do you want the job?
	Does he have a victim mentality?   Does he feel that people are always picking on him?   When someone honestly confronts him with sin in his life or areas that need improvement, does he thank them and take their advice or does he react in anger and self-pity.    Guess what?   After you are married for awhile, you will see things in his personality that need changed.   When you try to address these issues, he will respond to you the way he responded to others who tried to correct him.   He will be the victim, the one who is picked on and he will be angry with you for criticizing him.     If he can’t take constructive criticism from others, he won’t take it from you.  
	The truth is that the man you date is the man you are going to marry.   If you don’t like the way he handles crisis, criticism and confrontation now, he isn’t going to change.   Don’t let your caretaker instincts fall for a man who has a victim mentality and needs to be taken care of.   You will be taking care of him for the rest of your life.   Instead, look for a man who wants to take care of himself and others.   Look for a man who accepts criticism joyfully and uses it to become a better person.     Don’t settle for a man who is afraid to do the right thing, but wait for a man who is committed to doing the right thing and standing up for the right thing.   Don’t marry an Ahab, wait for a Josiah.   When life gets hard and problem come, you will have a partner in overcoming, not a child that you have to carry through. 
	Let’s take one last look at Ahab and Josiah’s character traits:  
	AHAB					JOSIAH
1.	Hated God’s Law and rejected it.		1.  	Loved God’s Laws and followed them
2.	Allowed and promoted idolatry		2.  	Removed and Destroyed idols
3.	Replaced God’s prophets with Baal’s  	3.  	Rebuilt the Temple and reestablished the proper worship of God. 
4.	Weak and Wimpy				4.   	Strong enough to stand for principles
5.	Victim Mentality				5.   	Took responsibility
6.	Follower					6.    	Leader
7.	Cared only about self				7.    	Cared about people and country
8.	Rarely did the right thing			8.    	Committed to doing the right thing
9.	Pitied himself and rejected correction		9.	Listened to criticism and responded      appropriately. 
10.	Coward					10.	Courageous
11.	Rejected God’s prophets			11.	Listened to God’s prophets
12.	Needed others to take care of him		12.	Lead his country in doing the right thing.
The choice is clear…a Josiah man is worth the wait.   He will be your prince, a man like Ahab is a frog.  
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