Are You A Desperate Female Hunter?
The other day I was watching “The Andy Griffith Show”.  It was one of my favorite episodes.   For those of you who aren’t familiar with this sixties television classic, it revolves around the life of a widowed sheriff, Andy, and his son, Opie.   They live in the small town of Mayberry.   In this particular episode, Andy asked Miss Ellie, the single female pharmacist, to the local church picnic.   However, somewhere between asking and telling Aunt Bee about the event, Andy confused the details of the story.   By the time he is finished telling the story to Aunt Bee, Andy was convinced that he was trapped into the date by a designing female who wanted to marry him.  
            It isn’t long until Opie came home with a vanilla ice cream cone which he received as a gift from the single female pharmacist.   Well, that sealed the deal!  Andy was sure that Miss Ellie was nothing more than a desperate female hunter who needed to be stopped.   On and on, he went about the dangers of the desperate female hunter who is trying to trap a man.   Unfortunately for Andy, he didn’t stop thinking about how great of a catch he was to realize that two very little ears were absorbing every word.  
           The next scene opens up at the pharmacy, where Opie went to purchase another ice cream cone.   Of course, this time Opie is very explicit that he will be paying for the ice cream himself, because he’s not allowed to take anymore free ice cream cones.  Smiling at the adorable little boy in front of her, Miss Ellie asks “Why not?”   
           Opie responds, “My Pa says that ice cream you gave me was the down payment   on a husband.”  
           A stunned Miss Ellie laughed and says, “He said what?”
            Opie stands by his story and says, “My Pa says that ice cream you gave me was the down payment on a husband.  My Pa says that a female who would bait a trap with a fellow’s own son was a desperate female hunter.  And there ain’t but one way for the quarry to outfox the hunter—to put her on the scent of other game.”
            By this time Miss Ellie is very annoyed and insulted at Andy.   That’s when Opie innocently asks, “Are you a desperate hunter, Miss Ellie?  ‘Cause I know where you can get yourself a possum.”
            I love this episode!   Of course, Miss Ellie was not a desperate, female hunter and she was not trying to trap Andy into anything—as she goes on to prove throughout the show.   She was just a kind, single, working girl trying to be nice to a little boy.  So where would Andy get such a crazy idea?   Well, it could have been his inflated ego or it could have been previous experiences with women who were desperate female hunters.  
            Let’s be honest, we all know they are out there.   We’ve all known women who are so desperate for love that they will go to any extreme to trap a man—any man.  These women go beyond the natural, God-given desire placed inside of women to be married.   For the desperate hunter, finding a partner has become an obsession.   They will go to any lengths, including desperate measures, to get what they want. 
            In this article, we are going to address the question, “Am I a desperate female hunter?”   Let’s say it’s a Christian woman’s guide to dating.  
 Unfortunately, we live in a society full of desperate female hunters who have abandoned Biblical standards concerning dating and relationships.  However, God has not changed His standards, and it is time that Christians reestablished the Biblical boundaries and became a light in a dark world.   Although this article may seem like it’s for single women, I encourage all Moms to continue reading and teach these principles to your children.      As a Mom, it is your responsibility to teach your daughters to respect themselves, follow God’s principles and choose to only date and marry godly gentlemen.   This article might also give you some tips you can share with your sons as they are dating and choosing a life partner.     As a Mom, you can teach them all the “girl secrets” so they know the difference between a godly woman and an ungodly woman.   Teaching your children these lessons, can save them years of future heartache.   
           So, let’s get started.    How can we tell the difference between a godly woman and a desperate, female hunter?   Let’s continue with Opie’s analogy and look at the differences between a sportsman and a desperate hunter in nature.   
           I grew up in rural Pennsylvania.   Hunting is a BIG deal here.   Personally, I don’t get the thrill.  I have no idea why anyone would want to get up at 4 a.m., get dressed in a hideous orange costume that has been sitting in the attic or basement for the last 12 months, and go out in the freezing cold to climb a mountain and wait to shoot a poor defenseless animal.  This does not sound like a good time to me.    My idea of the perfect hunt is going to the department store and finding the perfect dress in my size at 50% off plus an additional coupon.   Now that’s a hunt I can understand and enjoy! 
            Still, no matter how ridiculous it seems to me, every year most of the men (and a few ladies) in my area will trek out into the wilderness in search of their prize.   Growing up in this area, I’ve picked up a little knowledge of the sport.   One thing I know is that there are very specific rules and guidelines that each hunter must follow.   The same is true of Christian dating and finding a husband.   God has established specific boundaries that we should not cross.   When we break His Laws, we have entered into the territory of becoming a desperate hunter.   Here are a few of the laws we need to keep:  
1.      Desperate Hunters Ignore “NO TRESPASSING SIGNS”
            Growing up, our family home was at the base of a mountain.   Behind our home was a wooded area where deer loved to roam.   Because this was private property and it was so close to houses, “NO TRESPASSING” signs were posted throughout this area.    No one was supposed to hunt here.   After all, it was dangerous to shoot this close to houses—someone could get hurt.  
           There were always some hunters who would not obey this rule.   Frequently, we could see hunters and hear them shooting far too close to the houses.   Why were they willing to break this rule and put people in danger?   They were desperate to catch their prize, and these woods were filled with deer.   To get what they wanted, they would go anywhere and break any rule—it didn’t matter if anyone got hurt.  
 Unfortunately, we live in a society where many women break the “NO TRESPASSING” rule when looking for a relationship.    However, it is time that Christian women reestablish the standard and stay away from married men.  When a man is wearing a wedding ring, he is completely off limits.  A Christian woman should not even flirt with a married man.  No exceptions.  
           The Bible is very clear about this rule.   Exodus 20:14 “You shall not commit adultery.”   As soon as you find out that a man is married, you need to view him as another woman’s property.   He is not available; he belongs to someone else.    Respect that boundary and stay away.   
           In 1 Timothy 5, Paul gives Timothy specific instructions for how he should interact with the other believers in the church.  “Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute purity.”    As Christian women, we need to apply these standards to our relationships with the men in the body of Christ—especially married men.  We should treat older married men as if they were our fathers and younger married men as if they were our brothers.  We should love our sisters in Christ so much that we would never think of trying to steal their husbands.  
           I’m sure many of you are reading this and saying, “Adessa, this is such an obvious point.   Why bother making it?” 
            Sadly, many women have allowed their standards to be lowered by the world’s influence, and they have resorted to desperate measures to find someone to love them.   Recently, my brother told me a story he heard at a men’s retreat.   The speaker was talking to the men about purity.    As an example, he told how he frequently receives nude inappropriate photographs and invitations from women in his church which he immediately gives to his wife to handle.   
I have to admit, I was so disappointed in my gender.   Why would a woman who calls herself a Christian be making such an obvious play for a married man of God?   Ladies, this is wrong.   It doesn’t matter how lonely you are or how badly you want to be married, it is sin to try to trap your brother in Christ into adultery.  It is time for Christian women to reestablish the Biblical, moral standard that married men are private property—No Trespassing. 
2.       Desperate Hunters Don’t Dress for Safety.
            I know from years of watching my Dad hunt, that proper safety attire is necessary before you go into the woods.   All hunters must wear certain colors so that no one gets shot accidentally.    Most hunters follow these rules.   However, there are always the rogue hunters who won’t dress for safety.   Instead they wear whatever they feel like wearing and they don’t care who gets hurt.   Their choice is a disaster waiting to happen.  
           The same is true for the desperate, female hunter who refuses to obey basic Biblical principles regarding her attire.  These women refuse to dress for the safety of all involved.   Instead, they use their sensuality as a trap for men.  This is wrong.   Again, this is the result of allowing worldly standards to influence our thinking rather than following the Biblical standards of purity.  
            I’m not saying that Christian women should choose clothing that is ugly or unattractive.   Absolutely not!    We are God’s daughters.  As such, we should present ourselves to the world in the most beautiful, attractive, flattering way possible.    What we need to avoid is crossing the line from beautiful to sexy.    I don’t have to explain that line.   Every woman knows the difference between an outfit that makes you feel beautiful and self-confident and an outfit that makes you feel sexy.  As  God’s daughters, we need to let our clothing reflect our hearts.  How we dress should set an example for the believers in purity  (1 Timothy 4:12) and not become a stumbling block that causes our brothers in Christ to sin.    
Moms, this is a lesson you need to teach your daughters.  In today’s society, this lesson is very important for their own personal safety.      Unfortunately, we live in a time where date rape and abuse are at an all time high.   How your daughters dress will determine the type of boy they attract.  So teach your girls to dress beautifully and fashionably, yet modestly and appropriately.   Help her avoid the trap of using her body to attract attention.  Instead, encourage her to develop her mind, her personality, and her skills.   In the long run, these qualities will help her build a healthy relationship with a godly young man.   Teach her to dress for safety and not be a desperate hunter. 
3.    Desperate Hunters Hunt Out of Season
            All hunters know that you can’t go hunting anytime you want.   You can only go hunting during hunting season.   Of course, there are always those who hunt out of season even though it is illegal.   If they get caught, they could be arrested, but they don’t care.  They want what they want WHEN they want it. 
            Recently, I’ve noticed a trend with single people hunting out of season.   Because they are so desperate to find what is missing in their lives, they begin hunting in a season of their lives that has passed.    Nostalgia sets in and the desperate female hunter begins thinking “How could I have let him go?”  Soon they are online searching social networking sites for the one that got away.  With just a click of the mouse, we can reconnect and pick up where we left off hoping to live happily ever after. 
            Before you hit “SEND”, there are some dangers of which you need to beware.    There is the distinct possibility that the person on the other end may be married.   If he is—do not contact him.   You are entering a NO TRESPASSING ZONE.   
           You may ask, “Why not?   I’d just be looking up an old friend.”   
           Even if that were true, it’s still not a good idea.    Why? 
           Think about what you remember about the other person.  What do they look like?   Are you imagining a person in their thirties, forties, fifties or are you picturing them the way you were when you knew them?    
The same thing is true for them.  If you contact them, they will immediately remember you the way you were when they knew you.   You will be resurrecting memories of fun times, young romantic love, and carefree dreams.     As they are having all these memories, they may begin to compare their wife, who is waiting for them to talk about the budget and take out the trash, with the memory of a carefree, young girl.    As they begin to play the “would have, could have, should have” game in their heads, you could be responsible for serious damage to their current life and relationships. 
Destroying someone else’s life isn’t caring about them.   It’s being selfish and it shows signs of desperation.  So let the past in the past.   That season is over, and the decisions that were made cannot be changed.
           Here’s another reason to refrain from returning to a season that has passed.   Very often, nostalgia has selective memory.   As we reflect on former loves and years gone by we tend to concentrate only on the happy, warm, fuzzy memories.   We remember a stroll in the park or holding hands under the moonlight.  Nostalgia completely blocks out the memory of feeling oppressed by his demanding personality or his tendency toward laziness.  
           Recently, I heard the story of a woman who reconnected with a man she considered marrying.   She chose to reconnect because she remembered all the romantic ambitions and dreams they had together.   However, it only took a few dates until she remembered why she ended the relationship in the first place.   She couldn’t believe that she wanted to go back there!   
            This is a danger with going backward.   Reality is that you made your life decisions for a reason.   Don’t let loneliness cause you to reconsider your decisions and make new, desperate decisions.   Let the past in the past and choose to live in this season in your life.   Who knows what wonderful things God has planned for your future?   Don’t give in to desperation—give God a chance to work in this season of your life.      
4.      Desperate Hunters Do Not Heed Warning Signs
           DANGER!   BEWARE!   ROUGH TERRAIN AHEAD!
Warning signs are always posted for a reason.   If you ignore them, you will encounter danger.   If you heed them, you will avoid trouble.  
           The same is true for single women.   Unfortunately, the desperate female hunter refuses to see the warning signs and retreat.  She will not listen to friends or family members who try to warn her of problems with the man of her choice.   Though they are genuinely trying to help her, she dismisses their warnings and heads right into trouble.  Here are some examples.
           Warning sign:   People keep telling you that he has a history of abuse in his past.   
           The desperate female hunter says, “He’s changed.  I’m sure it won’t be that way with me.” 
           Warning sign:  He has 2 ex-wives who agree that he’s a lying, cheating scoundrel.
           Desperate Female Hunter says, “Witches--both of them.   They were horrible women who just didn’t know how to treat him.  He’s not the problem, they are.”
            Warning sign:   Your parents and sisters tell you that they don’t like the way he treats you.   This is not a healthy relationship.  
           Desperate Female Hunter says, “You just don’t want me to be happy.  You want me to be alone my whole life.”
           Are you getting the picture?   Warnings were meant to be heeded.   At the very least, they should cause you to slow down and proceed with caution.   Don’t be so desperate to be with someone that you ignore warnings and walk right into danger. 
            Moms, teach your daughters to look for and obey the warning signs.   Instill in them an instinct that says “Run from danger”.     In your maturity, if you see they are involved in an unhealthy, dangerous relationship, sound the alarm.   Make them listen to you.   Granted, this may not make you popular with your daughter right now, but who cares?   Wouldn’t you rather she is angry at you now than stuck in a dangerous abusive relationship later?  
5.      A desperate hunter will take any lame, sick animal that comes along.   
            On the first day of hunting season, all the sportsmen dream of getting the biggest deer with the biggest rack.   (Seriously, whoever gets the deer with the biggest horns on their head wins.   Silly, I know.)   As the season goes on, the hunters expectations lower.  They don’t need a big buck, just a buck.   If they don’t get a buck, they go for a doe.   By the very end of the season, the desperate hunter will take anything they can get.  
           Unfortunately, the same is true for the desperate female hunter.    They will take any man just to get a man.  Ladies, this is not God’s will for His daughters.   He does not want you to become so obsessed in your search for a husband that you lower your standards and settle for an ungodly man who doesn’t treat you well.  
            This is not just true for adults.   The sad thing about this point is that we have young girls of thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen who are already so desperate for a boyfriend that they will settle for any boy they can get and they will allow him to treat them very badly just so they aren’t alone.   
            The reality of the desperate female hunter is that it really has nothing to do with a woman’s age.   It is a heart problem.  It is the feeling inside that you aren’t worth anything unless you are in a relationship.    There are unmet needs inside of your soul that are desperately crying out to be filled.  These needs are causing you to do whatever you need to do to find someone to love you.   That’s why you are willing to settle for someone that you know doesn’t treat you right, isn’t good for you, and won’t provide you with a healthy, stable life.  
           You may be reading this article and saying, “I never realized it before, but I am a desperate hunter.   What can I do?”
           Well, the first thing I suggest is that you take a season off.   Take some time and stop dating and looking for a relationship.  During this season, take the time to find out why you are this way.   Matthew 6:33 says, “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”           
            As Christians, our first calling is to seek His kingdom and His righteousness.   This includes Jesus healing the broken things inside of you and making them whole and right.  
            What can you do to seek His kingdom and His righteousness? 
Start with prayer.   Ask the Holy Spirit to show you why you have become a desperate hunter.    Are their hurts from you past that need to be healed?   Have prior relationships left you broken and scarred?   Is there sin in your life that is keeping you from being able to see yourself as God sees you?   God knows your heart better than you do.   As you spend time in prayer, He will show you why are make the choices you do.   As He heals your heart, He will help you to make better choices. 
           Another benefit from spending time in prayer is that your relationship with God will be strengthened.   You will get to know Him better.    As you experience His love, many of the needs in your heart will be filled.   When you are ready to date again, your standards will be much higher because having experienced God’s love you will find it difficult to settle for less.  
            What else can you do?   Well, you may want to consider going through counseling or a spiritual deliverance session.    These tools may help you discover insights into yourself and develop new behavioral patterns.    This is especially true if your problems are generational. 
 Did you know that the tendency to be a desperate hunter can be a generational iniquity passed down from one generation to the next?   It’s true!   Maybe great-great-grandma had an experience in her life that traumatized her ability to have healthy relationships and scarred her self-image.   It is possible that she passed her unhealthy attitudes and beliefs about relationships on to her daughter, who passed them down to Grandma, who passed them to Mom, then you.     If may be a generational pattern that needs to be broken by the power of the Holy Spirit.   In this case, a spiritual deliverance session could change your life and set you on the right path.  
           You might be saying, “Okay, I’ve taken time and worked through my issues.   I don’t want to be a desperate hunter anymore.  However, I still want to get married and have a family.”
            Of course you do.   This is a natural God-given desire placed inside of all women.   It’s not wrong.    So here’s my suggestion—change sports.   Instead of hunting, try fishing.   
           What’s the difference?
            Hunters go out and spend their time tracking their game until it’s captured.   On the other hand, fishermen bait their hooks, throw their lines in the water and wait for the fish to come to them.   This is a good example for Christian women to follow.   Live your life.  Enjoy your life and the people in it.   Become the best person that you can be.    When it is time for you to meet someone, God will arrange it.        
Another thing about fisherman—if they catch a fish and it doesn’t meet their standards, they throw it back and wait for the next fish!   This is a great principle for Moms to teach their daughters.   Keep your standards high and don’t settle for anyone who isn’t fully committed to loving God, obeying His commandments, and treating His daughters with the proper respect.   If you are following these standards, no one will ever be able to call you a desperate female hunter.  
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