Do You Want To Marry A Prince Or A Frog? 
         What Kind Of Man Do You Want To Marry? 

Beltshazzar & Daniel
Who has woe?
Who has sorrow?
Who has strife?
Who has complaints?
Who has needless bruises?
Who has bloodshot eyes?
	He sounds like a hot date, doesn’t he?   What a babe!     Where can I find him?   
Proverbs 23:30-32 tells us who he is: “Those who linger over wine, who go to sample bowls of mixed wine.”   Verses 31-32 go on to warn us, “Do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly!  In the end it bites like a snake and poisons like a viper.   Your eyes will see strange sights and your mind imagine confusing things.  You will be like one sleeping on the high seas, lying on top of the rigging.  "They hit me," you will say, "but I'm not hurt! They beat me, but I don't feel it!  When will I wake up so I can find another drink?"  
	Unfortunately, we live in a society where alcohol is easily accessible and socially acceptable.   It’s seen as an ingredient for a good time.   Even in Christian circles, it is becoming more and more common to condone social drinking.    However, in Scriptures such as Proverbs 23, we are confronted with the truth about the dangers of alcohol and the devastating effects it can have on our lives and our relationships.      So let’s take a few moments for a reality check before you enter into a relationship with a man who drinks.  You don’t want to wake up married to the guy described in Proverbs 23:29! 
	Reality is that alcohol is not a harmless drink.   Actually, it is ethanol, which is a sedative. Above the Influence says “When alcohol is consumed, it's absorbed into a person's bloodstream.   From there, it affects the central nervous system (the brain and spinal cord), which controls virtually all body functions. Alcohol actually blocks some of the messages trying to get to the brain.   This alters a person's perceptions, emotions, movement, vision, and hearing.    Some of the side effects of drinking can include difficulty walking, blurred vision, slurred speech, slowed reaction times, impaired memory and blackouts, mental confusion, paralysis of the nerves that move the eyes, difficulty with muscle coordination, persistent learning and memory problems, liver disease, and unintentional injuries.”   
These are just some of the physical side effects.   Alcohol addiction can result in decreased performance at work which can end in unemployment.    Many marriages end in divorce because of alcohol.    Often domestic abuse is alcohol related.   Driving under the influence can result in legal problems, being in an accident, or manslaughter.   Although our society promotes alcohol as a way to have a good time, loosen up and relax, or add to the romance, this is only a small fraction of the story.   Alcohol’s true tale lies in the tears of women and children who are the victims of abuse and poverty because of an alcoholic husband and father.   There’s nothing fun or romantic about that. 
	Let’s look at Belshazzar.    He was the king of Babylon—a direct descendant of Nebuchadnezzar.   Belshazzar liked to party.   In Daniel 5, we get the picture of him doing just that.  “King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine with them.  While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from them.  So they brought in the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from them.  As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone.”  
	What a party!   Belshazzar was there with all of his nobles, and they were drinking heavily.   He was so intoxicated and full of himself that he ordered the goblets from the temple in Jerusalem be brought for his nobles, wives, and concubines to drink more alcohol.   This was a fatal error!   It was an act of blasphemy against God!   
That night while Belshazzar was living the party life, the King of Persia came and attacked the city and stole Belshazzar’s kingdom from him.  Daniel 5:30, “That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two.”     He lost everything while he was under the influence.  
	Belshazzar is not the only man in the Bible who let alcohol ruin his life.   Take for instance, Xerxes, in the Book of Esther. Like Belshazzar, Xerxes liked to have a good time!   Esther 1 tells of a banquet that he threw where the wine was flowing freely.    While Xerxes and his officials were intoxicated, Xerxes decided to have Queen Vashti come and “display her beauty” to his friends.   When she refused, Xerxes banished her from the kingdom.   That was it—marriage over.  Vashti was out!   
It isn’t until Esther 2:1 that Xerxes (now sober) remembered what he did and regretted it.   Here we find an example of a man who destroyed his family while he was intoxicated only to regret it later.  
	These are just two examples of men whose decisions, perceptions and judgments were impaired by alcohol.     One man destroyed his family and lost his wife.   The other man lost his kingdom and his life.   
	On the other hand, we have Daniel.  He was a Jew who was taken captive as a very young man and relocated to Babylon.  Far away from his family and his homeland, it would have been easy for Daniel	to abandon his convictions about following God’s Laws.  He could have allowed himself to acclimate to Babylonian society.     
However, Daniel chose a different route.   Instead of acclimating, Daniel chose to abstain from anything that was against God’s Laws.   Daniel 1 tells the story.  “Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility-  young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians.  The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king's table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king's service.  Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. 
But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.  Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel,  but the official told Daniel, "I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then have my head because of you." 
 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, "Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink.  Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see."  So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.  At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food.  So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead.  To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds.   At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar.  The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king's service.  In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.” 
Because he knew it was against God’s Laws, Daniel chose to abstain from the king’s food and wine.     It was a huge risk—but because of his commitment to God, Daniel chose to take it.   God honored Daniel’s decision and blessed him.     In the end, Daniel and his friends were found to be far superior to their counterparts in every area.   
Let’s go back to Belshazzar’s banquet.  Why wasn’t Daniel there?   
Daniel was a nobleman.   He ran the kingdom when Nebuchadnezzar went insane.  Why wasn’t he at the banquet drinking with the other thousand nobles?    He should have been invited.   Still, when the queen recommended Daniel as a wise man who could interpret the writing on the wall, it is obvious that Daniel was not at the party.  
 On the night where all the other nobles were drunk, Daniel was sober.     When King Darius overtook the city, the intoxicated Belshazzar died.   Daniel, on the other hand, survived.   Not only did he survive, but Daniel 6:1 tells us that the new king appointed Daniel to be one of 3 administrators who ruled the entire Persian kingdom.   Again, God honored Daniel’s commitment to Him and gave him success.
At this point you might be saying, “Adessa, this has nothing to do with me.   I’m not going to marry a king or a nobleman.   We aren’t going to lose a country.   I doubt if my husband will have a few beers and banish me into exile.   What’s the big deal if I marry a man who likes to have a drink once in awhile?”
Well, you’re right.   You will probably not marry a man who will lose his kingdom while he’s intoxicated.   But what about his job?    Suppose you fall in love and marry a man who likes to drink to elevate stress.   No big deal—it helps him unwind a little.   What happens when a little stress becomes a lot of stress?   Does the drinking increase?   It won’t help solve his problems—in fact, it will make them worse.    What if this leads to him being demoted at work or even losing his job?   Are you ready to deal with that kind of financial pressure?   If he loses his job because of a drinking problem, how will you pay the mortgage, the car payments, and the health insurance premiums?   Suddenly, your personal kingdom is in dire jeopardy because of a problem with alcohol.  This scenario isn’t far-fetched.   It’s reality for too many women every single day.
Maybe he won’t lose his job because of his drinking problem.   After all, Xerxes didn’t.   He remained king throughout the book of Esther.  However, he lost his first wife,  Vashti.   The only relationship he had with his second wife, Esther, was sexual.    No, he didn’t lose his kingdom, but his personal life was a disaster.   
Unfortunately, this is also a reality for many women who are married to men who drink.   If a man is an alcoholic, he may neglect or abuse his family.  Alcoholics, like all abusers and addicts, will have a problem with lying.   They will tell outright lies, lies of omission, cover-ups, exaggerations, and minimizations.   They will make excuses, blame others for their drinking, and continue to use alcohol regardless of consequences.  Alcohol problems are related to increased rates of marital violence, poor communication, and feelings of marital distress that lead to a greater risk of divorce.   
Here are some scary but true statistics:  Among battered women, 40-60 percent reported that their husbands were heavy or problem drinkers. 
Among married men admitted to alcohol treatment centers, 50-70 percent reported participating in partner violence, with 20-30 percent of these men reporting having engaged in severe violence towards their spouses. 
The more frequently men are intoxicated, the more likely they are to be verbally and physically violent toward their spouses. Alcohol abuse is connected to increased aggression and marital violence that tends to be more severe and more likely to result in injury. 
Spouses under the influence of alcohol tend to act more aggressively, perhaps because their ability to think rationally is reduced.   Alcohol tends to make individuals more impulsive and to decrease their ability to restrain their aggression. 
You may be thinking “Wait a minute!  I have no intentions of marrying an alcoholic.   I just don’t see the problem with having a drink now and then socially.”
The problem with that idea is that there is a very fine, almost minuscule line between social drinking and alcohol dependency.      The truth is that alcoholism is a genetic disease passed on from one generation to another.   While it may be true that some people can drink socially and not become alcoholics, there are other people who are so genetically predisposed to alcoholism that one drink will start the cycle toward alcoholism.  The best way to avoid this possibility is to completely abstain from drinking alcohol and only date and marry a man who has the same commitment.   
There is absolutely no need to ever be intoxicated.   It is not necessary.    Ephesians 5:18 says, “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”  
 If you feel stressed, pray and ask the Holy Spirit for help.   
Do you need courage?   The Holy Spirit can give you all the strength and courage that you need.   
You don’t need to drown you’re sorrows.   The Bible says that God wants to heal our broken hearts.   
Do you need to feel happier?   The joy of the Lord is our strength.   
Alcohol is a cheap substitute for the Holy Spirit.   He can fill every need that you have without alcohol.    Hence, for the believer, there is no excuse for drinking.   For the young lady looking for a life partner, there is no excuse to marry a man who drinks.    It is a risk that is not worth taking.   The social drinker you marry today may be the alcoholic you divorce years from now.      As you read this, there are many women who regret the choice they made to marry a man who they thought was a social drinker, only to find out that his problem ran much deeper.   
You see, alcoholism isn’t just a research topic for me.   It was a big problem in my family history.   I’ve heard the women in my family tell stories of father’s and husband’s whose alcoholism resulted in family violence, poverty, sickness and marital problems.   I’ve heard them talk about the names their father’s would call them when they were intoxicated and how it hurt them.   I listened while they told stories of husbands attacking wives for more money to drink and gamble, and children who were truly afraid of what would happen if Daddy lost everything.   
Because of these stories, I am truly grateful that my parents recognized the potential for alcohol addiction and decided to completely abstain from it.     In addition to teaching my brother and I the Biblical teachings against alcoholism, they told us the truth about our genetic tendency toward alcoholism, and the dangerous consequences one drink could have on our lives.   
If you are a Mom reading this article, I strongly encourage you to teach your children to avoid alcohol in any form.    If there is a genetic predisposition on either side of the family, warn them so they don’t take that first drink.   Teach your daughters at a young age to avoid alcohol and avoid men who drink.   Don’t make social drinking acceptable.    Be honest and up front with your daughters and teach them to look for a husband who is committed to sobriety. 
Finally, if you really want to find a Prince and not a frog, do not date a man who drinks.   That should be a deal breaker.   If you are dating a Christian who feels that social drinking is acceptable, share your convictions with him.   If he really loves God and you, he will respect your convictions and stop drinking completely.     However, I would give the relationship some time before I rushed into a commitment to see if he sticks with it.   I would also have him pray a prayer of spiritual deliverance so he could be free from any demons of addiction, alcoholism, or any other demons that may have influenced him while he was intoxicated.   If he is committed to your relationship, he will take your feelings about this matter seriously.    If he refuses to oblige this request, you have to assume that alcohol is more important to him than you are.   This is definitely not a healthy relationship!  Run as fast as you can. 
You want to marry a man like Daniel.   Daniel was completely committed to obeying God’s Laws.  He didn’t let anything control him except the Spirit of God.     He was willing to abstain from anything that had even the slightest hint of displeasing God.   This is the type of man who will make a good husband.    Like Daniel, this type of man will be more successful in every area of his life—including his job, his finances, and his relationships.  Don’t settle for less.   Proverbs 20:1 says, “Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler; whoever is led astray by them is not wise.”
In Proverbs 31 King Lemuel’s mother distinguishes between princes and frogs when she says, “"It is not for kings, O Lemuel—not for kings to drink wine, not for rulers to crave beer, lest they drink and forget what the law decrees, and deprive all the oppressed of their rights.”    Don’t marry a frog, wait for a Prince and avoid men who drink alcohol.  
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