	Let’s talk about doing the right thing–even when it will cost you something.   This isn’t a popular idea in today’s culture.   Issues that used to be black and white have become blurry and murky.   We seem to think we have a choice of whether or not to do the right thing, but for a Christian there is no choice.   Doing the right thing is an obligation for a Christian.   James 4:17 says, “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.” 
 
	In late February 2010, our family had to make a choice to do the right thing or choose to condone sin.   Once again, I saw my Mom choose to follow God’s ways and be persecuted by my Dad who wanted to follow the culture.   It was a scenario I’d seen played out many times over the years.    One parent wanted to follow God’s ways and the other parent didn’t.  
 
The whole ordeal started quite innocently.   We were watching the local news when they did a story on saving money on your property taxes.   Trying to be a good steward of our money, I called the television station to investigate.  That’s when I found out that the money for the tax relief came from an industry that is clearly anti-Biblical.    To get the tax relief, you had to sign papers saying you wanted to participate in the program of taking money from this industry.  
 
	As soon as my Mom found out, she decided that she could not participate.   She chose to pay the higher taxes.   It was more important to her to have a clear conscience before God and do the right thing than to save money.   My Dad did not agree.   He said that our little stand wouldn’t change anything.   He felt entitled to the tax break and not obligated to do the right thing.   Again, I saw two different people with two different hearts toward God choose two very different roads.   In the end, we did not take the tax break, but my Mom did endure my Dad’s persecution for doing the right thing.   
 
	This series of events made me think, “How many other women are going through the same thing?”   Are you committed to doing the right thing even when it costs you?   
 
Let me be honest with you, it was a hard choice for my Mom to choose to pay the higher taxes.   Just days before, she was surprised with a major expense and she was already stressed about money.  Still, when it came to choosing between right and wrong, to participate in sin or not, she saw no option but to obey God. 
 
 Do you feel the same way?   Are you totally committed to obeying God and avoiding sin?   Or are you like my Dad?	Are you willing to go with the culture and make excuses for why it’s okay for you to avoid doing the right thing?   But it’s not okay.   The Bible doesn’t make allowances for excuses like “Everyone else is doing it” or “It won’t make a difference”.  The Bible teaches us that as Christians we are to be different. 
 
 2 Corinthians 6:17 says “Come out from them and be separate.” 
 
 Romans 12:2 reads “Do not conform any longer to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.   Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is–His good, pleasing and perfect will.”
 
 God wants us to live each day by Biblical standards not worldly standards.   There is no wiggle room when it comes to doing the right thing–we are just supposed to do it.  
  
	Can I be totally honest with you?    Although it wasn’t my decision to make, I cannot say that I had the same intense conviction that my Mom did.   I’m ashamed to say that I was afraid of how much our taxes would increase if we chose to do the right thing.   It wasn’t until I completely understood where the money was coming, from that I realized we had no choice but to do the right thing.    The more truth I found out, the more I understood that there was no way to justify participation in the program.   We had to choose to do what was right no matter the cost.  
 
	That’s why many of us avoid doing the right thing–the cost.   Often it isn’t just a matter of money.   Sometimes we are afraid of losing a person or relationship if we do the right thing.   This is especially hard for a woman who is married to an unsaved man.   If you are in this situation, choosing to obey God and do the right thing will cost you dearly.   You don’t want to live in a war zone; you want to live in a peaceful household.   You want to be loved and supported by your partner, but if you choose to do the right thing, you could be persecuted by him.   He could disagree and become angry and non-communicative.  You will pay for doing the right thing with your emotions and your heart.  
 
	If you are living in this atmosphere, you have my deepest sympathy.   I pray that our Heavenly Father will give you all the grace, strength, and support that you need.   I pray that He will heal your broken heart and help you each day.  I have seen firsthand the pain this causes to a woman’s heart and soul.   I watched my Mom cry because of the deep pain in her heart when my Dad persecuted her for doing the right thing.   When he decided to give her the silent treatment to punish her or let his anger explode and say hurtful things.   He took the anger and rebellion he felt for God out on her.  Still, she always chose to do the right thing.   
 
	Being persecuted for doing the right thing is never easy, but it is extremely hard when it comes from someone you love.  For a woman married to an unbeliever, the cost of doing the right thing is very high, and it might seem easier to avoid the conflict.  Believe me, I understand that.   However, you still have the responsibility before God to do what is right and let Him deal with your persecutor.     
 
	Even though I cannot make your choice easier, let me encourage you with this:   YOU ARE NOT ALONE.   You are a member of a powerful group of women in God’s army.   You are in a group of soldiers who are willing to take a stand, do the right thing, and teach their children to do the right thing.   When you are treated badly for doing what is right, you are being persecuted.  The Bible says, “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (Matthew 5:11-12)    
 
Our pastor once told my Mom that each time she was persecuted for doing the right thing; she was getting another jewel in her crown to give to Jesus.   Because she loved Jesus, she continued to do the right thing.  Because you love Jesus, you can choose to do the right thing whenever you are presented with a choice.  
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