We hear about it every day.   Gas prices are rising. Grocery prices are skyrocketing.   People are losing their jobs and their houses.   Across America, economic times are hard and people are searching for solutions to their financial problems.    
	Because of these issues, many churches are offering classes or seminars to teach people how to handle money wisely.   A few weeks ago, Jamie and I decided to attend one of these classes.  However, when the meeting was over, we were pleasantly surprised.   Our Mom had already taught us all of the lessons that he was teaching the congregation.    As we drove home that evening, we talked about how truly blessed we were to have a Mom who taught us these important life lessons.  
	In reality, all parents are teaching their children money lessons as they live their lives.   Some parents teach their children to be irresponsible with money, because they handle money irresponsibly.   Other parents teach their children that money is for pleasure, play, and having everything you want.   There are parents who teach their children that it is too difficult and overwhelming to manage money.    Then there are parents like my Mom, who teach their children the basic Biblical principles for handling money, living within their means, and honoring God with their income.   These parents are giving their children an awesome gift—a head start in handling one of life’s most challenging issues.  I will always be grateful to have a Mom who gave us this very important gift.  
GIFT #13  She taught us Bible-based principles for handling money.  
	I was almost 5 years old when my Mom became a Christian.  My brother, Jamie, was 2.   My Mom believed it was never too early to start teaching children to live by Biblical principles.   One of the earliest lessons I remember being taught about money was:  The importance of tithing.    Whenever we earned any money, she taught us that 10% went to God.   This included tithing one dime from our $1.00 allowance or giving God a nickel from the 50 cents we “earned” selling the pictures we drew to our grandparents.     It wasn’t the amount of money that mattered; she was trying to teach us the fundamental Biblical principle of tithing.  
	Of course, as we grew older, we had more money and more expenses.   However, we never forgot the lesson that our Mom taught us when we were preschoolers.    No matter what our expenses, the first 10% of any income went to God.  She taught us to be faithful and consistent in our obligation to God, and He would provide our needs.  
	Then she taught us about offerings.  Although we gave offerings as a family, often Mom encouraged us to give generous offerings on our own.    I remember being in elementary school and pledging $1.00 a month to the 700 Club.  Mom supported this endeavor by writing a check for $1.00 after I gave her the money.    She wanted us to get into the practice of supporting God’s work, and experience the blessing that comes from following God’s principles of paying tithes and offerings.  
	I am so grateful that she taught us these lessons.   Because she taught us these lessons at such a young age, they became unquestionable habits in our lives.   Because she led us in a lifetime of tithing and giving, Jamie and I have experienced God’s faithfulness in our financial lives.   Although we are not wealthy, God has always provided our needs, sometimes in miraculous ways.    I know that all of these blessings can be traced back to a Mom who started teaching us about tithing and giving before we went to kindergarten.   Thanks Mom!
	Another money lesson we learned from Mom was the Stewardship Principle.   She taught us that everything we owned was given to us by God and belonged to Him.   It is our job to take care of His things for Him.    
	Just after she got saved, Mom learned this principle and began applying it to her life.   Whatever was a part of Mom’s life was part of our lives.   Hence, we learned that our home belonged to God; we take care of it, clean it, repair it, and appreciate it because He gave it to us and it belongs to Him.   She taught us that our car belonged to God, so we should keep it clean, take good care of it, and use it for His glory.   She taught us that our toys belonged to God, so we should appreciate them, take care of them, and share them as Jesus would.   The list could go on and on, but the principle was the same.  We should thank God for everything we had and take good care of everything He gave us because it belonged to Him.   Most importantly, we should be willing to use everything He gave for His honor and His glory. 
Again, the principles that we were taught as children have helped us throughout our lives.   Even today, my brain is trained to think, “This belongs to God—you need to take care of it and use it for His glory.”   Why not?   That’s what I was taught as a very little girl. 
	Another money lesson that I am eternally grateful that my Mom taught us was to Avoid Debt At All Costs.    When we were growing up, Mom never used credit cards.   In fact, I don’t think she had one.   She was never afraid to tell us why.   
She told us that when she and Dad were first married, they got into trouble with credit cards.   As everyone who charges too much eventually learns, there comes a day when you must pay the price.   Well, Mom was really good about learning her lessons and not repeating the same mistakes.  So, after they paid off their credit cards she determined to never make that mistake again.   She made it a point to teach Jamie and I about the dangers of credit and the need to only buy what you can afford.    
	Throughout our lives, Mom taught us what the Bible said about debt.   She used Scriptures like “The borrower is servant to the lender” (Proverbs 22:7) to teach us that you can never be truly free to serve God when you are in debt.   You always have the obligation to pay the debt.   
Rather than going into debt, she encouraged us to work hard and save our money for the things we wanted.    She taught us that sometimes you need to choose between using your money for fun and saving it for what you really want and need.   When we had a need, she taught us to pray and wait for God to answer rather than go into debt.  
I cannot express how grateful I am for this life lesson!  Because of her strong beliefs and teaching, Jamie and I were saved from learning this lesson the hard way.   Not only that, but we have been able to follow God’s path for our lives because Mom strongly encouraged us to avoid college debt and consumer debt.  Now I’ll be honest, avoiding college debt did come at a cost.   I worked for a year between high school and college and every summer.   I also had an on-campus job for 3 years.   There was no frivolous spending or spring break vacations.  Money was earned and saved.   However, I have only gratefulness and no regrets.    After college, I was completely about to follow God’s will for my life without being burdened by a mountain of college debt.   Because she taught us to avoid all consumer debt, Jamie and I were never tied down by credit card debt.  
	Honestly, I do not intend for this section to make anyone feel guilty.   I realize that many people did not have the benefit of a Mom who consistently taught them these principles.   However, I think most people who are in debt will agree that it is not a good idea.   Today, many Christians are working very hard to get out of debt with a commitment to never return.   That’s great!   
	What I am trying to teach is the importance of passing on the lessons you have learned about debt and money to your children.   Even if you’ve made mistakes in your life, you can prevent them from repeating those mistakes.   You can teach them about the dangers of debt, and the value of hard work, saving, and waiting for the things they need.   
As a godly Mom, you can be the last one to struggle with debt in your family.    By honestly telling your children about your own struggles and regrets, you can help them learn from your mistakes.   As you make changes in your own life, you can encourage them to make right financial choices and decisions.  You can be the revolutionary who breaks the cycle of debt and teaches your children to manage money God’s way.   My Mom did, and so can you!   Someday your kids will be just as grateful as Jamie and I are for a Mom who taught us how to avoid the pitfalls of debt.  
	Finally, my Mom taught us how to set up a budget and live within our means.   She taught us that it is never too late or too early to learn this lesson and apply it to your life.    This is the story of how our family’s financial tragedy led to our financial freedom. 
	It was a warm summer morning, and Mom and I were waiting for Jamie to come home from college.   While we were waiting, Mom decided to take a walk and get the mail.   When she returned, our lives were changed forever. 
	As she walked through the door, she was visibly shaken.   A statement had arrived from the bank saying that we owed a large amount of money.   My Mom had no idea that we had any debt.   Like I said before, she believed that debt was wrong and she made the commitment in her life to living frugally and avoiding debt at all costs.   Unfortunately, my Dad had not made this same commitment.  
	To understand this story, you need to know that while we were growing up, my Dad was very controlling when it came to the family finances.   He would not allow anyone to help him with the budget, or have any say in the family budget.   Whenever Mom say, “I think we should work on the budget together—I need to know what’s going on”, Dad would become very agitated and say he had everything under control.   He refused to let her participate.   When she asked if we had any debts, he said, “No”.   
	Needless, to say, this bank statement was a surprise.   It was devastating to find out that Dad was lying and keeping secrets.  In just a few minutes, we were enveloped in a big financial crisis.   Through all the shock and pain of Dad’s deception, my Mom’s courage and determination came shining through.  She determined that she was going to study and learn how to handle money by God’s financial principles.   
She consolidated all of our credit card debt into one big bank loan, and then she took a good honest look at our entire financial situation.   She did her research, and applied what she learned as she put our family on a very tight budget which included a large percentage for debt repayment.   After the debt was paid off, she continued managing our family budget by God’s financial principles.   She was dedicated to living within our means, saving money for emergencies, and avoiding debt at all costs.   She did an awesome job of repairing our devastated finances and structuring our family budget. 
	However, Mom was not about to fall into the trap of unaccountability.   Instead, she made the family budget an open, honest document that could be viewed by everyone in the family.   She insisted that everyone who lived in the house understand the family budget and participate in implementing it.   This is how she taught Jamie and I how to manage money and live by God’s financial principles.  
Personally, I believe that every parent should follow her example and include their children in the family budget.   It’s the best way for them to learn about the reality of money, how much things cost, and how to live on a budget.  
For example, after my Dad’s debt was discovered, my Mom she carried the main responsibility as the family’s Chief Financial Officer.  (His choice, not hers)  However, each of us knew how the budget worked and where the money was going.   When decisions or changes needed to be made, she discussed it with all of us.   She kept herself accountable to the entire family.   If we had a suggestion for a budgeting improvement, she listened to our suggestion and implemented several of them.    Every time she learned a new lesson, she shared it with us.   When she felt financial pressure, she shared that with us too, so we could work together to get through difficult times.   From time to time she would put each of us in charge of the financial responsibility for various projects.  Perhaps my brother would be responsible for the finances for a home repair job, or I would be responsible for planning the food budget.   She wanted us to learn how to handle money God’s way. 
This is one of the greatest gifts my Mom gave my brother and I.  Because of her openness and accountability with the family budget, my brother and I learned valuable principles about money management.    That’s what we discovered when we attended the money seminar.   Although we are by no means financial experts, because of my Mom’s diligence, honestly, and openness about her life and the family budget, we had already learned the basic financial principles being taught in the class.  As we rode home that evening we were once again reminded that we had an awesome Mom who gave us valuable gifts that money could never buy.   
I hope her example encourages you to give these gifts to your children.   Remember, it’s never too late.  Just like my Mom, you can teach your kids to handle money God’s way.   They will thank you for it!  
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