	Throughout this series, we’ve spent a lot of time focusing on the type of man you do not want to date.   This month, we are going to focus on a man who modeled godly character traits—the character traits single women should be looking for in a potential husband.   These are the character traits that Moms should be teaching their daughters are necessary when they are choosing whether or not to date a young man.  This man is Joseph, the step-father of Jesus.  Let’s get to know him better.   
	We are first introduced to Joseph in Matthew 1.    At this point, Joseph’s life seems pretty normal.   He has his carpenter’s business.   He’s engaged to be married.   He probably had his life all planned out.   Then God intervened and Mary, Joseph’s fiancé, was pregnant.   Suddenly, everything was upside down.   How could this happen?   What was he going to do?   Joseph was forced to make a decision.   That’s where we get our first description of Joseph.   
	Matthew 1:19 says, “Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.”   
	The Bible describes Joseph as a righteous man.  What does that mean?  To be righteous means "to be characterized by uprightness or morality; to act in a moral or upright way, virtuous.”  When Joseph was presented with this life crisis, he came to his decision based on his character as a righteous man. 
Joseph’s decision was based on his desire to do the right thing before God, not his desires or feelings.   Because he honored God’s Laws, he knew he couldn’t marry Mary, who was now thought to be unfaithful.   Such a marriage would be an implied admission of his own guilt.   His commitment to following God’s Laws was greater than his desire to marry Mary.   On the other hand, Joseph didn’t make his decision out of anger.   Otherwise, he would have taken Mary to the magistrate and demanded the full punishment for her sin.   He didn’t do that.   He chose to do the right thing in the kindest way possible.   
This is a character trait all single women should be looking for in a husband.   Can he be described as a righteous man?   Is he committed to doing what is right in God’s eyes and living by the standards of the Bible above all else in his life?    Are the character traits of holiness, purity, and uprightness evident in his life?   If he was presented with a major life decision, would he decide to do the right thing or would he find a way to do what he wanted?   These are important questions to ask before you walk down the aisle.  
Why?   Because the man you date will be the man you marry.    If you marry a man who has strong convictions and morals, a man who is firmly committed to living by these convictions, you will know you can trust him.   You will be able to depend on him.   When hard times or persecution arise, you will know that he has a firm foundation of being committed to righteousness and he will not waver.   
Joseph’s decision gives us another reason to wait for a righteous man.   Because Joseph had a heart for God and a desire to do what was right, he chose to do what would be good for Mary, not just himself.   If you marry a righteous man, he will treat you better.   A righteous man will be trying to live like Jesus.   Thus, he will be kind, unselfish, loving, generous, and merciful.   A righteous man will take the Biblical teaching on how to be a good husband and father seriously.   He will try to do what is best for you and your children.   This will give you a happier marriage and a better life.   
Now I understand.   Many men in today’s society are not devoted to righteous living.   I’m sure there were many men in Judah who did not have Joseph’s commitment to righteousness.  However, God led Joseph to Mary.   In the same way, God can lead you to a man who is committed to righteousness if you will allow Him to choose your husband for you and wait until He brings a righteous man into your life.   In the meantime, don’t settle for someone who isn’t committed to living by God’s standards.   You may get married quicker if you settle, but you will have a happier life and marriage if you marry a man like Joseph who is committed to righteousness. 
Let’s look at another characteristic of Joseph.   Matthew 1:20-24, “But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."  
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"—which means, "God with us.”  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife.”
Joseph had made his decision.   He was going to do the right thing.  Then an angel appeared to him in a dream and explained what happened to Mary.   He also gave Joseph the specific instructions on what he was to do.    This is the great part—as soon as Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him.  That’s the next character trait we’re going to study.   Joseph discerned that the message was from God and he obeyed it.   
This is an invaluable character trait in a man.   Can he discern the will of God and when he knows God’s will, does he obey it?   Honestly, this isn’t something that single women usually put an emphasis on.   We look for someone who makes us laugh, someone who’s successful, someone who is good-looking, but we never really think, “Can he discern God’s will?”   However, after you are married, when a major decision or life crisis arises, this will be a very important character trait.    You will want to be married to someone who knows how to seek God and find out His will.  
	This goes hand-in-hand with being a righteous man.   A man who wants to live right will want to be in the center of God’s will.    Many times, it’s easy to discern what God wants.   The Bible gives us clear boundaries for what is right and wrong.   Other times, the decision isn’t a matter of right and wrong.   You need to seek God and find out what His will is for your life.   Decisions like, “Should we move or should we stay?”  “Should I take the new job?” or “How do I handle this unexpected crisis?” will only be answered by spending time in prayer, seeking God’s will.   
  	At these moments, you will be glad you married a man was able to discern God’s will.   Otherwise, you will be carrying the entire load alone.   There are many women who are married to men who have no desire to know God’s will, who feel like they are carrying the weight of the world on their shoulders.   This is a hard life that you don’t want to live. 
  
So find out now, does he seek God’s will when he’s making his life decisions?   Ask him, “What made you choose the college you attended, your job, where you live?”   If it is his regular practice to seek and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit, this will readily appear in his answer to these questions.  
 If the Holy Spirit or following God’s will is never mentioned, ask him, “Did you pray about it?  Did you feel this was what God wanted?   When do you pray about your life decisions?”   Depending on his answers, you will need to evaluate whether or not you can make your life choices the way he does.   Personally, I would like to marry a man who seeks God’s will in every life decision, and follows the leading of the Holy Spirit.   This shows that his life is totally dedicated to God and following God’s ways.  
	Let’s take it a step further.   What I truly love about Joseph is that after he knew what God wanted, he did it.    He didn’t put it off.    He didn’t wait to see how things turned out.   He obeyed God.  Let’s be realistic.   This wasn’t an easy thing for Joseph to do, but he did it.  
	This wasn’t the only time we see Joseph obeying God.   Matthew 2:13-15 says, “When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream.”Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod.”
	Again, God gave Joseph direction and Joseph immediately obeyed.   Like before, it wasn’t an easy thing for Joseph to move his family to Egypt.   They didn’t have a home in Egypt.   Joseph didn’t have a business in Egypt.   They didn’t speak the language.   They didn’t know anyone.   This move was an extreme hardship.   Still, Joseph obeyed God’s direction.  
	Then in Matthew 2:19-21, “After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child's life are dead." So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets: "He will be called a Nazarene."
	There is a persistent pattern of Joseph discerning the will of God and leading his family as they obeyed it.     Notice, it isn’t Mary’s responsibility to be the spiritual head of the house and discern God’s will.   There isn’t a pattern of Mary going to Joseph and saying, “I think God wants us to do this.”    
	No, Joseph accepted his responsibility as the head of the house and he led the family in obeying God.   Please, don’t think I am in any way saying that women cannot or should not hear God or seek His will.   What I am saying is that it is very difficult for a woman when a man refuses to take his place of leadership, and places all of the responsibility on her to be the spiritual head of the house.   How do I know?   I watched my Mom carry this responsibility throughout her life.  
	My Mom wanted to follow God’s will in every area of her life.   My Dad didn’t see the necessity of seeking God’s will.  Instead, he chose to roll with the punches.   When problems came, it was up to Mom to solve them.    When a choice had to be made, Mom prayed about it.   If it was necessary to take a stand for what was right, Dad refused to do it.   Although I admire my Mom for having the strength and courage to do the things my Dad refused to do, I know it was extremely hard on her.   It would have been so much easier for her if they could have sought God and followed God’s will together.   
	I realize there are many women who are standing in the gap leading their families in righteousness because their husbands will not.   I admire and applaud them.    However, this article serves as a warning to single ladies who still have choices.    I’m sure every women who is carrying the banner of righteousness alone will tell you that your life will be easier if you marry a man who is committed to seeking and obeying God’s will like Joseph.  Don’t settle for less!     
	Let’s look at one final character trait in Joseph.   Joseph was a man who could wait.     Matthew 1:24-25 says, “When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.”
	We’re going back to immediately after Joseph’s initial angelic visitation.   The angel came and explained everything to Joseph, and Joseph chose to obey the angel’s command.   Joseph knew that it was imperative that the Messiah be born of a virgin.   So even though Joseph and Mary were married, Joseph knew that he had to wait to consummate the marriage until after Jesus was born.  Like a truly righteous man, Joseph was able to wait until the proper time.   
After Jesus was born, Joseph and Mary consummated their marriage and had more children.  In the proper time, Joseph and Mary had a healthy, marital relationship.   The key is that he was able to wait until the proper time.  He gives us an example of a man who is committed to purity and waiting until the proper time for sexual intimacy.   
	As Christian women, we need to pray and ask God to lead us to a man like Joseph who is committed to waiting.     Again, it is a sign that he is committed to righteous living.  We should not lower our standards in this area.   
Because we live in a sexually permissive society, many women have decided it is impossible to find a man who is committed to obeying God’s sexual boundaries.  They’ve accepted the lie “That’s just the way things are now; you can’t expect a man to wait until he’s married.” 
  This is wrong!   As a Christian woman seeking to marry a Christian man you should expect nothing less than a commitment to obeying God’s Laws regarding sex outside of marriage.   This isn’t a gray area.   The Bible is clear; sex outside of marriage is sin.   You should expect the Christian man you are dating to want to obey the Bible.   
The ability to wait until marriage shows you so many things about a man’s character.   It shows that he has strong morals and convictions.  It shows that he is committed to following God’s plan for your lives together.   It demonstrates self-control and selflessness.   It proves that his commitment to God and God’s ways supersedes his own desires.  That is the type of righteous man you want to marry. 
Let’s look at it this way.    When God sent His Son to earth, He chose who Jesus’ parents would be.   He picked Mary and Joseph.   God wouldn’t have chosen Joseph to raise His Son if He didn’t think Joseph would make a good husband and father.    The Bible doesn’t tell us much about Joseph.   We know he was a carpenter, which means he was hard working.   Other than that, not much is said.  However, what we do know gives us an idea of the qualities that God values in a husband and father.   These are the qualities that you should be looking for in a husband.  
Don’t settle for anything less than a righteous man—a man who is committed to living right and treating people right.     Be sure that he is willing to seek and obey God’s will for his life and your life together.  Don’t just listen to his words, watch his actions.   Plenty of men say they are committed to following God wholeheartedly, but the proof is in their everyday lives.   Does he consult God with each and every decision?   When God leads him in a particular direction, does he willingly obey?   Is he committed to living within the boundaries that God has established?   Does he have a commitment to purity in his life because he loves God and wants to please Him?   Are their areas in his life where he clearly lives against Biblical standards?    

God chose Joseph to marry Mary and help raise Jesus because of his righteous character.    Because of that character, he knew Joseph would follow God’s ways and live within God’s boundaries.    If these were the criteria that God chose, than we should be looking for these criteria as well.   Each single woman should pray and ask God to lead her to a righteous man, like Joseph.    That is God’s idea of a prince—someone who lives by the rules in His kingdom.  
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