It’s that time of year again.    The stores are decorated with trees and garland.   People are busy hanging Christmas lights.    The airwaves are bombarded with the sound of Christmas music and the holiday movies have reappeared on television.  
 
            This is one of my favorite things about the holidays.    I love to watch the same holiday movies over and over again.    It doesn’t matter if it’s White Christmas or one of the newer Christmas classics, every year I enjoy watching them.    The plots are usually the same.   Some poor, disgruntled soul enters the holiday season frazzled and jaded by the realities of life.   Throughout the course of the movie, circumstances arise that remind them of the things that are truly important: faith, family, and love.    As they learn these lessons, things in their life begin to turn around.   By the end of the movie, all of their problems are solved, they have discovered the job of their dreams, and met the love of their life.   All of this happens before the snow falls on Christmas Eve.  
 
           I know they seem sappy, but I really like these movies.    For one thing, they are generally family friendly and I don’t have to worry about my conscience being offended.    Also, many of the lessons they teach about reevaluating your priorities are true.   However, they do stretch the envelope on reality.     The truth is that most of us will not have all of our problems resolved, all of our strained relationships mended, or fall in love before Christmas Eve.    Many of us won’t even have snow.   
 
If we aren’t really careful, by mid-December after we’ve been bombarded by Christmas movies, Christmas music, Christmas cards and Christmas parties, it can start to get to the single woman.  By the time we arrive at the actual holiday and Aunt Hildegard points out that it’s a shame you’re not married, after all your biological clock is ticking, you are ready to grab the closest thing you can find and clock Aunt Hildegard on the head!   It’s no wonder the online dating services will be advertising overtime the last 2 weeks in December!    
 
           However, this is not the time to start kissing frogs under the mistletoe!   Nor is it the time to start lowering your standards seeking instant gratification.    Remember, the holidays will come and go, but a bad marriage will not.  So, in an effort to encourage all of the single ladies to keep waiting on God to provide them with a prince,  this month we are going to look at  Joseph—the type of man that was worth the wait.   
 
           We are introduced to Joseph in Genesis 30.   Joseph was the son of Jacob and his beloved wife, Rachel.   It’s important to note that Jacob had another wife and 2 other concubines, but he only really loved Rachel.    Why is that important?   It explains why Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son.   As the favorite child, Joseph received special treatment and privileges from his father.     This did not go over well with Jacob’s 10 other sons.  As much as Jacob loved Joseph, his brother’s were jealous of him and hated him.    
 
           As if being the favorite weren’t enough to make his brothers hate him, Joseph had dreams.   Genesis 37 tells us about it: “Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him.  When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.  Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more.   He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.”  His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.  Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”  When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?”  His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.” 
 
            Let’s be honest.  It’s not hard to see why his brothers couldn’t stand him.   I can just hear their conversation after he walked away.  They had to be saying, “What is with this guy?   Who does he think he is?   Just because Daddy loves him most, he thinks the whole world will bow down to him.”   
 
Then another one chimes in, “Can you actually believe he thinks he will rule over us?   He’s crazy!   He better not hold his breath waiting for me to bow down to him!”  
 
I can just hear a third one saying, “Why can’t he just settle down, find a wife, start a family and get to work in the family business as a shepherd?   When’s he going to learn that he needs to get off his pedestal and get his hands dirty?  He’s a shepherd—nothing more—just like the rest of us.”
 
            Only Joseph wasn’t just like the rest of them.   His life wasn’t going to follow the normal path their lives had.  In fact, his life was about to take a very abnormal turn.     As we see in Genesis 37:12-37, Joseph’s life took an unexpected detour when his brother’s captured him and sold him as a slave.   Suddenly, he went from being “the favorite son” to being a slave in Egypt.   
 
            I’m sure no one was more surprised than Joseph.    After all, he believed his dreams were visions of things to come.   At worst, he thought he would inherit the family business and have the life of his brothers.   He never expected this.  
 
He was seventeen years old when he was auctioned as a slave.    His life went from “whatever Joseph wants Joseph gets” to “Joseph, get me whatever I want.”   Add to this the sense of grief he must have experienced in being separated from his father and his brother.    Now he was in a new land with new people who knew nothing about him or his family.  Yet, it was in these circumstances that we begin to get a glimpse of the character traits that made Joseph a prince.   
 
           The first thing I notice about Joseph is his resilience, his ability to survive this horrible life change.   Genesis 39: 1-6 briefly gives a brief description of Joseph’s life in Egypt.  “Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.  The LORD was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master.  When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did,  Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.  From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field.  So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.”
 
           These verses show that Joseph was the type of man who “when the going gets tough; he gets going.”   He didn’t wallow in self-pity or depression.   He didn’t cower in a corner waiting for someone to rescue him.   He was a survivor who not only dealt with the situation life handed him, he thrived in it!   
 This is a character trait that women should look for as they choose a life partner.   Why?   Because eventually, life is going to get hard.   Problems will come.   Finances will tighten.   Sicknesses will occur.   These are the simple realities of everyday life.  If you marry a man who is like Joseph, who faces problems head-on with the determination to survive and thrive, you will have a much better life than if you marry someone who tends toward a pity-me, I’m-the-victim mentality.     You want someone who will help you through life’s dark times, not someone who needs to be carried through them.    This characteristic is worth the wait.   
 
            Another character trait modeled by Joseph is that he was hard-working and willing to take on responsibility.   Granted, the Bible says that God blessed Joseph and prospered him, but there would have been no opportunity for God to prosper Joseph if Joseph would not have been willing to work hard.   
 
History tells us that Potipher was no push-over.   He was captain of the guard, an elite force in Pharaoh’s army.   Actually, he was the chief of the executioners.   This was one tough dude Joseph now served!    It was in this environment that Joseph’s work ethic comes shining through.   Not only did Joseph work hard, but he carried on his duties in a trustworthy and responsible manner.   This allowed God the opportunity to bless him and turn Potipher’s hard heart toward Joseph.   As Potipher added more responsibility, Joseph continued to rise to the occasion, accept the new responsibilities, work hard and succeed.   
 
           This character trait should be in the top 5 qualities that single women look for in a potential husband.   You want to marry a man who enjoys hard work.   A godly man will view all the work in his life as an offering that he gives to God.  Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters,”   
 
It is a blessing for a woman to be married to a man who sees work not as a burden, drudgery or chore.   This includes not only his job, but the work that he does at home, the work it takes to maintain a relationship or raise children, or the work required in his relationship with God.   You will have an easier life if you marry a man who embraces responsibility rather than runs from it.   
 
Do other people trust him?   Joseph could honestly answer “Yes!” to this question.  Potipher trusted him with his entire household.   This is what set him apart from all the other servants and workers in Potipher’s household—his ability to work hard, carry responsibility and be trustworthy.   This is one of the character traits that separates the princes from the frogs.  
 
            The final of Joseph’s character traits that we are going to discuss should be the #1 quality you look for in a husband.   Joseph was committed to following God and His ways.   This quality is clearly demonstrated in the narrative of Potipher’s wife. 
 
           Most of us know the story.   Potipher’s wife consistently tries to seduce Joseph and he repeatedly declines.  Finally, she traps him alone in the house and demands that he oblige her.  Look at the reason Joseph says he cannot, “How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9)  
 
           Let’s take a moment and think about this.   God allowed some really bad things to happen to Joseph.   He allowed Joseph’s brother’s to capture him, throw him into a pit, and sell him as a slave.   He allowed Joseph to lose everything: his family, his status as “the favorite”, his family’s money.   He watched as Joseph moved to a new country and became a menial slave.   Joseph had a few reasons to be angry with God.   However, that wasn’t the route Joseph took. Instead, Joseph continued to follow God’s Laws and live by God’s standards.   Even when no one else was looking and it would have been easier to abandon God’s ways, Joseph retained his commitment to God. 
  
           Do not marry a man who does not have this same commitment to God!   A man’s personal relationship with God will be the determining factor in every other area of his life.   It he has no relationship with God, he will have no moral compass to guide his life and his relationships.   If he is angry or bitter toward God, that anger and bitterness will be the guiding force in all of his relationships and endeavors.   No woman wants to live in this type of relationship.  
 
If a man has a casual relationship toward God, he will be wishy-washy in the other areas of his life.   He will always be looking for a way to compromise his principles so he can get what he wants.   Marrying him will be like building a house on swamp land—very little stability.   Some days he will live his life by God’s principles, and other days he won’t.   It will all depend on the mood that strikes him.   
 
However, if you marry a man like Joseph, who is 100% completely committed to following God and obeying His principles, you will have a secure life knowing that his life will be built on Biblical principles and a desire to please God.   When a man is truly committed to God, the Holy Spirit will constantly be working in his life to make him more like Jesus.    The fruit of the spirit will be evident in his life.   He will seek to handle problems in a Biblical manner.   He will want to be a good husband, a good father, and a good friend.   If a passionate love for God is at the center of his life, you will have a better, more secure, happier life.   You will be able to trust your husband, because he will be living his life to please God, not himself.    Like Joseph, he will not be guided by circumstances and fear of consequences, but he will be led by God’s principles and a commitment to pleasing Him.  
 
Now, if Joseph’s life were a Christmas movie, we would be about 20 minutes from the end.   As Potipher’s wife stormed out, the background music would grow tense and the camera would pull away.   However, just before you went to a commercial, you would catch a glimpse of the one servant who hadn’t left the house, but saw the whole thing.    When they came back, Joseph would be standing in front of Potipher about to be hung.   Suddenly, the  servant would come in and tell the whole story.   Potipher would believe the servant, the wicked wife would be disgraced, and Joseph would be saved.  As the cherry on top of the sundae, Joseph would get promoted, marry the servant girl he had his eye on, and live happily ever after.  
 
But the Bible is real life—and that’s not what happened.    In reality, Joseph is not rewarded at all for doing the right thing.   Instead, he is thrown into prison, potentially for the rest of his life.   Can you imagine how he felt?  
 
 Joseph was a dreamer.   Knowing this, you can assume that there were probably days when he was managing Potipher’s house that he thought to himself, “Okay, I can see how this is going to work out.   God sent me to Egypt and I’m pretty successful here.   If I work hard, I’ll probably keep rising until I see my dreams come true.”    Even if he didn’t think that, he probably came to the point of tolerating his circumstances.    But prison for a crime he didn’t commit—that wasn’t in the plans.  Yet again, we see Joseph’s princely character come through.   “But while Joseph was there in the prison, the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.”
 
            Again, we see that Joseph didn’t just lie down and die.  In the worst possible conditions we see Joseph’s resilience to get back up again.   Joseph chose to keep busy and work hard.  He was so trustworthy and responsible the warden put him in charge of the jail.   Most importantly, even in these terrible, unfair conditions, Joseph maintained his relationship with God.   How else could he have interpreted the dreams of the cupbearer and baker?  (Genesis 40)    Even in prison, Joseph was conducting himself in a godly manner as he waited for God to change his circumstances.  
   After all, it’s not like Joseph liked his circumstances.  He wanted to get out of prison.   This is evident in Genesis 40:14-15 when Joseph asked the cupbearer to remember him and help him get out of prison when he was pardoned.    Can you imagine Joseph’s disappointment when the cupbearer forgot him?   For two full years after the cupbearer’s release, Joseph remained in prison—working, being faithful to God, and waiting.  
 
 I’m sure there were days when Joseph thought his life was never going to change.   There were probably a few moments when he asked, “Why did MY life turn out like this?   Why couldn’t I be like everyone else?”    I believe there are 3 answers for to this question.  
 
First, Joseph was destined for great things.  God had a special plan for his life.   However, before God could make Joseph into the man He wanted him to be, God had to get Jacob out of Joseph.   
 
What do I mean?   Jacob was Joseph’s father.   As their father, Jacob passed many things onto his sons.   Among these things, he passed down a few generational iniquities and very bad behavioral patterns.  A quick overview of the second half of Genesis will give you a general idea of the things Jacob’s sons learned from Daddy.  As a result, Joseph’s brothers were guilty of lying, kidnapping, murder, betrayal, and a plethora of sexual sins.   Joseph had to get out of that atmosphere so God clean him up and get Jacob’s ways out of him. 
 
Secondly, Joseph needed to have his character developed.   That was not going to happen as long as Jacob was coddling him and spoiling him.   Joseph needed to go through some hard times so his relationship with God could develop and his good qualities could be strengthened.  He needed to work in Potipher’s household to gain the experience he needed to fulfill God’s purpose for his life.   He needed to learn management skills, people skills, how the government ran.   Even in prison he learned skills that he needed for his future job as prime minister of the nation.   Without all of these experiences, Joseph would not have been prepared for the task of saving the world from starvation.   It was a time of preparation.
 
Thirdly, and this is the hardest for us to accept, Joseph had to accept God’s timing.   Joseph had to remain in prison until the calendar reached 7 years before the famine.   If the cupbearer would have remembered Joseph as soon as he was released from prison, Joseph would have gotten another job and moved on with his life.   He couldn’t be released until it was God’s time for Egypt to start preparing for the famine.    Until then, Joseph had to wait.  
 
Waiting for God’s timing is a tough issue.  Let’s be honest, the holidays do not make it any easier.    It doesn’t make sense, but the holidays are like a psychological reminder that time is passing.   Sometimes like Joseph, you may ask yourself, “What am I waiting for?   Why can’t my life be like other peoples?”   
 
However, God does not run His clock around the holidays.   He has a specific plan for your life.   He knows what He is doing.   It is your responsibility to keep trusting Him and allowing Him to guide your life according to His timetable—not yours.  
 
What are you supposed to do while you wait?   Do what Joseph did.   First, allow God to clean up your past and get any generational iniquities or sinful behavioral patterns out of you.   Second, allow God to develop you into the person He knows you can be.    Let Him stretch your abilities, give you new experiences, and teach all you need to know to fulfill His purpose for your life.   
 
Finally, relax and enjoy yourself while you wait for God to bring a man like Joseph into your life.     This is not the time to start settling for less.   Remember, God is not just preparing you, He’s also preparing the man He intends to bring into your life.   Like Joseph, he will be a much better man after years of God preparing him than he could have been before God worked on him.    In God’s timing, you will find that it was worth the wait.   Joseph did.  
In Genesis 41, we are told the end of the story.   After years of suffering in prison, Joseph got the call.    On the day he least expected it, he was released from prison, cleaned up and brought before Pharaoh to interpret the dream.   Because he had maintained his relationship with God in prison, God was able to use Joseph to interpret the Pharaoh’s dream and reveal God’s plan to save Egypt to Pharaoh.   This was Pharaoh’s response. “So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?”  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning and wise as you.  You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”    
Look what else Joseph got:  “So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.”  Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck.  He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command, and people shouted before him, “Make way Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt. Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will lift hand or foot in all Egypt.”  Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife.”
 In God’s perfect time, Joseph’s life changed.  He got a new job, a new wife, and within a few years, Joseph had two little boys.    Most importantly, after years of challenges, heartache, and development, Joseph was now ready to fulfill the purpose God had for him.   God can do the same thing for you!
This Christmas, I hope this article serves an encouragement to all the single women who are reading it.  Don’t give up waiting for God!   Don’t settle for someone just to get anyone.   Keep your standards high.  Moms, encourage your daughters to trust God to bring a man like Joseph into their lives.   True, you may have to wait until God is finished preparing him and preparing you, but for a prince like Joseph, it will be worth the wait.   
In the meantime, have a very Merry Christmas.   Throw off self-pity and enjoy the holidays with the people you have in your life.  Be a blessing to them.  When Aunt Hildegard comes around, just give her a big hug and tell her  you love her.  Determine to have a holiday filled with giving, laughter, and God’s love.    On New Year’s Eve, say a prayer for the Joseph God is preparing for you.   The odds are, he’s got an Aunt Hildegard, too.   Merry Christmas!
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