Making Household Purchases on A Budget

Click here for more dollar-stretching ideas.....



	Pillows, towels, bed sheets, blankets, dishes, pots, pans, utensils, tablecloths, curtains, on and on the list could go.   No matter if you’re a Mom with a house full of kids or a single lady furnishing her first apartment, we all need these every day household items.   Don’t be fooled into thinking you’ll never have to replace these items!   Eventually, everything wears out and needs to be replaced, forcing us to hit the stores to start the list all over again.  
	Years ago when our family started our budget, we initially forgot to include these necessities into our plan.   After several months, we realized that we needed a certain percentage of our budget to go to household items.   Still, as with any category in your budget, the funds are limited.   So how can we purchase all the things we need and live on a budget at the same time?    Here’s a few of the ways we learned to buy household items while living within our means. 
1.	Shop Sales
	One thing we have learned is that there is never a need to pay full price for household items.    Eventually, all household items go on sale.   For instance, last year we needed to buy a new comforter set for one of the bedrooms.   When we finally found one that we liked, it was over $200.00!   This was not in our budget.  
	Fortunately, the woman working in that department told us that in a few days the comforter set we wanted would be half price and there would be an extra 20% coupon.   That took the price from $200.00 to $80.00.   What a tremendous savings!  
	Over and over again, we’ve had this experience.   The fact is that all stores plan sales periodically to bolster their sales.   Some stores have sales every week, others only once a month.   One of the best ways to stick to your budget when you are buying household items is to wait for the sale.  
	I understand that many women say, “I don’t have time to chase around after sales” or “The store’s sales don’t fit into my schedule.”   Well, no need to worry!   Most stores have the same sales online as they do in the store.   So, if you see something you like, you can wait until it goes on sale, and then order it online at the discounted price.  It only takes a few minutes, and you’ll have stayed on your budget.  Thanks to online shopping, you never need to pay full price again.  
2.	There’s no shame in coupons.
	Using coupons to purchase household items can save you a ton of money.   Because household items can tend to be expensive, a coupon worth 10%, 15%, or 20% can add up to real savings.   So don’t be so quick to throw away those coupons that come in the mail or arrive via e-mail.   Tuck them away in a handy spot in your car.   Then the next time you need towels, bed sheets, or anything of the household nature, check to see if you have a coupon.   It could mean more money left in your budget. 
	Here’s another idea for couponing.   When you receive a coupon in the mail like $10 off a $25 purchase, don’t automatically dismiss it by saying, “I don’t shop at that store” or “I don’t need any clothes right now.”   Think household items!   Do you need bath towels or t-towels?   What about a new tablecloth or frying pan?   So many times we have used these types of coupons to get an additional 40% off of the household items that we need.    By using a coupon, we were able to make our household allotment stretch further and buy more. 
3.	Outlet shopping 
	Growing up, I always lived within driving distance of outlet stores.   If you are blessed to live near an outlet center, there are tremendous savings available on household items.    There are plenty of items in these stores that are not damaged, they are simply discontinued or overstocked. 
  For instance, my Mom purchased her entire formal dinnerware set at an outlet store.   She saw a pattern that she loved, and purchased it at far less than it cost in the department store.    We’ve also purchased glassware, silverware, and bedding from outlet stores.   In fact, as I’m writing this, I’m planning my next trip to an outlet store to replace a few kitchen items that someone “misplaced”.   (Honestly, how does a grown man lose a salt shaker?   But that’s another story.)
4.	Stock-up for a rainy day.
	Let me begin by saying that I am not encouraging hoarding.  What I am suggesting is that when you see something on sale that you know you need to purchase periodically, buy it.   For example, I do not have a dishwasher; so I need to replace my dish cloths and drying towels frequently.  Over the summer when I saw a local department store discounting my favorite brand of dish towels by 75%, I stocked up.  I knew I would need them in the next 6 months, so why not buy them on sale?  
5.	Avoiding the luxury trap
	When it comes to purchasing household items, the easiest trap to fall into is the luxury trap.   This trap has caused many Americans to overspend and live beyond their means because they purchased more than they needed.
	Let me start by saying, I believe whatever the purchase, we should buy quality items.   Anything else is wasting money.   However, in our society we have moved way past quality and into luxury.   For instance, years ago a 200-300 thread count sheet was considered a good, sturdy sheet.  Now they are considered low-end as we have 1,000 thread count sheet sets in the average home.   The problem is that as our tastes have risen, so have the prices.     For many, our appetite for luxury has resulted in consumer debt.  
	It’s time that we started reevaluating the difference between luxury and quality.   When you are learning to live on a budget, you will need to reassess and reprioritize some of your spending choices.   For many of us, living within our means involves saying “No” to luxury and reacquainting ourselves with good, quality items.   
6.	Name brands aren’t necessary. 
	This is a lesson I learned by experience.   An item having a “name brand” doesn’t make it superior—it just makes it more expensive.   In fact, when it comes to things like bedding, linens, and towels, they are all mostly made by the same company. (Check the labels)  This includes the less expensive store brand.   The important thing to investigate is fabric content.  What is the ratio of cotton to polyester or microfiber?   This is the determining factor in quality, not which celebrity designer put their name on something. 
	Over the years, we have found this principle to be true with small appliances.   Often it is not necessary to buy the overpriced name brand.  In fact, you may find that some name brands are riding their reputation while they have knowingly decreased their quality by using lesser materials or moving production from the U.S. to other countries.   
So when you’re shopping for small appliances, look beyond the name brand and at specifications like horsepower, motor speed, and the length of the warranty.   Then buy the model you like best, and that you can afford.   Honestly, I have an electric knife, a can opener, and a mini-chopper that are all discounted store brands.   I paid less than $20.00 for each of them (maybe even $10.00)   Even though I use them hard; they work great and have lasted a long time.    As for my hand mixers, the cheaper name brand lasted longer than the expensive name brand—and it mixes better.  
7.	Save the sales receipt and warranty information
	Seriously?   How can this same money?   It sounds more like an organizational tip!   However, this tip has saved our family A LOT of money over the years.   
	Why?   Things are just not made like they used to be.   Although prices are up, quality standards are not.  Knowing this, many companies offer full replacement, no questions asked replacement warranties—if you have the sales receipt and the warranty information.   Without this information, you are probably not going to get help from the manufacturer.  But if you have this information, most manufacturers will do their best to fix the problem because they want your return business.  Personally, I am more likely to purchase items from a company that will back their warranty.   So I do my part and keep the receipt, and they stand behind their product and replace broken equipment.   
8.	Be Creative!
	Nothing will save money in your household budget like your own imagination and creativity.     You could make your own flower arrangements, sew your own decorative pillows, or create your own wall art.  
  For instance, I remember a few years ago we needed a new blind or shade for our laundry room window.   Mom and I were admiring some beautiful Roman shades, and we thought this would be a great idea to dress up this small room.   Then we saw how much they cost.   It would have cost $200-$300 to have one Roman shade custom made to fit our window!    But did that deter us?  No way!   We bought a Roman shade pattern at a sewing store and a beautiful table cloth.   Together, we made our own Roman shade for less than $20.00.   It was beautiful and it lasted for years!  
	Following this example, you can use your own creativity and skills to decorate your home.   Are you a seamstress, why not try making your own drapes?   Do you like to paint?   How about framing your artwork instead of purchasing it at a store?   Perhaps you love doing crafts.   You could make your own wall ornaments or decorations for your house.    Even if you aren’t already skilled in these areas, you could learn by reading a book or finding directions online.   You don’t know what you can do until you’ve tried it!   Who knows what fabulous, custom-made creations you could create?
	Don’t forget, it’s your house—you can do whatever you want.   Rather than filling your home with expensive store-bought decorations and pictures, why not fill it with family photos, children’s artwork, or your own creations?   Make it feel warm and homey.    It doesn’t cost much to frame a poem you’ve written, or create a collage of your vacation photos.   A family home doesn’t have to be filled with high-end designer items—it’s more important that it be filled with love and warm memories.   So be creative!
  
9.	Buy ready-made items instead of custom made.
	Anytime you can purchase items that are ready-made rather than custom-made you will save money.   Take window treatments for example.    Choosing to buy curtains from a catalog will cost much less than having them made-to-order.  Even if you have to do slight alterations (like shortening the length) you will still save money.   
   10.	Consider Maintenance Costs before Buying.
	As I said before, last year we were searching for a new comforter set for one of our bedrooms.   While we were shopping, I was amazed at how many of them said “DRY CLEAN ONLY”.   I thought to myself, “That has to be expensive to pay a dry cleaner every time a quilt or bedspread needs cleaned!”   It’s not like you can avoid having it cleaned, after all, it’s bedding.  The same can be true of curtains, pillows, and many other household items.   That’s why we learned to consider the maintenance costs of a purchase beforehand.  When you think about it, the cost of maintaining your purchase needs to come from your household funds that are already limited.   With this in mind, we decided to stick with “MACHINE WASHABLE” bedding.   That way, we can relax and be comfortable in our home without worrying about the bill if our bedding gets dirty.  
	Let’s take this point a step further and look at the cost in terms of our time.  Here’s a story.   When I was growing up, my Mom always used Corelle dishes for our everyday meals.   They were very pretty, but they weren’t as fancy as her good stoneware.   Well, I was an adult the last time we replaced our everyday dishes.   I encouraged my Mom to purchase fancier dinnerware.   After all, we were all adults and we shouldn’t be breaking dishes anymore.   
Well, we didn’t have those dishes for more than a month when I understood why we used the very pretty, practical Corelle dishes.  Those fancy dishes were hard to wash every night!   The food clung to the plates, and you couldn’t use any scrubbers or scouring powder to clean them (They came with a “how to clean me” instruction pamphlet).   It wasn’t long until we purchased a third set of dishes—beautiful Corelle dishes.   Anytime dinner is messy or we have cheese, I forbid people to use the fancy dishes.   I love my Corelle dishes!
This incident taught me a lesson: consider how much time it takes to maintain your purchase.   Since then I have learned that I will not buy bed sheets that require me to iron them every week.  A nice poly-cotton blend saves 1 hour of my time each week.   I’m not going to buy utensils for daily use that require me to polish them.   Stainless steel will do.   I’m not trying to be lazy, but the average woman knows we have more than enough to do in a day.   We don’t need to add extra chores to our list with high-maintenance items.  Think about the cost before you buy!
11.	Take care of the things you have so they last longer. 
	It’s a simple principle.   If you take proper care of what God has given you, it will last longer.   Then you won’t have as many replacement costs.   Now I know that things like towels and sheets need to be replaced every so often for cleanliness sake, but there are a lot of items in your home that will last longer if you take proper care of them.  
Here are some suggestions:
Are you frequently washing your bedding? 
Are you dry cleaning or washing your curtains?   Are you at least vacuuming them to remove the dust? 
Are you dusting and vacuuming your home? 
Do you clean your small appliances before you put them away? 
Are you washing your dishes thoroughly?  
Are you changing the bags in your vacuum cleaner?  
	It’s funny, but little things like this make things last longer.   The longer things last, the fewer purchases we need to make.   When we make fewer purchases, we can make better purchases or save the money for a major purchase like furniture or a large appliance.     
These are the steps that are necessary to avoid debt and live within the boundaries of the income God has given us.    It’s being a good steward as the Bible commands.  Really, taking care of what He’s given you is an act of worship because it says, “Thank you God for giving this to me.   I appreciate it enough to take care of it.   Also, I thank you for giving me an income.   Because You’ve blessed me with this money for living, I will do my best to manage it for Your honor and Your glory.”   When we start seeing every purchase we make through that mindset, we will have new motivation to live within our means. 
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