	Isn’t it funny that no matter how old you are, you’re still your parent’s child?   Just the other day my brother and I were experiencing a situation and I said, “Well, you can tell we’re Kathy’s kids.   This is exactly what she would have done.”   
	It’s true.   We tend to handle life’s joys and crisis the way our parents did.   That’s why the example you set for your children is so important.  
This month I’d like to tell you about two more gifts that my Mom gave my brother and I.   Both involve examples that she set for us, teaching us how to deal with two of life’s most difficult issues.   The first involves standing up for your convictions. 
GIFT #8  My Mom taught us to have solid convictions and beliefs and stand up for them without compromising.  
	My Mom was a very passionate woman.   Loving and serving Jesus Christ was her greatest passion.  Out of that passionate love, she developed strong, Biblical convictions by which she lived her life.    She didn’t want anything in her life to grieve the Holy Spirit or interfere with her relationship with God.   For her, compromising with sin was unacceptable.   She had no desire to sit on the fence.   Her heart belonged to God, and she wanted to follow Him wholeheartedly. 
	As with anyone who seeks to follow God and His principles wholeheartedly, there were times when Mom had to stand up for what she believed.   I am proud to say, she did not shrink back in fear, but she firmly held to her beliefs.   
	I remember the first time I witnessed her standing for her convictions.  I was 5 or 6 years old, and we were at a relative’s home.   One of the older gentlemen thought it was fun to let little children sip his beer.   However, when my Mom saw, she didn’t think it was funny.   She told him to stop and never give her kids beer again.   When we got home that night she explained to my brother and I that drinking was wrong.  Then we all kneeled by the bed and asked God to forgive us.    We had family devotions and went to bed. 
	While we were growing up Mom had very strong convictions about what we watched on television, the music we enjoyed, or the entertainment in which our family participated.   She followed the Scripture that said, “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”  (Philippians 4:8)   Hence, we did not watch many of the cartoons or television shows that our friends did.   I remember the time Mom had to stand up to a relative who insisted that we needed the latest paraphernalia from a popular television show that had demonic undertones.   Mom stood her ground and paid the price of the relative’s wrath. 
	As we got older, there were times when my Mom had to stand her ground with my brother and I.   Sometimes we wanted to participate in things just because we wanted to be like everyone else.   Again, Mom held firm to her Biblical principles, and endured our pouting for a few days.   
Can I be honest with you?   I am so glad that she did.   Why?    Because my Mom drew the boundary lines so close to Biblical standards, whenever my brother and I tested the boundaries we were nowhere near the danger zone.   As an adult, I am so glad I am reaping the rewards of a Mom with strong convictions rather than reaping the consequences of compromise and sin.
	In addition to teaching us the right way to live, Mom’s commitment to righteous living and her willingness to stand for her convictions taught my brother and I to stand up for our convictions.   We watched as Mom took stands with unsaved relatives who wanted her to compromise.   I remember when she stayed home from church activities that she felt were unbiblical.  (By the way, she was right.  Even in the church we need to be careful not to participate in sin and compromise just to please people.)   I was there when she cried because people she loved rejected her because of her convictions.   Mom knew there was a cost to standing by her convictions, but she chose to obey God anyway.  
	One of my last memories of her involves her standing up for something she believed.   About 2-3 weeks before she went to Heaven, we were watching the news and they did a story about property tax rebates that were funded by local casinos.   Mom believed gambling was wrong in every form.   She said that she could not take money that was from this industry.   So she went through the necessary paperwork to have our name removed from this plan.   As a consequence, our property taxes increased.    Although this would be an extra burden, Mom chose to do the right thing and stand up for her convictions.   When my Dad wasn’t thrilled with her decision, she continued to stand.   She said she could not live with her conscious if she didn’t do the right thing.   
	This is the legacy that she left for my brother and I.   She gave us the wonderful gift of setting an example of how to stand up for what you believe.   It’s funny, because after she went to Heaven, we encountered several situations that tested whether we would continue to stand by our convictions or back down.   It’s as if people thought we wouldn’t follow her example.   But we’re Kathy’s kids.   Of course, we are going to stand by what we believe.    We wouldn’t live any other way.    
	Just like my Mom taught us that there is nothing more important that loving and serving God and walking in His ways, you can teach your children.    The key is leading by example.   Remember, little eyes are watching.   When you are forced to choose between taking a stand for your convictions or compromising what do you choose?   Your kids will make the same choice.   If you choose to follow the crowd and compromise, your kids will do the same thing when they are presented with a choice.   Is that what you want?    Likewise, if they have seen you take a stand, even when there are consequences, they will be more likely to do the same.   
Reality is that either way you are giving your child a gift.   Are you giving them the ability to stand for what they believe or an excuse to compromise and sin?   I am so thankful that my Mom chose to give us the gift of courage to do the right thing.  I encourage you to give your children this gift, too. 
	The next gift is also a life skill that is best taught my example.   
GIFT #9   My Mom taught us to ask forgiveness and make amends when you do something wrong.   
	No matter how hard we try, because we are human all of us will have times when we do things that are wrong.   Sometimes we will sin against God and other times we will sin against others.    It’s how we handle these times that sets us apart.  
	What do you do when you’ve sinned against God?   This is a lesson that all Moms teach their kids.   If you sin and you ignore it or excuse it, you’re teaching them that’s the proper way to handle it.    If you choose to go to God and repent, then make a 180 degree change, that lesson is the gift you’re giving them.  
	My Mom gave my brother and I the gift of an example of true repentance.   Whenever my Mom sinned, she would be conscious-stricken almost immediately.   Her heart was very sensitive to the Holy Spirit, and when she sinned she was very grieved that she caused Him pain.   What did she do?   She immediately began to repent.   She would stop what she was doing and ask God to forgive her.   
	I remember one time when we were watching television.   The man on TV swore using Jesus’ name.   Immediately, Mom started asking God to forgive her for watching this show.   She didn’t brush it off or ignore it as “that’s just the way the world is now”.   She stopped and repented.   
	Whenever the Holy Spirit convicted Mom of sin in her life, she repented.   Then she changed her behavior.   There was no compromising—if the Holy Spirit said she was doing something wrong she stopped and went in the other direction.   
	Her example taught my brother and I the meaning of true repentance.   We watched her be truly sorry for any sin in her life.   Then we saw her make a conscious effort to change and live differently.   In a world where excuse-making and compromise are standard quo, she gave us a different model to follow.   As she was living her life, we were learning how to keep a pure relationship with God.   Now we not only live our lives that way, but we encourage others to handle sin in their lives the same way.   
	Not only did Mom teach us what to do when we sinned against God, but she taught us what to do when we sinned against other people.   She taught us that we needed to go those we offended and ask for their forgiveness and if necessary, we needed to try to make amends.   Then, she followed up her teaching by setting the example for us.   
	Many times, I saw my Mom go to people she’d hurt, either intentionally or unintentionally, and ask them to forgive her.    There were even times when she would ask my brother and I to forgive her for something she’d done.   Can you imagine the impact it has on a young person when their parent goes to them and asks forgiveness?   What a better way to teach them this important life skill than to set the example in the relationship?   What a great gift to give your child’s future spouse, boss, friends, and children, than setting the example by going to someone you’ve hurt, ask forgiveness, and make amends.   
	Let’s face it.   Every person will eventually hurt someone—even your children.   It is a Mom’s responsibility to teach her children what to do to make things right.   Don’t you want to teach your children the Biblical, healthy way to deal with conflicts in their lives?   The best way to do this is by setting the example in your life.   When you hurt someone, go to them and ask forgiveness.   Be humble.   If you need to change a behavioral pattern to stop hurting them, do it.    Again, you are leading your children down a path in life.   Is it the right path or the wrong one?   
	I encourage every Mom reading this to give their children the gifts of knowing when to stand for right, and knowing how to make it right when you’ve done something wrong.    I am so grateful my Mom gave these gifts to my brother and I.  Because of her example, I’ve known how to make amends when I’ve sinned against people, and I’ve had the courage to stand for what’s right when it would have been easier to compromise.   Would I have this courage if she hadn’t blazed the trail by standing for her convictions?   Probably not.   Because of her choice to lead by example, I am inspired to make the same commitments to righteous living that she did.  What a great gift!   
	 
	 
