  Have you ever really needed to talk to someone, but everyone seemed too busy?  
               Did you ever start talking to a friend about the issues in your life, only to have them turn the conversation to their own struggles and problems?   By the end of the conversation, you find yourself comforting and praying with them or helping them find a solution to their dilemmas, as if you only told them about your problem so they could feel free to open up about themselves.  
                Perhaps, like me, you’ve had a conversation with someone in which you completely poured out your heart in an effort to bring resolve to an issue or problem, and they completely missed the point of what you’re saying.   Instead of hearing your heart, they heard what they wanted to hear.  At the end of the conversation, nothing was solved.  
               Recently, I had a conversation like this with my Dad.   After spending time with God, I felt there were some issues we needed to discuss and some decisions that needed to be made.   All day long I planned what I wanted to say and how I wanted to say it.   When it came time for the conversation, I tried to express what I was feeling, why I was feeling that way, and what I thought we could do to solve some of the problems in our relationship.    He missed the entire point of the conversation.   In the end, all he heard was the part of my plan that involved buying a new chair.   
               I have to be honest, I was astounded at his reaction.   It was really hard for me to open up and speak honestly about my feelings in an attempt to resolve some issues.   I couldn’t believe that all he heard was “So you want to buy a chair?”  What about my feelings?   What about our broken relationship?   How could he miss the entire point of our discussion? 
                The next day I returned to prayer determined to follow God’s directions even though my words fell on deaf ears.   As I started to pray, I found myself thanking God that His reaction to me isn’t like my Dad’s.   In fact, God’s reaction to His daughters is different than any human beings.  
                I thanked Him that He is never too busy to listen to me when I come to Him in prayer.   When my heart is overwhelmed or I need answers to a question, He doesn’t tell me to wait until He checks a few more things off of His “to do” list.   No, our Heavenly Father is available to listen to His daughters 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.   God is always available to listen to us and hear our prayers.  As the psalmist says in Psalm 42:8 “By day the LORD directs His love, at night His song is with me— a prayer to the God of my life.”  
Don’t forget that in 1 Thessalonians 5:17 we are commanded to “Pray continually”.   This must mean that God is ready, willing, and available to listen continually.   
               Next, I thanked God, that when I come to Him, He listens to ME.    Honestly, I don’t mean to be selfish.  As Christians we should look for every opportunity to minister God’s love and encouragement to someone in need.   When I have the occasion to listen to someone, pray with them, or encourage them to do the right thing, it is a blessing.   But let’s get real:  We all have times when WE need someone to listen to us.   I am so grateful that I have a Heavenly Father Who is willing to listen to my heart and help me.    1 Peter 5:7 says, “Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.”   As His daughters, we can take all of our worries, anxieties, fears, problems and heartaches to God and know that He will help us because HE CARES FOR US.    We aren’t a bother to Him.   We are His daughters and He wants to love us and help us.   
Psalm 55:22 says, “Cast your cares on the LORD and He will sustain you; He will never let the righteous be shaken.”   Because He cares for us, He will sustain us.   He will be our support and supply what we need.   
Let’s be honest, no human being can do that!    It’s not that people don’t have the best intentions, but people are just people.   We all have struggles, heartaches, and questions that need answered.  But God doesn’t.   He is complete.   He is in control of everything.   He isn’t worried about what will happen because He is All-knowing and He already knows what the future holds.   When we go to Him in prayer, He can be the support system that we need.   He can give us answers to our questions and direction for the decisions that we need to make.  As we bring our cares to Him, He can provide us with all the strength, courage and wisdom we need to sustain us, because only He has everything that we need.    How awesome!
Finally, as I was praying I thanked God that when I come to Him in prayer He listens to my heart.   As David said, “You have searched me, LORD, and You know me.  You know when I sit and when I rise;    You perceive my thoughts from afar.  You discern my going out and my lying down; You are familiar with all my ways.  Before a word is on my tongue You, LORD, know it completely. You hem me in behind and before, and You lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.”  (Psalm 139: 1-6) 
 God knows everything about us.   When we come to Him in prayer, He doesn’t just hear our words, but He hears our hearts.   In fact, He understands more than we do about why we feel and act the way we do.    Often, as we spend time with Him, He will show us what is truly in our own hearts so we can have proper perspective and direction.   
Unlike many people who selectively listen to a conversation and pull from it what they want to hear, God listens to every word we speak and the intent of our hearts when we pray.   That’s why His answers are always right and thorough, desiring to heal our hearts and minds as well as our situations.   
Like I said before, before I decided to talk with my Dad, I spent time in prayer with God.   When I started to pray I was looking for solutions to my problems, but God wanted to heal my heart.   Although He did give me some direction to help with my circumstances, the Holy Spirit’s first priority that day was to deal with the issues of my soul and the brokenness in my heart.   The actual earthly circumstances were secondary on God’s agenda.    His first priority was listening to my heart and working toward healing.   
Psalm 34: 18 reads, “The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.”   Today, if you are feeling brokenhearted or crushed in Spirit, I want you to know that God is close to you.   Right now, He is waiting for you to come to Him and let Him minister to your soul.    Cry on His shoulder.   Tell Him how you feel, and allow Him to show you what He sees and heal your broken heart.   Yes, God is always there to help us and give us direction, but that’s not all.   As our Perfect Father, He sees beyond the circumstances and hears your heart.     Your heart and soul are His main concern because He loves you.  He’s waiting to listen.  Are you ready to talk?  
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