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					Dating Non-Christians
	
	“Don’t date non-Christians.”     I heard this over and over again when I was growing up.  Not only did my Mom make it a point to teach us this lesson, but I had an elementary school teacher who was determined that we would not repeat her mistakes.    As a divorced, single Mom in her twenties, she knew the consequences of breaking this rule.   Over and over again she told us how important it was to only date Christians.    
	As a child, I didn’t understand why they were trying to teach us this lesson.    In a childlike, black and white way I thought, “Who would want to date someone that wasn’t a Christian?   The Bible says not to do it.   What’s the problem?”    Then I grew into a woman and I began to understand why this is a struggle.   
	Let’s be honest, all women have a natural desire to be loved by a man.     We dream of falling in love, getting married, and having a companion throughout our lives.    These are normal feelings that God placed inside of each of us.    The devil knows this and tries to use these feelings and desires against us.    When there are no Christian men around or the Christian men are not interested in a committed relationship, Satan often sends a charming, non-Christian along the path of a single Christian woman.    It is one of his favorite and most successful traps.     If we aren’t careful, a single Christian woman can fall for the very attractive bait.     Suddenly the black and white of “Don’t date non-Christians” can turn into the gray area of compromise and excuse making.    Once you start compromising and excuse making you have entered a very dangerous road that will end in heartache.    That’s reality.  
	God doesn’t tell us to only date and marry Christians to make our lives hard and lonely.     Quite the contrary.    God loves us and He knows where dating and marrying unbelievers will lead.    It will not end in happily ever after.      Instead, it will end in you having to choose between God or the man you love.   You will always feel torn between the two of them.   An unsaved person will not want to live according to God’s ways.    He won’t care what God’s will is for your lives.    You will have to choose to follow his ways or God’s ways.     This is why God told the Israelites in the Old Testament not to intermarry with the people around them.    
	1 Kings 11 tells us about Solomon and how disobeying God’s commands ruined his relationship with God.   It says in verse 1, “King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharoah’s daughter–Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonites, and Hitties.   They were from nations from which the LORD had told the Israelites, ‘You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods.’  Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love...and his wives led him astray.   As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been.   He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech then detestable god of the Ammonites.   So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord and he did not follow the LORD completely.”    Verse 9-11 tells us of the consequences of Solomon’s intermarriages.   “The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice.   Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD’s command.   So the LORD said to Solomon, “Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my command and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away form you and give it to one of your subordinates.”    
	Because Solomon loved and married foreign women who served foreign gods, he followed them into idol worship.   This broke His relationship with God.     He chose the women he loved over God.     That is the choice that God is trying to keep us from making.  
	We are given the same warning in the New Testament.    2 Corinthians 6:14 “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?   Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?   What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?   What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?  What agreement is there between the Temple of God and idols?” 
	God understands woman’s hearts.   He knows that when we fall in love with a man we will want to do all that we can to please him.    The more time you spend with someone the more you will start seeing things from his perspective.     You will become more like him.    That’s great if you fall in love with someone who has a heart for God.   The two of you can follow God together throughout your lives.   However, if you allow yourself to fall in love with someone who is not following God, they will try to draw you away from God.    It’s like trying to drive a car east and west at the same time.   It can’t be done.   Ultimately, you have to make a choice which direction you are going to choose.   
	The temptation will be very real to follow Solomon’s example and choose the person you love.   Why?   Because if you choose to follow God while you are in a relationship with an unbeliever, you run the risk of losing the unbeliever.     Even if the unbeliever doesn’t physically leave, you will have a life of constantly choosing to disagree with your partner to follow God.   That makes for a very lonely, heartbreaking life.    Every decision becomes a battle.   Do you follow God or compromise?     For example, say you fall in love with and marry a non-Christian.   Because he is a non-Christian, he does not feel the need to consult God in the area of finances.   He definitely sees no need for tithing.   On the other hand, you know that the Bible gives clear direction that will help in financial matters.     A battleground has developed.    You will encounter the same type of difficulties in every area of life.   How you raise your children, the types of activities you participate in, and who your friends will be, will all become battlegrounds.   These choices will be stressful and full of heartache as you choose whether or not to compromise. 
	That is why the Bible is so clear about not dating non-Christians.   God is trying to save us from a life of heartache.   He wants us to be free to follow Him and walk in His ways throughout our lives.    He is warning us for our good.  
	Okay, I can hear you now.   You say, “I understand what the Bible says, but I don’t want to end up alone and there aren’t that many Christian men.”   Well, you don’t need there to be a lot of Christian men.   You just need there to be one man that God has designed for you and you need to wait until it is God’s time for you to meet him.     In the meantime, you cannot date non-Christians.  
	“But it’s not like I’m planning to marry him.   I just want to have a little fun until God brings the right guy.”   Yeah, tell that to your heart once it gets involved.    Casually dating a non-Christian is the first step on a treacherous path.   Don’t do it.   Once your heart is involved, it will be very painful to get off that path. 
	Honestly, I understand the struggle.   As a single Christian woman I know that this is one of Satan’s favorite traps.    Several times in my life, Satan has tried to bring a non-Christian man into my life at very vulnerable times.    I know that it is hard to say, “No, I don’t date non-Christians”.   I remember being in my early twenties and meeting a man at work.  My heart had just been broken by a Christian man when along came a very charming, attentive co-worker.     When he asked me out to lunch, it was not easy to say “No thank you.”   I really wanted to go.     Fortunately, I had someone in my life to hold me accountable and remind me of the importance of only dating Christians.     They helped me to avoid the trap that Satan had set.   
	So let’s get real.    What are some practical ways that we can avoid the trap of dating non-Christians. 
1.	Determine in your heart that you will only date Christians.    
	Today, make a commitment to yourself that you will not date non-Christians.    Decide that you are going to obey the Bible in this area.    Write your decision down somewhere so that you can go and see it when an opportunity arises.    Tell a mature Christian friend about your decision so that they can hold you accountable if they see even a spark of interest on your part toward a non-Christian.  

2.	Proverbs 4:23 says, “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” 
It is imperative that we are very careful who we let into our heart.     We cannot allow ourselves to entertain any thoughts of a relationship with a non-Christian.    We cannot allow ourselves to have a “crush” on a non-Christian.   Absolutely, no flirting with non-Christian men.   
	I learned this lesson the hard way.    There was a time when I met a non-Christian man that I liked as soon as I met him.   Instead of avoiding the situation, I allowed myself to engage in some casual flirting.    I thought, “What’s the harm?”   I have people around me would never let me date him and I really enjoyed the attention I was getting.  It made me feel really good.      Well, the problem was that my heart got involved.   I started really liking this man.    I started caring what he thought and wanting more attention from him.    Although I never went out with him, it became a problem in my heart.     When I realized I was in trouble and cut off all contact with him, it was really painful to my heart.    I even had to go through spiritual deliverance to get rid of any demons that attached themselves to me because my heart became attached to him.    That’s when I learned the lesson that you have to watch out for your heart.   You have to be extremely careful who and what you let near your heart.   You need to protect it like your most prized possession.    Don’t play around with it.   Guard it.  
3.	If you are in a situation where you find yourself interested in a non-Christian, RUN!
	Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.   Who can understand it?”   You can tell yourself that you can handle your feelings and you won’t let things go too far, but you cannot trust your own heart.   If you are spending time with someone who is not a Christian, and you feel even the slightest bit attracted to him, you must end the relationship.   End all contact with that person.    If you are already dating a non-Christian, you must stop.   Yes, it will be painful, but the pain will be temporary.   If the courtship leads to marriage, you will have a lifetime of pain.    No matter how many excuses we want to make, there are no gray areas.   It is a black and white Biblical commandment.   No Christian woman can date a non-Christian.   
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