Pilate & Joseph of Arimathea
I shall be telling this with a sigh  
Somewhere ages and ages hence:  
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—  
I took the one less traveled by,  
And that has made all the difference.
	It’s been many years since Robert Frost penned these inspirational words, still their truth remains the same.   At some point in life, each of us will be faced with decisions that will determine the course of our future.   This month we are going to look at two men who were on such a pathway, and the impact their choices had on their lives.  
Ironically, each man’s moment of decision came on the same night—the night of Jesus’ crucifixion.    Each man chose a different pathway.  One man chose to follow the crowd and bow to the fear of man.   The other decided to take a different road, losing the approval of his peers and courageously taking a stand for what He believed.     Although both entered the day with undefined character, one man proved to be a prince and the other chose to remain a frog.   When choosing a man to partner with in life, you would be much better off choosing a man like Joseph of Arimathea than a man like Pilate.    By examining each man’s choice, we can see character traits we should look for in a potential husband and character traits that we should avoid.
Let’s begin with Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea.   After Jesus was arrested in Gethsemane, He was taken at night before the Sanhedrin, Israel’s court and governing body.   However, because the Jewish court had no power to sentence a person to death, they took Jesus to Pilate, the Roman Governor, seeking an execution warrant.   
 It was readily apparent that Pilate did not want to face this decision.  “Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor.  By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover.   
So Pilate came out to them and asked, ‘What charges are you bringing against this man?’
 ‘If He were not a criminal,’ they replied, ‘we would not have handed Him over to you.’ 
Pilate said, ‘Take Him yourselves and judge Him by your own law.’ 
   ‘But we have no right to execute anyone,’ they objected.  This took place to fulfill what Jesus had said about the kind of death He was going to die.” (John 18:28-32)
	When Jesus appeared before Pilate, it became readily apparent that the Jews had no real crimes or evidence with which to charge Him.  Soon Pilate declared, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.”  (Luke 23:4)
	However, the Jews would not be deterred.   They were determined to have Jesus crucified, so they continued to make up false accusations and lies about Jesus.   That’s when we see Pilate attempt to pass the buck.   Because he did not want to choose between doing the right thing and pleasing the Jewish people, Pilate sent Jesus to Herod.   Hopefully, Herod would make the hard decision and Pilate would be off the hook!
	Unfortunately for Pilate, this didn’t happen.   After interviewing Jesus, Herod sent Him back to Pilate.   A choice had to be made.   The Jews were not going to relinquish their hateful claims, and no one else would make this decision for him.  The only help Pilate had was a message from his wife warning him, “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent Man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of Him.”   (Matthew 27:19)   It was time for Pilate to choose which road he would travel.  
	Before we go any further, we must stop and recognize that Pilate knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that Jesus was innocent.   Time and again we read that he told the Jewish leaders, “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in Him no grounds for the death penalty.” (Luke 23:22).  	
Mark 15:10 says Pilate “knew it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him.   
Even Pilate’s declaration in Matthew 27:24 shows us that Pilate knew Jesus was innocent.  It says, “When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood,’ he said. ‘It is your responsibility!’” 
It is clear that Pilate knew the right decision to make.   However, Pilate chose the wrong path.   Mark 15:15 tells us why Pilate convicted an Innocent Man.   “Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed Him over to be crucified.”   
Pilate chose to bow to the fear of man rather than do the right thing.   He wanted to satisfy the people, avoid a riot, and keep the peace instead of being an honest judge.   He wasn’t willing to jeopardize his power, his prestige or his wealth even when he knew he was making the wrong decision.   He decided to obey public opinion rather than the law he was entrusted to enforce.   Even 2,000 years later, Pilate exemplifies a coward who cared more about pleasing people than doing the right thing.  
Now let’s look at Joseph of Arimathea.   Like Pilate, Joseph was a very wealthy and powerful man.   He was a member of the Jewish ruling council, the Sanhedrin, the very body of men determined to kill Jesus.   
On this fateful night, it was time for Joseph to make a decision.   You see, until this night, Joseph had been playing a dangerous game in the shadows.   Matthew 27:57 tells us that Joseph had become a disciple of Jesus.   Mark 15:43 describes him as a man who was waiting for the kingdom of God.  Luke 23:51 says “he was a good and upright man, who had not consented to their (the Sanhedrin’s) decision and action.”    However, John 19:38 tells us why this night was a tumultuous time of decision for Joseph.   It reads, “Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews.” 
Although Joseph was a good man who knew Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah, he was also a realist.   He knew that publically confessing belief in Jesus as the Messiah would mean losing his position on the Council, his power, his prestige and possibly even his life.   Being part of their inner circle, Joseph knew the Sanhedrin was not above assassinating people who interfered with their plans.   
Until this evening, Joseph chose to keep his faith a secret.   However, on this night, Joseph knew he’d reached a fork in the road.   After witnessing Jesus’ heinous crucifixion, he had to choose a road.  Joseph chose to abandon his fear of man and boldly stand up for the Savior he loved.   In contrast to his previous fear, Joseph boldly went before Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body, thus identifying himself as a follower of Christ.  
Mark 15:42-46 “It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening approached, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went BOLDLY to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.  Pilate was surprised to hear that He was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died.  When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph.  So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.”
Two men had the same choice.  Each was prominent, powerful and wealthy.   Both knew the right choice to make.   Either one knew that doing the right thing could cause them to lose everything.   One man chose to bow to the fear of man and chose the popular road.  The other chose to do the right thing, and courageously stepped out of the shadows and declared, “I am a follower of Jesus.”   That night, Pilate walked away a frustrated coward, but Joseph of Arimathea came away with a new life’s purpose as a leader in the early church.  
You might say, “Why would you call him a leader?  He wasn’t one of the apostles.   We don’t read about him taking any missionary journeys.”   That’s true.   However, Joseph’s decision that night led to another man making the same decision to come out of the shadows and take a stand as a follower of Christ.   
Many of us are familiar with the story of Nicodemus found in John 3.   Nicodemus was a Pharisee who visited Jesus at night so as not to jeopardize his position as a religious leader.   Even though Nicodemus knew that Jesus was a teacher come from God, until this night he never publically identified himself as a follower of Christ.   But this was a night of decisions.   John 19:39-40 tells us that Joseph of Arimathea was not alone as he took Jesus’ body to the tomb.   Rather, his decision to do the right thing led to Nicodemus’ decision to boldly admit that he, too, was a follower of Christ.  
“He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.  Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.”
Both Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus exemplify a character trait that single women need to look for in a potential husband.  When push came to shove and a decision had to be made, these men chose to cast off the fear of man and do the right thing.     
Let’s not be too quick to say, “Well, why didn’t they do it sooner?”   We don’t know what was going on inside of their hearts and minds.    We don’t know how many times they voted against arresting Jesus.   The Bible does say that Joseph of Arimathea was known as a man who was waiting for the kingdom of God.   Honestly, we don’t know why they didn’t announce themselves as followers of Christ earlier.  
What we do know was that at this pivotal moment of decision, when they had every opportunity to walk away and maintain their good name among the Jewish leaders, they chose to take the hard road and do the right thing.   
Think about it.   Jesus’ body was hanging on the cross.   If someone didn’t claim it, He would be buried as a criminal in a field.   Joseph knew Who Jesus was.   Although his objections hadn’t stopped an angry mob, Joseph couldn’t bear the thought of Jesus being buried like a common thief.  The disciples had scattered in fear.  There was no way the women who followed Jesus could have removed His body from the cross, wrapped it, and carried it to a tomb—even if they had a tomb available.   
Something had to be done.   Maybe he felt regret that he hadn’t stood up for Jesus sooner.   No one really knows what drove him to make his decision.   He just knew that something had to be done, and he was the man to do it.  Even though he knew the dangers involved, Joseph went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.  
Remember, Joseph didn’t know how Pilate would respond.   Would Pilate arrest him, too?   On the other hand, Joseph knew how his colleagues would respond.   At the very least, Joseph would be ostracized from the Temple.   He’d lose his seat of honor on the Sanhedrin, and his good name in the community.    If they were angry enough, Joseph knew he was endangering his own life.   Still, he made the right choice.   He went to Pilate.   He prepared Jesus’ body for burial, and he placed Jesus in his very own tomb, forever identifying himself as a disciple of Jesus.   When it came time to choose, Joseph chose the harder, less travelled path and followed God rather than the crowd. 
This is a character trait that you want to look for in any man you are considering dating or marrying.   You do not want to end up married to a man like Pilate who is controlled by the fear of man.   Proverbs 29:25 says, “Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.” 
What is the fear of man?  It’s letting the fear of what people will say, what they will do, what they will think of you, or how they will treat you, be the determining factor in your life choices.   Fear of man is allowing public opinion to control your life, rather than God’s Word.    It’s choosing to please people at any price.   This is not a character trait you want in a life partner.  
Why?  Because every decision he makes will be determined by other people’s opinions.  Let me give you some examples.  
Let’s say you marry a man who is a Christian, but his parents are not.   As the two of you start your family, you will be making many choices.   Because your in-laws are not Christians, they find some of your decisions ridiculous.   
“Why do you enforce such strict rules on your children?”
“Why do you insist your kids go to church?”
 Perhaps you choose to home school your children or send them to Christian school and your in-laws object.  These are typical issues that many Christian couples deal with on a daily basis.   However, if you are married to a man who is controlled by the fear of man, he will not be willing to stand up to his parents and say, “We’ve decided to raise our family according to Biblical principles.   We are not changing our minds.”  
 Instead, the fear of man that controls him will cause him to change his mind about his standards, compromise with his parents verbally to keep the peace, or leave you to take a stand.   His fear of rocking the boat or upsetting someone will create friction between the two of you and present a divided front to the children.   Ultimately, he will choose, like Pilate, to wash his hands of the situation and say, “I don’t care what you do, you battle it out with them.”   This is not how you want to live your life. 
Here’s another example.  Let’s say you’re dating a man who like Pilate is afraid of what people will think.   While he’s out to lunch with his colleagues from work, they start hassling him because he won’t have a beer.   A man who is controlled by the fear of man will choose to have a drink rather than face the ridicule of his friends.   Is this the kind of weakling you want to marry? 
The truth is that we live in a society that is constantly presenting us with choices.   We are told to be tolerant of other people’s beliefs and preferences.   Political correctness is encouraged.    The general population considers few issues to be black and white; everything is gray with lots of room for compromise.   
However, God’s standards haven’t changed with the times.   God expects His people to stand firmly on their principles and continue following His Laws.   Sin is still sin and compromise is still compromise.     
In this generation, we daily stand at a fork in the road choosing whether we will compromise with society’s new morality or follow God’s timeless Laws and Principles.   With each choice, every word that we speak, every television show we entertain, and every purchase we make, we are choosing a road.  
If we choose to live our lives following God and His Kingdom principles, there will be consequences.   People will be offended because light exposes darkness.   Some will reject you.   Others will ridicule you.   Some Christians may suffer financially because they choose to do the right thing.   Others may lose jobs or promotions because they choose honestly over dishonesty.   Like Joseph of Arimathea knew, there are consequences to doing the right thing.  These are the blunt realities of the days in which we live.   
This is why you want to be married to a man who is not controlled by the fear of man.    Marriage is a partnership.   When the hard life choices need to be made, you want to have a partner with the backbone to choose to follow God no matter what people think.   You don’t want to be married to a wishy-washy, weenie who is afraid to make waves or take a stand for what’s right.   You want someone who will help you, support you and be there for you as you choose to do the right thing.   You want a husband who will take responsibility for leading your family in righteous living and following God, not someone who will pass the responsibility to you because he’s afraid of what people will think. 
So how can you tell if the man you are dating is controlled by the fear of man?   Look at how he lives his life now.   
Does he make his decisions based on what other people will think of him or does he focus on finding God’s will and following it?   
If someone ridicules him or persecutes him for his faith does he back down and compromise or stand firm?   
Does he boldly confess that he is a Christian and live his life according to God’s principles, or is he ashamed of his faith preferring to keep it undercover?    
Does he carry his Christian testimony with him at all times and around all people, or is he a different person around different people?  
Is he unashamed to say that he adheres to Biblical principles, or would he prefer people think he’s just a normal guy?
Here’s a tell-tale sign:  Like Pilate, does he try to pass the buck to someone else when he’s faced with the tough choices?   You don’t want a husband with this character trait because after you’re married, YOU will be his next decision maker.   YOU will be responsible for standing up for the family’s beliefs.  This will extend to your kids.   He won’t want to be the bad guy with them either, so YOU will be responsible for determining and enforcing the family rules.    When the kids go to him because they don’t like the rules, there’s a very good possibility that his fear of man will cause him to take their side and say, “Oh, that’s just your Mom.   She’s a religious fanatic.”  You will be left standing alone.   
Here’s another question:  Does he avoid making decisions or taking responsibility?    What is he willing to stand up for?   Have you ever seen him take a stand for anything?   When peer pressure arises or his stand produces consequences, does he back down?   
	On the other hand, does the man you’re dating have strong convictions that guide his life?   Is he willing to take a stand and stick to his principles no matter what?    When he is presented with a decision does he choose to do the right thing no matter the cost?   
These are questions you can answer by studying his current life.  We live in a world full of temptation.   It is easy to go along with the crowd and adopt an “anything goes” lifestyle.    Men who are controlled by the fear of man will go along with this because they want to be like everyone else.   
 In contrast to these men, are those who are controlled by the fear of God.  They don’t need the approval of their buddies.   They don’t need to prove that they are “real men”.   Instead, they boldly and courageously identify themselves with Christ and they live their lives accordingly.   They choose to refrain from any form of sexual impurity.   They are careful what they watch and listen to.   These men treat other people with respect.   Women feel safe around them.   
These are the men you hear telling their friends, “No, I can’t go see that movie, it’s too racy or violent.”   “No, I can’t go to the bar after work.”  “Sorry, I don’t gamble with God’s money.”    As the world does a double-take and asks, “Really?” you will be noticing that they don’t rule their lives by the fear of man, but by God’s kingdom principles.    If they are able to take these small stands in their day to day lives, you will know they have the strength of character to choose the right roads when their time of decision comes.  
This is the type of man that you want to marry—a prince who chooses to do the right thing no matter what the cost.   Not a frog that says “how high” when people tell him to “jump!”    Your choice to wait for a prince rather than settling for a frog will make all the difference in your life.  
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