And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
Romans 12:2
	Great Scripture, but what does this have to do with choosing to marry a prince or a frog?   
	Frankly, everything.    
	Think about it.   As a modern Christian single, you are constantly being inundated with messages about dating, romance, sex, marriage and your own identity.   As you go through your day to day life, these messages influence your thinking.     They tell you how to dress, how to behave, how to interact with men, which men to date and which men to ignore, and how to feel about yourself throughout this process.   
Many women allow these voices to be the determining factor in their lives.   They simply go with the flow, playing follow the leader while they do what everyone else does and conform the ways of society.     They make the wrong assumption that because everyone is doing it, it must be the right thing to do.   Perhaps they don’t think it’s the right thing, but the inevitable thing.   That’s just how things are now.   If you want to get results, you have to play by the rules of the game.   Thus, many women blindly follow society’s mandates for dating, finding a husband, and managing their personal lives.  
	Today, as you’re reading this article, I’d like to challenge you to ask yourself “Why?”    
“Why I am as a Christian woman and daughter of God listening to society’s messages about dating and finding a husband?   Do I really expect to find a prince by conforming to their standards?”   Let me put it this way by quoting a popular television psychologist, “How’s that workin’ for ya?”   
	Let’s really stop and think about it.   Have the world’s ways of finding a mate really led to happier, healthier relationships or is it just a way to meet someone--anyone?     
Has the new casual attitude toward dating, sex, and marriage led to stronger commitments or more security in relationships?   
Has the practice of living together before marriage led to fewer divorces?    
Did the sexual revolution bring greater or less freedom to women and children?  
Is the world’s way of thinking about relationships really working?   If not, then why are Christians conforming to it?    
	Honestly, let’s go beyond the moral issues of right and wrong and ask ourselves, “Why are we following the crowd down a path that won’t lead to our desired destination?”   
	I think if we were honest, most of us would answer this question by responding, “I never really gave it that much thought.”    Basically, that’s the problem.   We aren’t thinking.   We’re conforming.    
	In the dictionary the word conform means, “To act in accordance or harmony; to act in accord with the prevailing standards, attitudes, practices, etc., of society or a group.”    It means to go with the flow, follow the crowd, and do what everyone else is doing.   Don’t ask questions, don’t think for yourself, and never ask if things are working out as planned.   
But seriously ladies’, conforming to the standards of this world is not the way to meet a prince.     Look around you.   How many people do you see living happily ever after?   Okay, let’s be practical, how many people do you see living happily at all?   Makes me think that Paul was right when he challenged us to stop conforming to the ways of the world and choose a new direction of following God’s path.    Although the Bible doesn’t promise us that following God’s path will lead to happily ever after, it does promise that it will help us discern God’s good, acceptable, and perfect will for our lives.  
With this in mind, we are going to look at a Biblical love story that did not conform to this world’s standards.   Hopefully, looking at the lives of Ruth and Boaz, we will remind ourselves of some of the godly principles about relationships that we can apply to our own lives.    Let’s begin our study.      
#1   In a godly relationship the first priority is that each have a commitment to God and following His will.  
	 Ruth was a young Moabite widow.    When her husband died, she was left alone with her mother-in-law, Naomi.    When Naomi decided to return to her homeland of Israel, she told Ruth to return to her family in Moab.     Ruth 1:15 reads “Look”, said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and HER GODS.  Go back with her.”   
Ruth chose not to return home.   Instead, she decided to go to Israel with Naomi.    When Ruth decided to follow Naomi to Bethlehem, she was choosing to enter a hopeless situation.   She would have a life of permanent singleness, childlessness and poverty.   The sensible thing to do was to return to Moab.   So why did Ruth follow Naomi to Israel?
The answer is found in Ruth’s reply to Naomi in Ruth 1:16.   It says,  “....Your people will be my people, and your God, my God.”  While Ruth’s husband was alive, Ruth learned to serve the God of Israel.   To return to Moab would have been to turn back to her old way of life and to her old gods.   Her choice to go to Bethlehem was not a search for a new husband.   On the contrary, she was ending that possibility.   Ruth’s journey to Bethlehem was a search for God.   She didn’t go only out of a loyalty to Naomi, but out of a loyalty to the God of Naomi.   
It wasn’t just Ruth who was committed to following God.     Boaz was an Israelite who was committed to following God’s ways and Laws.    As we read the book of Ruth, we can see this commitment through his actions.     He did things according to God’s prescribed methods at a time when most people in Israel did not.   The book of Judges says that at this time in Israel’s history, everyone did what was right in their own eyes.   
This did not include Boaz.   He was an honest businessman.   He was not a womanizer, but treated women with high respect at a time when sexual immorality was prevalent in Israel.    He was kind to the poor.   He obeyed God’s Laws.      His first priority was following God.  
What about you?   Are you committed to following God and His will for your life or are you committed to getting what you want out of life?    Matthew 6:33 says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well.”   Our romantic life is no different than any other area.  The best foundation for a relationship is two people who are seeking God and His kingdom.     
LIFE LESSON #2 Ruth and Boaz were busy following God and living their own lives.  God led them together.
When Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem, they were poor.    One of God’s laws was any grain that was dropped in the fields was to be left for poor people who picked it up and used it for food.   This was called gleaning.  Because Ruth was a widow with no way of providing for herself, she went to the fields to glean grain.     That is where she met Boaz, the owner of the fields.       
	Ruth 2:2 says, “As it turned out, she found herself working in the fields belonging to Boaz.”    Ruth was not out looking for a husband.   She was trying to provide food.   She was taking care of her family.  She was going about the business of living and God put her where she needed to be when she needed to be there.   
 In fact, that was one of the things that Boaz admired about Ruth.   Ruth 3:10 says “you (Ruth) have not run after the younger men, whether rich or poor”.    Boaz admired that Ruth wasn’t chasing after men trying to find a husband.   Instead, she was busy living her life and taking care of her family.   	   
Ruth continued gleaning from Boaz’s fields until the barley and wheat harvests were finished.   A time period elapsed during which she gleaned, lived with Naomi, and went about her daily life.   Then knowledge came that Boaz was a kinsman redeemer.   She did nothing until Naomi said it was the proper time. 
	This is a tough lesson for many single people.    They want to be in a relationship, so they spend their life trying to find someone.    For some people, it becomes an obsession.   Life becomes about finding someone and not about following God and living their life.    This is not God’s will for His daughters.   
If you are a Christian, God has a plan for your life.    If His plan includes marriage, than He will bring someone into your life when it is His time.   Don’t waste your time and energy chasing Mr. Wrong because your heart will accumulating emotional baggage that you will need to overcome in order to have a healthy relationship.  Christian women should follow Ruth’s example.   Live your life.   Enjoy your life and the people in it.   Become the best person that you can be.    When it is time for you to meet someone, God will arrange it like He did for Ruth.        
LIFE LESSON #3  In a godly relationship, both parties have mutual respect for the character and reputation of the other. 
	When they met, Ruth was probably a mess from working in the fields all day.     Boaz was drawn to her reputation and her character.   Ruth 3:11 says, “All my fellow kinsman know that you are a woman of noble character.”  He admired that she was hardworking.  Ruth 2:11 says  “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband–how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before.”   This is totally opposite of our society today.   We always consider appearance first.      
What is the first thing that you look for in a life partner?   Is it their physical appearance?   Are you drawn to their personality or their popularity?   As Christians, we need to pay close attention to a person’s reputation and character.   Are they honest?   Do they have a hot temper?   Do they have a reputation for being promiscuous?    Are they known to be irresponsible with their money?     Reality is that physical appearances will change and money and prestige may flee quickly, but character is permanent.    When you encounter a tough life situation, you will want to be with someone who has strong, godly character.   When looking for a life partner, this needs to become a top priority.   
On the other hand, how is your reputation?    To be a good partner in a relationship, you need to become a person of strong, godly character.    Are you spending your time developing your appearance or you character?   Are you allowing God to make you into the woman that He wants you to be?   When the Holy Spirit points out areas in your life that need to change, do you allow Him? 
LIFE LESSON #4 A godly relationship is free from manipulating, controlling, or demeaning one another. 
	Ruth 2:15-16   Boaz went out of his way to make sure she didn’t feel embarrassed or demeaned.   Without trying to make himself look good or get her attention, he made sure she was helped properly.   
On the other hand, Ruth did not manipulate him, but was honest and up-front.   She was there to pick grain and she picked grain.   When Naomi told Ruth to go to Boaz and ask him to be her kinsman redeemer, she didn’t try to seduce him or manipulate him.   She was up front and honest about her intentions.   
	How do you conduct yourself in a relationship?   Do you use manipulation to get what you want?   Are you deceptive about your intentions and actions?   On the other hand, do you accept bad treatment just to be in a relationship?   Do you let someone embarrass you or demean you?   Are you willing to be abused rather than be alone?     
If any of these behaviors are present in a dating relationship, you should end the relationship.    Then go to a Christian counselor and a Christian deliverer to find out why you accept abuse.    You need to deal with your own heart and life before you can have a healthy relationship.    
	I know this personally.   My father was abusive toward my Mom.    She accepted the abuse because that’s what she grew up knowing.    Through being molested as a child and abused by other men, this was normal to her.   Having seen this, when I started dating, I was attracted to abusers.    
Then the Holy Spirit stepped in and set my Mom and I free.    After much deliverance and learning about our past, we are free women and we refuse to be abused.     You can go through the same type of inner healing and become a woman who does not accept abuse.    The Holy Spirit can change your mind so that you look for a man who treats you with respect like Jesus does.          
LIFE LESSON #5  In a godly relationship, both parties must be committed to following God’s laws and ways.
Ruth 3:1  One day Naomi, her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, should I not try to find a home for you, where you will be well provided for?   Is not Boaz, with whose servant girls you have been, a kinsman of ours?   Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor.   Wash and perfume yourself, and put on your best clothes.   Then go down to the threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are there until he has finished eating and drinking.”  When he lies down, note the place where he is lying.   Then go and uncover his feet and lie down.   He will tell you what to do.”  
	This was not a seductive or manipulative act.   Ruth was acting in accordance with Israelite custom and law.   It was common for a servant to lie at the feet of his master and even share a part of his covering.   By observing this custom, Ruth would inform Boaz that he could be her kinsman redeemer–that he could find someone to marry her or marry her himself.    
	Notice that it was not a sure thing that she would marry Boaz.   Ruth 3:12 says, “Although it is true that I am near of kin, there is a kinsman-redeemer nearer than I”.   Ruth could have ended up married to someone besides Boaz.   Knowing this, they chose to do things the way God had instructed His people and let the results to God.    Their commitment to following God’s Laws was greater than their desire to be married.     
These days many Christians are tempted to compromise and disobey God’s laws to be in a relationship.    This is wrong.   To have a healthy, godly relationship both parties need to be committed to obeying the Bible.   
Are you fully committed to obeying God’s Laws?    Do you have high standards that you will not compromise for anyone?    Would you date someone who was not committed to obeying the Bible?   For Boaz and Ruth, there were no alternatives.   God’s Laws were to be obeyed.    It should be the same way in our relationships.  
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