	“Vengeance is mine” saith the Lord.   “I will repay”.  But how many want to get even or pay back a hurt for a hurt?   We live in a world where you hurt someone, they hurt you back.  Talking and understanding are gone.  It’s inflict pain and move on.  
	So what is vengeance?  It is revenge.  Where does it come from?  Pain living on the inside of your soul.    The soul is our emotions, the heart.   Why do people practice revenge?  Because they don’t deal with their hurts that live in their emotions.
	We are born with emotions.  People damage our emotions.  As a child, I was molested by a male relative.  He damaged my emotions.  My grandmother abused me.  She damaged my emotions.  My father was an angry man and yelled a lot.  He damaged my emotions.  I could go on and on listing all the damage done to my emotions over the years.
	This damage affects the way you see yourself and others.  It affects your behavior.  It affects your maturing process.  Abuse stops the emotions from growing and developing.  It stunts your ability to perceive, understand, handle situations and people.   You look at life and people through the window of your pain living inside of you.   You respond to people through your pain.  You trust or don’t trust through your pain.  You feel it.  It controls you, your life, every part of you.  You trust people according to your pain level.
	There is no freedom in life when pain inside the soul controls us.   It consumes our thinking.  It manages our time.  It determines our relationships.  It controls your job, and what kind of job you do.  It stunts your speech, ability to communicate.   It controls places you go. How?    To get rid of pain some people go to bars and get drunk to forget.  Some gamble, over eat, play, work all the time, all kinds of ways to just get rid of the pain that plagues us.
	Well, what is the answer?  Jesus Christ.  Too simple for you?  I make no apologies.
	I did not overcome any part of my past hurts or present hurts without Jesus Christ.  I accepted Him as my personal savior at the age of 29.  My marriage was falling apart.  I had more on my plate than I could handle.  Suicide entered my thoughts a lot.   But you see the pain in the marriage wasn’t being dealt with and neither was the pain from my past.
          Jesus came right into my life and in 3 months healed the damage from being molested.     I buried the pain because I couldn’t handle it at that young of an age.    Thus, I didn’t realize it was affecting every part of my life.  The Holy Spirit, using the Word of God through a sermon, dug it up, brought it back to my memory, and healed it.
	Jesus then restored the emotional part of my soul that was damaged.  I could begin trusting Him over time.   Trust  didn’t happen all at once, but it didn’t take long before I considered Jesus Christ my very best friend in the whole world.  Slowly, I began trusting my husband and trying to do better in my marriage.  I became a better mother.
	Then Jesus went after another hurt and another hurt using all His tools including deliverance.   Through healing these hurts, He then could begin maturing me from the point where I stopped growing because of all the pain  living and breathing inside of me.   Do you realize if at 6 years old you live a traumatic experience you most likely will stop growing emotionally at that age level?  God taught me this very early in my relationship with Him.
	So I would say to God “What do you want to heal next inside of me?”  I wanted to mature and be my age not a kid acting out childish emotions.  If I got rid of the pile of rocks blocking my maturity, there would be no stopping how far I could go with God.  However, don’t pray this if you don’t mean it because God will answer this prayer.  He would love to do this for all His children.
	He says we can have life in Him and life more abundantly.  Well I wanted it.
	What does this have to do with revenge, vengeance?     When the hurts are gone from inside your emotions, soul, heart, you won’t want to hurt others.  And if you do get into a situation or circumstance where you are thrown a low blow or you offend someone, you learn through Jesus to forgive and ask forgiveness.  Then you let the other person up to Jesus.
	It is your responsibility before Jesus Christ to work out your own salvation in fear and trembling.   It is your responsibility to not ignore so great a salvation given to you.    It is your responsibility to go before Him and ask Him to heal your broken heart and restore the damage done to you.   Clean out your own heart through the power of the Holy Spirit and let others to Jesus.  There are so many promises in the Bible that he will do just that for you.
	Life is short and pain want to consume it all up.  It wants to rob and steal from you.  Don’t let it.  We can’t control how others feel about us and act toward us.  We can control how much we allow God to heal our inner souls and make them healthy to function normally.  We can control ourselves.  We can get healed on the inside of our souls – the emotions.   We can then become all God wants us to become.
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