	What’s the first thing you notice in a man?   Are you drawn to the color of his eyes, the sound of his laugh or his witty charm?   Perhaps you like the tall, dark and handsome type.   Maybe you like a strong, muscle-bond man.   Some women are drawn to the hero, the man who pulls through to save the day.   
	If these are the characteristics that you find attractive, you would have loved Samson.   Physically, he was a perfect specimen—tall, handsome, muscle-bound, and strong.   As far as his personality, he was a lot of fun—the life of the party.    Talk about popular!  The whole country was drawn to him because of the way he defeated the Philistines and rescued the Israelites.   He even appeared very religious.   After all, from the time he was born, he was a Nazarite.   Yes, Samson looked like a great catch—a prince among men.   Unfortunately, that was only how things appeared.   On the outside he looked like a prince, but inside he was all frog.  
	I Samuel 16:7 says, “The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”   Samuel was at the home of Jesse, preparing to anoint Israel’s new king, when God spoke these words to him.  You see, God told Samuel to go to Jesse’s house and anoint one of Jesse’s sons king.   However, God hadn’t told Samuel which son to anoint.   One by one, Jesse introduced each of his sons to Samuel.     To the naked eye, they all looked good.   Yet none of them was the one God had chosen.  
Finally, Jesse introduced his last son, and again God said, “This isn’t him.”   
A little confused, Samuel asked, “Do you have any other sons?”   
	Jesse replied, “There’s still the youngest, but he’s tending the sheep.”   No one thought he was important enough to invite him to dinner with Samuel the prophet.  That is, no one except God.   
	Samuel said, “We can’t eat until I meet him.”   So they sent for David.   
Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”  So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah.  (1 Sam. 16:12-13)
	In these verses, we see how God chose a man to lead His people.   What were the qualities He sought?   What set David apart from his brothers and all the other men in the country?   I Samuel 13:14 tells us what God saw in David, “the LORD has sought out a man after His own heart and appointed him ruler of His people.”   
God saw that David’s heart was completely and wholeheartedly devoted to loving God and following His ways.   If this is the #1 quality that God looks for when choosing a man, shouldn’t that be the #1 quality for the single woman as well?  
	The defining difference between Samson and David was condition of their hearts.   On the outside, both men looked great.  The Bible tells us they were both handsome.   Both men were heroes who delivered their country from the Philistines.  Both men seemed very religious.   Yet, their hearts were as different as night and day.   
David’s heart was totally committed to loving God, following His ways, and pleasing God.   Samson’s heart was totally committed to pleasing, well, Samson.  This difference in hearts is what made one man a prince and one a frog.  Why?  Because the condition of their hearts influenced every other part of their lives.  
	For instance, let’s take Samson’s life.     It was very unique.    For starters, his conception was announced by Jesus Christ Himself.   Judges 13:2 says, “A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the clan of the Danites, had a wife who was childless, unable to give birth.  The angel of the LORD (JESUS) appeared to her and said, “You are barren and childless, but you are going to become pregnant and give birth to a son.  Now see to it that you drink no wine or other fermented drink and that you do not eat anything unclean.  You will become pregnant and have a son whose head is never to be touched by a razor because the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to God from the womb. He will take the lead in delivering Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” 
When Samson was born, his parents were faithful to raise him as a Nazarite.   To completely understand the story of Samson, you need to understand what it means to be a Nazarite.    In the Hebrew Bible, a Nazarite refers to one who took a vow described in Numbers 6:1-21.   The term "Nazirite" comes from the Hebrew word “nazir” meaning "consecrated" or "separated".  This vow required the man or woman to:  
1.	Abstain from wine, wine vinegar, grapes, raisins, and alcohol.
2.	Refrain from cutting the hair on one's head.
3.	Avoid corpses and graves, even those of family members, and any structure which contains such things.  
Although most people took this vow for a specific period of time, Samson was to be a Nazarite throughout his entire life.   His parents were both committed to keeping their commitment to God; however, Samson’s heart was not committed to God.   His attitude was “What they don’t know won’t hurt them.”   As long as everything appeared to be right in his life, he didn’t care if he really was keeping his covenant with God.  We get our first example of this in Judges 14. 
Samson was all grown up and looking for a wife.   However, he had little interest in Israelite women.   Samson liked foreign women.   (This is another example of Samson’s utter disregard for God’s laws.   God clearly instructed the Israelites not to marry foreigners.   However, Samson didn’t care what God wanted—he wanted what he wanted.)   Soon, Samson told his Mom and Dad about the foreign woman he wanted to marry.   Together, they went to meet her.  
While they were on their way to her town, Samson had an interesting adventure.    “Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they approached the vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him.  The Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor his mother what he had done.  Then he went down and talked with the woman, and he liked her. 
 
 Sometime later, when he went back to marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion’s carcass, and in it he saw a swarm of bees and some honey. He scooped out the honey with his hands and ate as he went along. When he rejoined his parents, he gave them some, and they too ate it. But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey from the lion’s carcass.”
Hold it!   Isn’t one of the Nazarite requirements that you not touch anything that is dead?   You certainly aren’t supposed to be eating honey from dead animals!   This incident gives insight into Samson’s heart. 
 Personally, he had very little regard for his Nazarite vows.   What he did have was a knack for deceiving his parents who wanted him to keep his vow!   To avoid this problem, he just didn’t tell them where he got the honey.   After all, what they don’t know won’t hurt them.   As long as everything looks good, it is good.
This is the biggest problem with men like Samson; they don’t have a genuine personal commitment to following God and God’s ways.   Sure, Samson enjoyed the benefits of God’s blessing on his life.   He reveled in the blessings.   However, he never realized the source of his strength came from God.   There was no attitude of humility or gratefulness to God for giving him his incredible abilities.  Rather, Samson became conceited, arrogant and full of himself.   He became cocky and saw himself as invincible.  Without a heart-felt commitment to God, it was easy for Samson to take his God-given abilities for granted, and fall prey to his enemies.  
Most of us know the story of Samson and Delilah.   She was the prostitute with whom Samson was completely smitten.  That sentence alone gives us keen insight into the state of Samson’s heart.   
Think about it:  he was Israel’s judge and leader.   What was he doing with a Philistine prostitute?   Obviously, he was blatantly disobeying God’s Law and sinning sexually.   But think about the arrogance in Samson’s life: he was openly sleeping with the enemy.  His calling in life was to defeat the Philistines.   Instead, Samson has fallen in love with a Philistine!   What was he thinking?  
Soon the game between Samson and Delilah began.   “Tell me the secret of your strength” she’d say.  Samson would lie, but she’d believe the lie and tell her people who would try to capture him.   Because Samson lied, they were unsuccessful and he’d be free.   Soon the game would start all over again. 
Sometimes when I read this Scripture I think “Why was Samson so stupid?   Why couldn’t he see what Delilah was doing?  Why did he tell her his secret?  Didn’t he know that she would cut his hair?  Honestly, how dumb was he?”  
I believe the answer isn’t that he was dumb, but he was deceived.   Because he didn’t have his own personal relationship with God and commitment to God, Samson took God’s blessing on his life for granted.   He began relying on his own strength and became full of himself.   He’d been disobeying and disregarding God’s Laws for years without any consequences.   Would it really matter if he cut his hair?  Wouldn’t he still be Samson, the strongest man in the world?   Did he really need God?   
	Honestly, I don’t think anyone was more surprised than Samson when he woke up and his strength was gone.   Judges 16:20 says, “He awoke from his sleep and thought, ‘I’ll go out as before and shake myself free.’ But he did not know that the LORD had left him.”    
Samson played with God’s Laws and tried to push the limits of God’s boundaries all of his life.   He never took his calling or his commitment to God seriously.   When he finally stepped over the line, he wasn’t repentant or even aware he’d done anything wrong.   He didn’t even know God had left him.  He thought because he was Samson he could get away with anything.    He played a dangerous game, which he eventually lost.   The Philistine came and captured him, gouged out his eyes, and put him in shackles in prison.    Because he was only playing games with God and appearing to follow Him, Samson’s sin and heart problems ultimately destroyed him.  
On the other hand we have David, a man whose heart was completely committed to God.    Yes, David made a lot of mistakes in his life, but no matter, what his heart was always fully committed to God.    Psalm 119 gives us insight into the desires that drove David’s life.   Unlike Samson, David wasn’t guided by arrogance, a lust for foreign women, or a desire to sin as much as possible.  Instead the cry of his heart was, 
Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me from Your presence
or take Your Holy Spirit from me.
 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
(Psalm 51:10-12)
	What a contrast to Samson’s attitude of “What they don’t know won’t hurt them!”   When it comes time for you to choose the type of man with whom you will spend your life, you should choose a man with a heart like David’s rather than a heart like Samson’s.    Marrying a man whose heart doesn’t match his religious appearance, will cause you a life of heartache.   Hypocrisy is a game you don’t want to play.  
	Let’s get practical.   We’re already said that both men appeared to be committed to God.   As long as Samson didn’t cut his hair, it appeared that he was a Nazarite.   In the same way, there are lots of guys who say they are Christians.  They appear to be a great catch.   How can a single girl know if his heart matches his appearance?   
	The first thing you need to do is pray.   Ask the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to any signs of hypocrisy or deceit in the man you are dating.   Obviously, none of us wants to go into a relationship with suspicious motives.   That’s why we need to make this a part of our prayer life before we even enter a relationship.   Who you marry is one of the biggest decisions you will ever make.   Every single woman needs to pray and ask God to take control of her relationships.  
Ask your Heavenly Father to protect you from men who lead hypocritical lives.    Pray for the Holy Spirit to give you discernment so you can immediately detect hypocrisy and deceit in a man before you even enter into a relationship with him.  Then, even though it’s difficult, you need to keep your spirit sensitive to any promptings from the Holy Spirit while you are dating a gentleman.   From the day you meet, make your relationship a matter of prayer.   Remember, God knows the state of every man’s heart.    Ask Him to lead and guide you.   
In addition to prayer, you need to keep your eyes and ears open when you are dating a man.   Let’s be honest, at first glance, Samson looked he was committed to God because of his Nazarite appearance.   However, you didn’t need to spend much time with him to realize things weren’t as they appeared.  For one thing, Samson openly disobeyed the basic laws of God’s kingdom.    He felt that he was above them.  He was special.   
You do not want to marry a man with this attitude.    If a man feels like he is special case and rules don’t apply to him, end the relationship.    This attitude is engrained in his personality.  It won’t change.   Unfortunately, it will expand.    He will live like he is the exception to every rule—God’s rules, society’s rules, workplace rules, even the rules of relationships.   
Personally, I’ve known men who have this attitude.   They know God’s Laws.  They even teach God’s Laws.   They just don’t live according to God’s Laws.   For instance, I knew a man who taught other people about the need to live on a budget and manage their money properly.   However, he felt like he was a special case, so he didn’t apply these principles to his own life.   Of course, the result was financial disaster.   
Other men are so arrogant that they feel they could never fall into sexual sin.   They push the boundaries and allow themselves to participate in activities with women who are not their wives.   Some men feel its okay to flirt with other women as long as it doesn’t go any further.   Again, because of their arrogance and their perception that rules don’t apply to them, they are usually trapped and destroyed by sin.  
The truth is that God’s Laws apply to all of us.   God doesn’t have special people who get special rules.   Believing that rules don’t apply to you is simply a way of rationalizing away sin.   Like Samson, living with this attitude will ultimately destroy you.  
Another “Samson problem” you want to avoid is the attitude of “What you don’t know won’t hurt you.”  If you are dating a man who has this attitude toward his parents, his family, his boss, or anyone else, stop dating him!  This attitude is rooted in deception and hypocrisy.   If you marry a man like this, you will be the next person on the list of people he’s deceiving.   You don’t want to spend your life playing these games.   
You want to be married to a man who is the same person no matter who he is with or what he is doing.   You don’t want to live with a deceitful man who presents himself as a good Christian, good husband, good worker, and good father to the world, but lives like a completely different person behind closed doors.  On the other hand, you don’t want to be the trusting, loving wife who is shocked to one day find out that your husband is living a double life.   Too many women have already lived this nightmare and they will tell you to be careful to avoid this type of personality.   That’s why you don’t want to marry a man who is hiding certain parts of his life from certain people.   If he isn’t completely honest about all of his life with everybody, don’t marry him. 
Here’s another thing to look for:  Does he obey God rules for living out of a heart of love and gratitude to God, or does he see God’s rules for living as a hassle?    This will be evident in his speech, his jokes, and his behavior.  Does he try to stretch the boundaries as far as he can without getting caught?   This will be obvious when you are dating him because he will try to get you to compromise your beliefs and push the boundaries of sin.   He may mock people who genuinely have a heart for God and call them radicals.     
Here’s a question:   Does he prefer to spend his time with non-Christians or fellow believers?  Remember, Samson wasn’t interested in Israelite women.   When he wanted to socialize and make friends, he went into the enemy territory.   Where does the man you are dating prefer to spend his free time?   Do his friends build him up spiritually and support his faith or does he prefer to be with people who disregard God’s ways?
What does he do when he sins?   Although we rarely think about this, how we respond to sin gives keen insight into our heart. 
Let’s be real.   We all sin sometimes.   Knowingly or unknowingly, we all hurt other people.  As long as we are human, we will all struggle with sin.   What’s important is how we respond to sin.   How does the man you’re dating respond when the Holy Spirit convicts him of sin or someone confronts him with sin in his life?   
Is he defensive?   
Does he make excuses or play it down like no big deal?   
Does he become angry?  Does he deny it happening?   
Or is he repentant?   Is he truly sorry for the wrong he has done?   
Does he express sorrow for his sin?   Does he ask God and everyone that was hurt to forgive him?   
Is he willing to talk about what happened and work through issues or does he wonder why everyone is making such a big deal?   
Does he want to say, “I’m sorry, now let me alone” or does he make every effort to completely change his behavior?
The answer to these questions is SO important.   They reveal what is inside of a person’s heart.    The Bible makes it clear that both Samson and David fell into sin at different times in their lives.   Although Samson repeatedly broke God’s Laws, he never repented or tried to change.   On the other hand, when David was confronted with his sin, he immediately began repenting.  In fact, it was during this time of repentance that David composed Psalm 51, begging God to cleanse his heart and cast him not away from His presence.   What a contract to Samson who didn’t even know the Spirit of the Lord had left him!   
David’s reaction proved that despite his sin, his heart was devoted to God and he was truly sorry for his sin.   Samson’s response showed surprise that God was no longer tolerating his sinful behavior.    This is not the type of man you want to marry.   You want to marry a man who is truly committed to follow God, not someone who wants it to look like he’s following God while he lives however he chooses.  
Whether it is in his spiritual life, his personal life, or his professional life, the last thing you want is to be married to someone who is living a double life.   Just because everything looks good doesn’t mean it is good.   As Christian women, we need to heed God’s warning to Samuel and look beyond physical appearances and into the heart.   We need to make it a matter of prayer that God will lead us to a man whose heart is wholeheartedly committed to following Him.     In the end, it’s better to be married to a godly prince, than a good-looking frog.  
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