The God Who Sees in Your Time of Need
by: Adessa Holden
We’ve all heard the story.   He made the decision the marriage was over.   He was no longer going to fulfill his commitment to God, his wife and his family.   So he left.
She is shocked.   She thought they’d be together forever.   What happened?   Even more, what is going to happen to her and her children?   This was never her choice.   Honestly, she doesn’t remember being given a choice.   Because of HIS bad choice, her life is forever changed. 
   	A few weeks ago, it was all over the news.   Families were proceeding with their lives as normal when a band of horrific tornadoes ripped apart their homes, their communities, and their lives.   There was no reason for the tragedy.  No one did anything wrong to deserve such destruction.    Still, their lives will never be the same. 
	What about the young family out for the day enjoying some family fun?   They planned on spending some quality time together when a driver crashes into their car.    They weren’t drinking, they never drank alcohol.   Yet because of another person’s choice to drink and drive, they’ve lost a member of their family.   It isn’t fair.   How do they recover from this loss? 
	These are just a few familiar examples of people whose lives have been affected and hurt by the wrong choices of another.   Maybe you have a story you could add to the list.   Perhaps you are suffering the consequences for another person’s choices and sin.   You wonder, “What did I do to deserve this?”    “How do I overcome circumstances I did nothing to create?”   Most significantly, you wonder, “Where’s God?  Is He ever going to help me?”  
	This month, we are going to study the life of a woman who found herself in this life situation.   Because people all around her made bad choices, she found herself in dire circumstances wondering how she would survive.    It was in the midst of these circumstances that God reached out to her and helped her.     He proved Himself to be “The God Who Sees” as He came to aid of a poor servant girl, Hagar.  
	We are first introduced to Hagar in Genesis 16 where she is described as an Egyptian maidservant.    This description is important because it shows that Hagar had no choices in her life.   Abram and Sarai didn’t sit down and discuss their plans with Hagar.  They didn’t ask her how she felt about the situation.    No, they made the decisions and she obeyed.  
	It’s apparent in Scripture that the people making the decisions, Abram and Sarai, weren’t thinking about Hagar’s well-being.  They were focused on their problem—namely their lack of an heir.   
	In Genesis 15, we see that God promised Abram that he would have a son.   In fact, God promised that Abram would be the father of an entire nation.    Rather than waiting for God to fulfill His promise, Sarai decided to take matters into her own hands.   
	Let me interrupt here to say that I do empathize with Sarai.   She was in a very difficult position.   She was 75 years old when she concocted this plan.   She’d probably given up hope of having a child many years ago.   Then God told Abram he not only have 1 heir, but many offspring.   Can you imagine the pressure Sarai felt?   Years had proven that she couldn’t have a baby.   The combination of the pressure and the impatience we all experience as we wait for God to move, led Sarai to take matters into her own hands and solve their problem.  
	So she went to Abram and said, “The LORD has kept me from having children.   Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her.”   (Genesis 16:2)
	This is where Abram, who had the benefit of a face-to-face encounter with God, should have said, “No Sarai, we’re going to keep waiting for God to keep His promise.   I know what He told me He will do, and we’re going to keep trusting Him to keep His Word.  It isn’t up to you to make things happen, it’s up to God.  We’ll keep waiting for Him.”  
	Unfortunately, Abram didn’t do this.   Instead, he agreed to Sarai’s plan and took Hagar as his wife.   
	It’s important to realize that this was not a great honor for Hagar.   Abram didn’t love Hagar; they were using her to get what they wanted.   After the baby was born, she would go back to being a slave.   The child would be an heir, but her status would not change.   
Actually, it got worse.   When she became Abram’s wife, she lost any possibility that she would one day marry and have a family of her own.   She would never experience the love and companionship of a life partner.    She’d never have her own family.   Essentially, this was a very selfish decision on the part of Abram and Sarai in their desperate desire for a child.   Hagar, being a slave, had to submit to their plan and endure the consequences. 
	Well, as you can imagine, it didn’t take long for the consequences to begin.   As planned, Hagar did become pregnant with Abram’s child.   However, everyone did not live happily ever after.   Quite the contrary!
           Genesis 16:4 tells us that when Hagar knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress.   Of course, she did!   What did anyone expect?   Did they think she was going to be happy with the plans they’d made for her life?   Was she supposed to be thrilled that after she had the baby, he’d be raised as Sarah’s child and not hers?   If she knew the plan was Sarai’s idea, isn’t it normal that she’d despise Sarai for what she’d done?  
	Let’s be honest, woman to woman.   Although the Bible doesn’t specifically say so, I bet Hagar wasn’t the only one with a problem.   I would say Sarai probably despised Hagar, too.   After all, Sarai had waited decades to become pregnant, to have a baby, and to give Abram an heir.   Now this servant girl had what she’d always wanted.   Sarai couldn’t take it.   Combine that with Hagar’s change in attitude and this was a house full of tension.   I’m sure everyone in the camp wished they could go back and rethink this decision! 
	Soon Sarai went to Abram and blamed the mess on him.  Genesis 16:5, “Then Sarai said to Abram, ‘You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering.   I put my servant in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me.   May the LORD judge between you and me.’”    
	Again, Abram is presented with an opportunity to bring some peace and resolve into his home.   Once again, he makes the wrong choice.  “Your servant is in your hands” Abram said.  “Do with her whatever you think best.”  (Genesis 16:6)
	What a ridiculous answer!    Neither Sarai nor Hagar was thinking clearly.   Sarai was brokenhearted and angry that Hagar was having Abram’s child.   Hagar was brokenhearted and angry that she’d been used to birth a child she had to give away while she remained a slave.    Sarai went to Abram to arbitrate between them.   He only made things worse by telling Sarai to do whatever she wanted to Hagar.  Sarai honestly could not deal with this situation!
	Genesis 16:6 says, “Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; soshe fled from her.” 
	Abram abdicated his responsibility.  Sarai responded out of her jealousy and regret and mistreated Hagar.   Soon Hagar ran away.     All alone in the desert you have to wonder what was going through Hagar’s mind.  
           Why did this happen to her?   
Why did they pick her to be the pawn in their plan?   
After she did what they wanted, why was she mistreated?   
Where was she going to go now?   What would happen to her and the baby?  She had to be scared, angry, disillusioned and hopeless as she sat by the spring in the desert.   Most of all, she had to feel alone.   
	That’s when Jesus came to the aid of this abandoned, abused woman.   “The Angel of the LORD (Jesus) found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur.   And He said, ‘Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?’ 
	‘I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,’ she answered. 
 Then the Angel of the LORD told her, ‘Go back to your mistress and submit to her.’  The Angel added, ‘I will increase your descendants so much that they will be too numerous to count.’   The Angel of the LORD also said to her: ‘You are now pregnant and you will give birth to a son.   You shall name him Ishmael, for the LORD has heard of your misery. He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.’
 She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: ‘You are the God Who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One Who sees me.”  That is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still there, between Kadesh and Bered. 
 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne.” (Genesis 16:8-16)
At the time when she felt most alone, completely lost, and without hope, God met Hagar in the desert.   Whenever we read about “The Angel of the Lord” this is literally referring to an appearance of Jesus Christ.  Not many people in the Old Testament had encounters with “The Angel of the Lord”.  It’s important for us to see that one of His rare appearances in the Old Testament was to a desperate slave woman as she ran away from her mistress who had used her and then mistreated her.   Her response to the Lord should give us all hope. 
Verse 13 says, “She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her:  “You are the God Who sees me.”     Each of us needs to understand that during the darkest and hardest times in our lives we are not alone.   God sees us and He is there to help us.   No matter what you are going through today, whether it is the result of your own sin and choices or another person’s sin and choices, God sees you.   He is right there in your desert to comfort you, strengthen you, and guide you into the right path.   
You need to know that like Hagar, God has a plan for you.   I completely understand what it feels like to be blinded by tragedy and heartache and feel like all of your plans are destroyed.   Several times in my life I have experienced crisis that completely altered my plans for my life.   When this happens it feels like there is no hope.   Still, it’s important to remember that it’s only your plans that are shattered, God still has a plan.  He still has a direction for your life.   When all of your plans fall apart, that is the time to start asking Him to guide you in His directions.   
This is exactly what God did for Hagar.    When He found her in the desert, any hopes or plans she had for her life were gone.   Abram and Sarai had destroyed them.   If she had any dreams of becoming  Abram’s second wife, Sarai’s abuse and mistreatment had blown them away.   With no idea what else to do she decided to run away.   However, this was the wrong choice to make.    Although this is a natural reaction, running is always the wrong choice.   Rather than running away to a worse situation, (honestly, being alone in the desert was a worse situation than living with Sarai’s anger) we need to ask God which direction to go and then follow Him in that direction. 
Personally, I was given this advice during one of the most difficult times in my life.     I had just endured an enormous tragedy and the resulting circumstances were very difficult.   Like Hagar, I was seriously tempted to run.  Fortunately, I had friends who advised me to avoid running from one bad situation into another.   Instead, they urged me to allow myself some time to deal with the tragedy, pray and gain some perspective, and then make wise decisions as to which path I would choose.  
At the time my emotions were dominating my thinking, and I simply wanted out of a difficult situation.  However, I took their advice and I am so grateful.    Although the difficult situation didn’t get easier, when I was stronger I was able to make wise choices and follow God on a path of rebuilding my life rather than running.  
We’ve all heard the saying, “Don’t jump out of the frying pan and into the fire.”   It sounds simple until you are actually in a difficult situation and you will do anything to get out of it.   You make decisions without thinking and end up in a more difficult situation.  This is what Hagar did.   The pressure was tremendous.   She couldn’t handle Sarah’s treatment.  So she ran away.   But her running only led her into the desert where there was no food, no water, and no one to help her.  That’s when God told her to stop running away. 
Instead, He pointed her in the right direction.   For Hagar, that direction meant returning to Abram and Sarai.   I don’t know what the right direction is for you.   However, I do know that God has a right direction for everyone.   The best thing to do when tragedy strikes is to avoid running away and be still until you know God’s direction.   After you know God’s direction, walk in it.   
After God pointed Hagar in the right direction, He gave her hope.   He told her that she would have a son who would grow into a man with descendents that would be too numerous to count.   He promised Hagar that if she would go back and submit to Sarai, because that was His plan, He would take care of Hagar and her son.   As long as she walked in His direction, she had hope.   
This is what God wants to speak into the life of every woman.   He knows the plans He has for you.   As Jeremiah 29:11 says, “He has plans to give you a hope and future.”   No matter who or what has caused you pain or tragedy in your life, He still has a plan.   He still has a purpose for you.   When you choose to take the time and be still, find His direction for your life and walk in it, He will fulfill His plans for your future.  
Recently, I heard the testimony of a woman who experienced several very difficult periods in her life.    She overcame two battles with cancer and her husband chose to walk away from God and their family.  As a result, she went through a time poverty before she rebuilt her life.     But her story didn’t end there.    She chose to continue following God’s path for her life.   Rather than becoming bitter, she embraced the God Who saw her.   As she followed His path for her life she became a Children’s Minister.   She raised her kids, then went back to college and earned both her Bachelor’s and Master’s degree.   
She’s an example that there is hope on the other side of tragedy.   Another person’s decisions may change your life and influence your life, but they cannot destroy your life.   With Jesus, there is always hope.   No matter what you are facing, you can have hope that Jesus has the situation figured out.  Even when you don’t have a clue which direction to go, He knows.   He has everything under control.   He sees and He will help you.  
Finally, we see that God provided for Hagar and her son, Ishmael.   Hagar submitted to God and returned to Sarai where God provided all their needs.  God protected her and provided for her through Abram until Ishmael was old enough to care for them both.   Then God set her free.   
Once again, Sarah’s jealousy was aroused and she demanded that Abram send Hagar and Ishmael away.    This time Abraham didn’t want to send them away, so he turned to God.   However, this time God said it was His will.   “But God said to him, ‘Do not be so distressed about the boy and your slave woman. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. I will make the son of the slave into a nation also, because he is your offspring.’” (Genesis 21:12-13)
You see this time Hagar wasn’t running away from Sarah’s mistreatment.   Decisions weren’t made out of anger and jealousy.   Abraham sought God’s will and Hagar and Ishmael were sent away because it was God’s will and His timing.  Again, we see that God met Hagar and provided everything they needed for their survival.  
“Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the Desert of Beersheba. When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes.  Then she went off and sat down about a bowshot away, for she thought, ‘I cannot watch the boy die.’ And as she sat there, she began to sob.
God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, ‘What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there.  Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.’ 
 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 
 God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became an archer.  While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt.”  (Genesis 21-14-21)
In these verses we see that although God led Hagar and Ishmael away from Abraham and Sarah, He never left them.   He journeyed with them as they started their new life.   He provided for them and protected them.  He watched over Ishmael as he grew.   He blessed them and Ishmael became a great nation.  
In an odd turn of events, Hagar was set free from her slavery.   Although she had to stay with Abraham until Ishmael was old enough to provide for them, in God’s time she was set free.   When she was sent away, she was a free woman able to make her own life choices.  She returned to her own country of Egypt, where her son married.  Rather than being someone’s slave, she was a Mom and a Grandma surrounded by and provided for by her own family.  
When I was studying this, I realized that Hagar’s story should provide hope and inspiration to each of us.   Even though Hagar’s life was difficult and she suffered because of someone else’s choices, God never left Hagar.   When she submitted to His will for her life and followed His plan, He took very good care of her.   He provided all of her needs.   He protected her and her son.   In His time, He gave her a hope and a future.
Over and over again, I have heard women tell me how God provided for them when they were in desperate situations.    Like He did for Hagar and these women, God is there to meet you in your time of need.  You can count on Him when you can’t count on anyone else.   He will be there for you no matter what life brings.  
Years ago there was a Christian song that said, “Life is hard, but God is good.”   Reality is that life is hard.  Terrible things happen to people who don’t deserve it.   Sometimes other people’s choices cause pain and heartache in the lives of innocent women.    Many times we face circumstances we would never choose and don’t understand.  
That doesn’t mean that God has abandoned us.   When we walk through these times, we need to remember that He is still there.  As the God Who sees, we can be assured that He saw it all.   He saw all the circumstances, all of the pain in your heart, and all of the obstacles you are facing.  
Into your life He says, “I see you.  Please don’t run from Me.   Instead, seek Me and let Me guide you in each decision you have to make.   Follow Me and let Me guide you onto your path of freedom. I’m here for you, to give you a hope and a future.  I’m the God Who sees.   I see where you are and I see the future.  Lean on Me as I guide you through both.”    
Let’s pray, “Heavenly Father, You know the circumstances I am living through.  You know how I got here and how confused I am right now.   Please help me to see that You are the God Who sees me.  Keep me from running onto any paths that would be harmful for me.   Lead me in Your ways.   Please strengthen me as I heal, rebuild my life and move toward the plans You have for me.   In Jesus’ Name, Amen.   
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