Unforgiveness

	This article is about forgivers.   What is a forgiver?   A person who obeys God and forgives those who hurt you.   When you hurt someone thru words or actions, you ask them to forgive you.  That is a forgiver.  
	Let me explain.   Have you ever had a day when you hurt?    Something happened and you’re bleeding inside.   You say things that come from the pain in your heart.   Then you realize you crossed the line.   So you must humble yourself, ask forgiveness and try to restore the relationship that was just damaged.  
	I try  to live by what God wants.   He says He won’t forgive me if I don’t forgive others.   Since I want to obey God, I do what I must do to forgive.  I ask forgiveness for what I’ve done to the person.  Then I ask God to forgive me for doing it.   Then I move on in His grace and strength.  
	Well, this is where we will start.   We did the damage, so we try to make it right.  You go to the person and ask them to forgive you.  They say they do.    
	So then how do you become a victim of unforgivers?   They didn’t forgive you. They just gave you lip service.    How do you know?     They will remember the problem, word, offense and bring it up the next time you speak to them or even years down the road.   You have gone on with your life, forgotten it and they are still living in the pain of the offense.   They didn’t forgive you.   You become a victim of their unforgiveness.  It becomes their abuse tool against you.  You hurt them.   They need to let you know so that you hurt too. 
	Saul in the Bible is an excellent example of unforgiveness.   David would confront him and ask him why he was hunting him down.   David had opportunities to kill Saul, but let his life  to God.   Saul would say, “Oh yes, David my son” and then turn around and try to kill him again.
	Everyone has unforgivers in their lives.  What makes them unforgivers?   I don’t know except for an unforgiving demon they allowed to enter into their hearts long before they met you.   Maybe as a child they were molested, beaten, abused, raped, or shamed in some way.  I don’t know.   But not knowing how to handle the situation, they became angry and full of hate.   They gave ground to unforgiveness.   We didn’t cause the original hurt, but we become the victims of it because they don’t forgive.  They live in hate and pain.
	How do we handle unforgivers?   We forgive their behavior toward us, but we don’t let them abuse us.    If you did what God requires it is their problem.   Respect yourself enough to just let them go.   It is their choice not to forgive you.   It is their choice to harbor unforgiveness.   They are putting themselves in danger with God.     He is very specific.   We must be forgivers if we want His forgiveness.  	
	Life is too short to not forgive.   I’ve been in situations where an incident was recited to me of what I did to a person that I  took care of when I did it.  They remembered.   They were still living in the pain.   I forgot.   I truly forgot.  I was not in pain anymore.   God gave me His forgiveness and His grace.   I moved on and assumed the other person did to.   It wasn’t the case.   A list was recited to me some true, some false.    I was dealing with an unforgiver.   I was hearing their hate for me.  
	I apologized for not remembering.   Don’t do that.   All this did was make the situation worse.   But I really didn’t remember.   We were at an impasse because I wasn’t forgiven.   The relationship was suffering a death blow. 
	Could their be healing of a relationship?   Yes, but the unforgiver must forgive the offenses done to them.  If they choose not to forgive, communication breaks down.  And worse, I’ve seen and experienced they take revenge on you.
	Revenge is punishment. It is retaliation.  It is punishment when you had a relationship with someone and  they cut it off  because they won’t forgive you.  You miss them.  You miss interacting with them.  You miss talking to them.
            Is there ever resolution with an unforgiver?  No.  Not unless they have a heart change.
            Unforgiveness is serious business.  Can you imagine what it would be like if God didn’t forgive us?  If He no longer talked with us or interacted in our lives?  There would be a huge empty space that was once filled with love, concern, help, compassion, communication.  It would really hurt emotionally.
           In fact, God says everyone is a sinner.   He instrucks us when we sin to confess it to Him & He will forgive us.   He says He will restore us.  God is a forgiver.  He doesn’t want to lose a relationship with us.  He wants it repaired, restored & continued like nothing happened.      
          We should do the same.  We ought to be able to come to a new place in relationships where there is open, free communication.  Where we can even laugh about it, learn from it, build brand new on it.
           An offense shouldn’t be the end.  It should be just that an offense.  We should talk about it until both parties truly understand why it happened, what caused it, how the person felt.  It should be open communication leading to resolve.l
         However most of who experienced offenses, have lost who we offended.  There is not resolution.  We must go on in life without them after being a part of each others lives.
         This is not the will of God.  We must try to reconcile but if it is not on both sides, you must let go and go on.   Continue praying for them.  Never seek revenge.  Don’t return their evil for evil.  Forgive them as God has forgiven you. 
           If you are the unforgiver reading this, the Bible is so clear what you must do.   First you must realize you are not in God’s will.  In fact, you are in trouble with God.  You must forgive.
Drop everything in your life, go to the person and make things right.
          You have no leg to stand on if you choose not to forgive.  God is a forgiv er.  You must talk.  People need to understand why you cut them out of your life.
           You must resolve the problem between you and the other person.  You must be willing to hear their heart too.  They are damaged too not only you.  But reconciliation is definitely God’s will and way of living.  This is how He treats us and expects us imitating His actions and behavior.
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