	It’s that time of year again.     Summer vacation is beginning, the weather is warmer, and many of our minds are beginning to think about a summer getaway.    We envision packing up our family and their belongings and embracing a change of scenery.     We look forward to relaxing, having a little fun, and reconnecting with those we love.   
	Taking a break from it all is good for the body, soul and spirit.   Unfortunately, it can be hard on the budget.   Often the temptation to take a vacation causes people to temporarily abandon their commitment to obeying God’s Laws about money management.    For a week of play and an escape from life’s pressure, they create a debt that will only cause them more pressure and stress when the vacation is over.   
	There must be a better way.  This month, we’re hoping to help you get away from it all while living Within Your Means.    These tips will help you keep your perspective and stick to your budget.   Then you can relax and enjoy your vacation and your family without worrying about the debt you will have to pay when you return home.  
  
1.	Vacations must fit into your budget—credit cards cannot pay for vacation and recreation.  Don’t skip payments to pay for vacations.
	The first thing we need to establish is that any vacations or special entertainment must fit into your family budget.   As a Christian, it is wrong to go into debt to pay for a vacation, a trip to the amusement park, or any other form of entertainment.   In fact, if you have a significant amount of debt that needs to be repaid, that needs to be your first priority.   If you are in debt, you can’t afford a vacation.   Sometimes we need to take a realistic look at our lives and admit that we can’t afford things.  
	I’m not telling you anything that our family didn’t experience.  When we were in debt, we stopped spending money on vacations or entertainment until the debt was completely repaid.   Other years, we had pressing home repairs that caused us to forego vacations and unnecessary spending.   This is reality.   Vacationing is a luxury, not a necessity.   If you are going to follow God’s Laws for money, than you need to live in reality and focus on your necessities before you indulge in luxuries. 
	This point was driven home the other day when I drove past a bank that was advertising, “Skip a payment on your mortgage or car payment to take a vacation.”   Honestly, I was shocked.    I didn’t know this was an option, but it is a bad option.   You are delaying paying off your debt and accumulating additional interest in order to indulge in a luxury.   You might as well take out a loan to pay for your trip.   It’s the same thing.  
	You might ask, “How do you incorporate a vacation into your budget?”   
	There are several ways.   You could set aside a certain amount of money each month and put it into a vacation fund.  At the end of the year, you will have enough to take a nice vacation.  
	Let’s be practical.   Summer is here.   If you haven’t been saving for the past 12 months, you can still fit a small vacation into your budget if you have any discretionary spending.    Look at how much money you regularly set aside for entertainment.   Can you skip all other forms of entertainment and apply this money toward a get away?  Are there any other discretionary spending categories that could contribute to a vacation fund?   
After you’ve looked at any adjustments you can make to your budget (without neglecting your obligations), how much money do you have available?  Subtract 20% from that total and plan a vacation using that money.    For instance, if you were able to gather $300.00, plan a vacation that costs $240.   Trust me, you will need the other $60 for surprises that will arise such as fees, unexpected tolls, etc. 
2.	Consider finding a way to earn extra money to pay for a vacation.
	If you can’t find any money in your budget to pay for a vacation, you may want to consider finding a way to earn extra money to pay for your trip.   I remember when Jamie and I were teenagers and we wanted to take a trip to the beach.   To help pay for it, we washed cars for our friends and neighbors.   We earned enough money to have a lovely little trip to play in God’s ocean.   
	How can you and your family earn a little extra money?  Perhaps there’s an elderly neighbor who’d like help with their yard work.   Maybe your teenagers could mow lawns to help pay for a family trip.   What about babysitting?   Like we said before, a vacation is not an entitlement.  There’s nothing wrong with each member of the family doing a little extra work to contribute to the FAMILY vacation.   Think how much you will all enjoy a period of relaxation after you spent the summer working to pay for the trip!
3.	Take A Day Trip.
	Reality is that not everyone can afford a big, expensive vacation.   However, that doesn’t mean your family can’t have a day off.   A day trip can be a great way to relax, spend time together, and make some memories.
	I remember a day trip I took with my Mom and brother a few years ago.   Because of my Mom’s health, we couldn’t take vacations.  Instead, we would go on day trips to take a break from the everyday and see new places.   I remember we went to Mt. Gretna, a small resort community about an hour away from our home.   We drove around and visited places we’d never been before.  At the end of the day, it felt like we’d been on vacation even though we weren’t that far away from home and we’d spent practically no money. 
	While we were growing up, our family went on lots of day trips.   A day at the lake costs practically nothing.   A day trip to a local tourist attraction saves hotel fees and airfare costs.   A picnic may take a little effort to prepare, but the memories and the bill will be priceless.  Just because you can’t afford to go to Disneyland doesn’t mean you can’t have lots of family fun.    Another great thing is that because day trips cost so much less, you can have another day trip next month! 
Here’s a few tips that will help if you do choose to take a vacation.
4.	Relax—don’t feel the need to visit every pricy tourist attraction.
	If you go to the beach, enjoy the beach.  You don’t have to visit the amusement park, the water park, the miniature golf course, and every other tourist attraction available.     Instead, get comfortable.   Encourage your kids to play in the sand and swim in the ocean.   Read a book.   Play a game.   Don’t feel pressured to visit every sight and pay admission to every attraction.   A vacation is a time to relax and rest.   Choosing fewer activities will be easier on you physically and financially. 
5.	Keep the family together.  
	In recent years, it’s become customary for families to go their separate ways on vacation.   You will never be able to stick to your budget this way.   However, if you keep the family together, you will be able to control how the money is spent.   You will also make more memories and have more fun when you’re all together.  
6.  	You don’t need souvenirs. 
It’s enough to go to the theme park.  You don’t need the t-shirt telling everyone you were there.   Don’t be afraid to say “No” when your kids say “Please, please, please.”   The vacation is enough.   If you want to remember the vacation, take lots of pictures and have fun.   Nothing beats a good memory.  
7.	Take advantage of free amenities.
Instead of paying to go to the water park, spend the afternoon at the hotel pool.   Don’t go to the movie theater when it’s time to relax, watch the television in the hotel.   If they offer a complimentary breakfast, enjoy it and be thankful.   
  
8.	Consider taking meals, water, drinks and snacks from home.   Avoid minibars.
	Whether we travel for ministry or pleasure, we always take our own food from home.   It is amazing how much money this saves!  Because hotel chains offer rooms with refrigerators and microwave ovens, we take our own food, store it in the refrigerator and reheat it in the microwave.     Even if you don’t want to do this for every meal, choosing to bring your own food for 1 meal a day will save lots of money. 
	This doesn’t have to be difficult.    You could freeze leftovers when you know the vacation is approaching.   When it’s time to travel, put them in a cooler and enjoy!    If this seems too difficult, pack lunch meat and rolls for sandwiches.   You could even go to a grocery store at your destination and still save money over eating every meal at a restaurant.  
	One huge way to save money is to bring snacks and drinks from home.   Minibars and convenience stores are very expensive—almost criminal.   Rather than busting the budget paying for a small bag of chips in a minibar, take a big bag of chips from home.     Soda machines charge $1-2 per soda.    A 2-liter bottle costs 99 cents at the grocery store.   Always take your own water from home.   It’s ridiculous to pay $3-5 for one bottle of water; however, that’s what many vacation spots charge.      
9.	Take advantage of lunch or early bird specials.  
 It costs more to eat dinner at a restaurant than it does at lunch.  Many restaurants offer early bird specials that discount meals for eating at a less popular time.  If you plan your biggest meals at less expensive times, you will save a lot of money and still be able to enjoy a night off from cooking.   
10.	Look for deals at hotels.
	Last year, Jamie and I wanted to get away for awhile at the beach.   We were working with a very limited budget and all of the hotels in our price range were very undesirable.   
Then we became a little bolder.   We started telling the reservations agents at nicer hotels that we were on a budget, and asking if they had any discounts available.     Because they wanted the business, they were willing to work with us.   Suddenly a hotel that advertised $200 a night offered 3 nights and 2 breakfasts for $200.   
When it comes to hotels, there is nothing wrong with a little haggling.  The economy’s bad and hotel chains are competing for business.   Most reservation agents work on commission so they want to book rooms.  So if you are vacationing on a budget, tell them when you call for information.   Let them know that you will be choosing your destination based on the best rates for the best accommodations.  Ask them to defer additional fees (such as a free roll away bed).   Don’t be afraid to be bold—it could give you a better vacation on a limited budget.
11.	Consider less expensive alternatives to hotels.  
For instance, camping can be a very inexpensive alternative to staying at a hotel or resort.   Some people suggest visiting family or trading houses with a friend as a way to take a vacation on a budget.   Personally, I don’t camp (I’m not very outdoorsy and I really like indoor plumbing) and I’ve never tried the other two ideas.     However, many people have said these ideas are very enjoyable and a great way to save money. 
12.	Gas points.
	Talk to anyone about their budget, and the topic will soon turn to the price of gas.   This year, gas prices are one of the biggest obstacles to families trying to vacation.   That’s why many grocery stores are now offering gas incentives when you shop at their store.  For instance, my favorite grocery store offers a .10 cent discount on gas for every $100 groceries I buy.   They also offer bonus points when I purchase designated products.   
	One thing Jamie and I have started doing, is saving our gas points for any travelling we need to do.   Before we take a trip, we fill up our tank at a discounted price.   This helps us stick to our gas allowance when we travel.   Looking into any gas point incentives available in your area could help your summer travel plans.
13.	Take shorter vacations, closer to home.
	This is probably the most practical way to take a vacation on a budget.    A vacation doesn’t have to be a weeklong and you don’t have to go to a far away exotic place.   Remember the goal is to have a relaxing time with those you love and get a break from your everyday surroundings—not to experience the lifestyles of the rich and famous.    One or two days spent a few hours from your home will give you a new perspective without breaking your budget or creating a debt burden. 
 Hopefully, these tips will help you take a little summer vacation and still keep your commitment to following God’s ways. If you can’t take a vacation this year, don’t worry about it.   It’s more important to stick to your budget and obey God’s Word than to take a vacation.   
Like I said, there have been lots of years when we didn’t vacation and we survived.  Instead, we chose to spend time together enjoying free or inexpensive activities that helped us relax and create memories.  Ironically, some of these memories are more precious than memories from expensive vacations.   We enjoyed our summers and each other.   Whether or not you take a vacation, I hope you can say that at the end of the summer. 
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