	For those of you who don’t know, I’m a big fan of retro-TV.   If you asked me to list my favorite TV shows, you’d hear an answer like the old “George Burns and Gracie Allen Show” or “The Dick Van Dyke Show”.   Right now, I’m watching reruns of “The Waltons” on the Inspiration Channel.   These were the television shows we were allowed to watch growing up (on Nick at Nite—I’m not old enough to see the original airing!)  and I still enjoy them today.
	Another show we’d watch from time to time is “Bonanza” the 1960’s western about the adventures of Ben Cartwright and his sons Adam, Hoss, and Little Joe as they run and defend their ranch while helping the surrounding community.   While I can’t say I enjoy every episode of this shoot ‘em up western, there are a few comical episodes I do enjoy.   
	One of my favorites is titled “The Woman of Fire”.   It’s a roughly adapted western version of Shakespeare’s “The Taming of the Shrew”.   In this episode, the ultra-serious oldest son, Adam tries to tame a shrewish senorita while she waits at the Ponderosa to meet the man her father has arranged for her to marry.   
Does this woman have issues!   Mainly, she has a problem with her temper.   She is filled with passion about EVERYTHING.   Whenever something upsets her she explodes and begins yelling at people and throwing things.   Because of her temperament, she has frightened away every man that wants to marry her.   The gentleman that is coming to the ranch to meet her is the last man her father can find who is willing to even consider her for a wife.   If she blows this opportunity, she will be alone forever.  
	Knowing this to be the case, everyone in her family and the Cartwright family do everything they can to get her to “bank the fire” and become a pleasant and agreeable woman.   Eventually, Adam gets through to her and she agrees that she will be sweet, kind, and docile so she can get married.   It appears we’re headed for a happy ending.   Only when her fiancé arrives, he doesn’t want a sweet, kind, pleasant woman.   He’s heard about her temperament and her reputation as a “woman of fire” and that’s exactly what he wants in a wife.   
	More problems!   Her fiancé feels he’s been deceived and he’s nauseated by the sweet, docile woman he’s expected to marry.    What will they do?  The only thing they can do—Adam determines to make her explode and lose her temper so that she can live happily ever after.    
	Well, this wasn’t easy.   Our fair senorita was a determined young lady and no matter how many times she was provoked she was determined to hold her temper so she could get married.   Desperate to make her reveal her true colors, Adam decides to throw her into the river to make her show her true temperament.  Even this did not work.   She came out laughing as if she’d fallen in.    In a final, last ditch effort to stir the flames he knew resided inside of this woman, Adam threw her fiancé in the river.   Wisely, the fiancé figured out what Adam was doing and he chose to pretend that he was passive and docile as well.   He stayed in the river, refusing to defend himself.  
	Well, that did the trick!   Even though she could make herself pretend to be sweet, kind, and undisturbed to achieve her goal, this sassy woman had no tolerance for a man who wouldn’t defend himself.   From the banks of the river she exploded yelling, “Get up!   Why don’t you fight?   Why don’t you fight?   If this is how I have to act to get a husband who won’t even fight for himself, then I don’t want one!   Get up!   Why don’t you fight?”    Her passion and fire were back as she decided that she was not a weak woman and she didn’t want a weak man.   She wanted to fight!  
	I had to laugh to myself as I remembered this story a few weeks ago when I was experiencing a particularly difficult week.   My brother, Jamie and I had recently been forced to take a righteous stand against a sinful situation.   Although it was difficult to do, we did it and went on with our lives.     To be honest, I never expected the spiritual warfare or spiritual attacks that we would endure because of our choice.   However, a few weeks after we took our stand, we went through a horrible week.  
	It began with an attack of mental discouragement.   Both of us were being bombarded with thoughts of hopelessness, discouragement, and fear.   I remember saying to Jamie, “I wonder if this is a spiritual attack for the stand we took?”   Unfortunately, that’s as far as that thought went.   I didn’t pray or plead the blood of Jesus.   I chose not to fight, and that was a bad choice because things only got worse.   
	As the week went on, we both started having very weird, haunting dreams.   We knew we weren’t allowing our minds to be influenced through corrupt reading or television, so I figured it was just something we had to endure.   Again, I didn’t fight.   I didn’t pray or plead the blood of Jesus over my mind and thoughts.   I didn’t take my thoughts captive as Jesus commands or speak truth to the lying dreams.   Instead, I continued to think about the dreams throughout the day and allowed myself to become sad, depressed, and hopeless.    Rather than fight, I allowed myself to take a spiritual beating.  
	The final attack came from a person.   Their words and actions came at us like two loaded guns filled with discouragement, anger and more hopelessness.   This time I did choose to fight.   Unfortunately, I chose to fight the wrong target.    Rather than recognizing that it was a spiritual battle I was fighting, I got into a verbal argument with this person.    
Again, I made a bad choice.    Absolutely nothing was resolved.   Instead, I walked away exhausted and battle fatigued.  As I lay in bed not sleeping that Friday night, I felt the Holy Spirit tell me to spend the next day reading the book “Fight” by Kenny Luck.   Although the book is supposed to be for men, it completely revolutionized my perspective.   After reading the book I found myself asking the same question as our woman of fire:  “Why don’t you fight?”  
	Why didn’t I fight?   Why did I let myself be tortured for an entire week without even attempting to fight back spiritually?   Remember, in the beginning of the week, I recognized we were under spiritual attack.  I even called someone else to pray for us.   But why didn’t I obey the words of Ephesians 6: 10-17 which said, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”?  It’s almost as if I could hear the Holy Spirit asking me, as the senorita asked her fiancé, “Why don’t you fight?”  
	This month, I’m issuing the same challenge to all of you:  Why don’t you fight?  Reality is that there is more to this world than the tangible things that we can see, hear, touch, smell, and taste.    These things belong to the physical world.   However, beyond that world is the spiritual world.   In the spirit world, there is a constant and ongoing battle between the forces of good and evil—God’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom.   Remember, it says, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”    
You cannot say that you believe the Bible and not believe in spiritual warfare.   It’s impossible.   The fact is that there is a war between God’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom is a fundamental truth of the Bible.   Every book of the New Testament mentions demons, evil angels, or Satan.   If you claim to be a Christian who believes the Bible is the infallible Word of God, you must accept the fact that the war between God’s kingdom and Satan’s kingdom exists.   Furthermore, you must accept that you are a part of that battle.   
	This is where it gets murky.   You see, there are many Christians who don’t want to be in a battle.   Spiritually, they are pacifists.   They don’t like war and they don’t want to participate.   Unfortunately, the enemy, Satan, has deceived them into thinking that they have an option.   However, nothing is further from the truth.  
	The truth is that no human being has an option of whether or not they are involved in the spiritual war.    If you are a human being with an eternal soul, than there is a battle raging for your soul and your eternal destiny.   Just like a baby born in Israel doesn’t get to choose whether they want to be in a war with the surrounding countries, so you don’t get to choose whether or not you are in a war.    An Israeli baby is born into a warzone.   Even before he’s taken his first steps or spoken his first word, he has enemies that hate him.    He doesn’t get a choice.  It’s a fact of his life.  
	In the same way, every human being is born into a spiritual warzone.   We don’t get to choose whether or not we are in a spiritual battle.    The fact is that we are.   The only two choices that you have are:
1.	Are you on God’s side or Satan’s side?
2.	Are you going to use the weapons God has given you to fight and gain victory or are you going to be defeated?   
Let’s assume that anyone who is reading this article has chosen to be on God’s side.   You made that decision when you accepted Jesus as your personal Savior and became a Christian.    At that point, you transferred your allegiance from the kingdom of Satan to the kingdom of God.   Having made that decision, Satan now sees you as a traitor and he hates you.   Anyone who has accepted Jesus as their Savior and joined God’s army is the enemies #1 target.  
Here’s another reason that Satan hates Christians:  Satan was created by God as a beautiful creature, but because of his pride and rebellion, Satan was cast into eternal darkness and out of heaven forever. God rejected Satan, and now Satan wants to take it out on us, his replacement.   We are everything to God that Satan could have been.  Since Satan can’t get to God and is no longer allowed access into heaven, he is on a mission to attack what is dearest to God---His children.  That’s why 1 Peter 5:8 commands us to “Be alert and of sober mind.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”
The truth is that Satan hates you.   He wants nothing more than to destroy your life, your relationship with God, your family, your testimony, and your reputation.   He will use every weapon at his disposal to try to destroy you.   The good news is that “the One Who is in you (Jesus) is greater than the one who is in the world (Satan).” (I John 4:4)   
Isaiah 54:17 says, “No weapon forged against you will prevail,”
	Ultimately, God is in control of the universe.   He is far more powerful than Satan.   As we see in the first chapter of Job, Satan can only wage war against people to the point that God allows it.     Because of this, we do not have to be afraid.   “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) 
	Still, one truth that Christians need to accept is that God will allow Satan to attack Christians so that Christians will learn to fight.    Through these battles, we will mature spiritually, grow deeper in our relationship with God, and win other people to Christ.   As 1 Peter 1:7 says, “These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”    
	As Kenny Luck said in the book Fight, “We are the reason God didn’t nuke Satan from the get-go.   It’s not that He couldn’t.   It’s because there were larger considerations.   One of them was us—His future sons and daughters.   In this time between one eternity and the next comes the age of men and the battle against evil on the earth.   It seems like a long time, but it’s not, sandwiched as it is between the two halves of forever.   Had God obliterated Satan, He could never have created another being as magnificent as Lucifer, able to be seated with God in heaven, possessing a will to worship but never a will to rebel.  That creation is you.   God is permitting evil to have limited success now so that out of this age will come sons who are able to share His glory but not attach to it like Satan did.”   In short, God allows the battle for our good, so that we will be conformed to the image of His Son, recognize we are nothing without Him, and be prepared for eternity.   Even though God could remove all battles from our lives, He won’t.   He wants us to learn to fight. 
	So that’s the reality of the situation.   There is a spiritual battle.  We’re in it.   Satan, our enemy hates us and wants to use all means possible to destroy us.   God will allow these attacks and battles to come our way so that we grow spiritually.   This brings us to our second choice, “Are you going to use the weapons God has given you to fight and gain victory or are you going to be defeated?”   
	This is where the rubber meets the road.   Are we going to pick up the spiritual weapons God has given us and fight or are we going to be wimpy, defeated victims that fall into every trap the enemy sets for us?   I have to be honest with you and say that a few weeks ago, I was acting like a wimpy, defeated victim instead of a conqueror in Christ.   I wasn’t using God’s weapons to fight, and I was taking an emotional, mental, and spiritual beating.    It wasn’t because I was sinning or doing things I shouldn’t be doing.   I was just refusing to pick up God’s weapons and fight.   
	Thankfully, the Holy Spirit spoke to me through Kenny Luck’s book “Fight” and convicted me of my choices.   He showed me that by choosing not to fight, I was choosing to lose the battle.   Worse yet, I was disobeying God and the Bible, because as Christians we aren’t given the option of whether or not to use our spiritual weapons and fight.   No, we are commanded to “Put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”   Not one sentence in that verse says, “If you want to” or “If you feel like it”.   These are imperative sentences commanding us to use these weapons to win the spiritual battles in our lives.  
	So what are the weapons and strategies that Christ has given us to win our fight against the enemy?    Let’s begin with 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 which says, “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”
	The choice to take your thoughts captive and make them obedient to Christ is one of the greatest weapons a Christian has in their arsenal.  
	One of the greatest tools the enemy uses against Christians is our own thoughts.   He places suggestions in our minds that cause us to be afraid, make us doubt God or tempt us to sin in a multitude of other areas.   As Christians, we need to learn to take our thoughts captive.   Rather than believing every idea that pops into our heads, we need to learn to analyze our thoughts and size them up against the truth found in the Bible.   
For instance, you may think, “God doesn’t care about me; look what He’s allowed to happen to me.”   That thought is an attack of the enemy.   As Christians, we need to capture that thought and hold it up to the light of truth.   
What does the Bible say?   The Bible says that God knows the number of hairs on my head.  (Matthew 10:30)  The Bible says that all things will work together for the good of those who love God.  (Romans 8:28)  After we recognize that a thought is a lie and an attack, we need to cast it down and stop dwelling on it.   Force yourself to dwell on the truth.    This is how you fight!
	Truth is another powerful weapon that God has given us in our fight against evil.  Kenny Luck says, “The more we live in the truth, the more freedom we experience with God and people.   The more we swallow the lies, the more slavery we experience in the flesh.”
	If I were to be completely honest, I have found truth to be the absolute most powerful weapon in a Christian’s arsenal.    Throughout my life, one of the biggest weapons Satan used against my family was lies and secrets, mostly because my Dad had many secrets while Jamie and I were growing up.   However, when I was in my twenties, the Holy Spirit began to shine His light of truth on all of my Dad’s lies.    For us, it was literally as the Scripture said, “The truth set us free.”  (John 8:32)   Finding out the truth set us free from the strongholds of lies, abuse, anger, and many other things that were holding us captive.   It was truth that completely revolutionized our lives.   
	John 8:44 says, (The devil) “was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him.   When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
  	Because Satan is the father of lies, the best way to defeat him is with the truth.   By living in truth and honesty with God, yourself, and others you are using the weapon of truth.    When you refuse to allow any lies or secrets to gain a foothold in your life, you are using the weapon of truth.    Truth is the light that shines into the darkness and scatters it.   It is a powerful weapon against Satan and all his dark ways.  
	Another powerful weapon is the blood of Jesus.  For Christians, Jesus’ blood represents forgiveness of sin and our entrance into an eternal relationship with God.  For Satan, the blood represents his defeat. Satan hates the blood of Jesus; therefore, we should use it as a weapon against him at all times---talking about it, singing about it, and praying about it, and reminding the devil that we’re victorious because of it.
	Other weapons that are available at our disposal are praying in Jesus’ name, quoting Scripture when you’re faced with an attack, listening to the Holy Spirit as He speaks to you through your conscience, praise and worship, completely surrendering yourself to the God, and living in obedience to Him.   
	Obviously, this is article is not meant to be a complete synopsis on spiritual warfare.   Our goal is simply to open your eyes and encourage you to ask yourself the question, “Am I choosing to fight or am I losing the battle?”  
	When I came under attack a few weeks ago, I chose not to fight and I was losing the battle.   Fortunately, that choice was short lived.   Through the conviction of the Holy Spirit while I was reading Kenny Luck’s book, I realized how wrong I’d been and I repented for disobeying God and not fighting.   In my time of prayer, I realized that much of the heartache and pain I suffered that week was my own fault because I allowed it.   When discouraging, threatening thoughts came against me I should have taken them captive.   I should have recognized that they were lies and forced my mind to think about the truth and speak the truth.   I should have quoted Scripture or filled my mind with praise and worship music.   I should have fought.  
	When the haunting, demonic dreams attacked at night, I should have pled the blood of Jesus over my house.  I could have turned praise and worship music softly on the radio or commanded that any evil spirits be gone in Jesus’ name.   I definitely shouldn’t have spent the whole next day dwelling on the dreams and letting them torment me.   I should have fought.  
	When God allowed another person to come against me in a vicious hurtful way, I should have recognized that I wasn’t fighting flesh and blood.   Rather than retaliating in anger, I should have seen that the enemy was using them and kept my peace.  Because I wasn’t using the spiritual weapons that were at my disposal, I lost the battle that week.   Thankfully, God’s mercies are new every morning, and after seeing my wrong choices and repenting, I have decided to abandon the path of the wimpy warrior and choose to fight.   
 Do discouraging thoughts still come my way when I’m exhausted or overstressed?   Yes, but I am choosing to take them captive and bring them into the light of the truth.   
Do I still have nightmares sometimes about some of the traumas I’ve been through?   Yeah, but I’m learning to wake myself up, plead the blood of Jesus, and remind myself that the dreams are distorted versions of the truth.    And more and more I am learning to let some things that happen with people go.   In fact, I just said to my brother the other day, “Did you notice how I didn’t let those comments that were meant to upset me cause an argument?”   Instead, I’m praying for the salvation of the person trying to hurt me.     In every situation, I am choosing to fight rather than be defeated.   And that choice is revolutionizing my life.  
	So what about you?   Have you made the choice to fight?   It is my prayer that this article will help you the way Kenny Luck’s book helped me.   I pray that it will redirect your focus as you go through your day to day battles.   Hopefully, this new perspective will make you ask yourself, “Why aren’t I fighting?  Why aren’t I using the weapons God has given me to gain victory rather than living in defeat?”   In your private time with the God ask Him,   “What struggles in my life are the result of spiritual battles?  How can I fight with my spiritual weapons rather than struggle in the flesh? “
   	Last month, we discussed the need to Be Strong and Courageous.   As God’s daughters, part of being strong and courageous means having the courage to engage in spiritual warfare using the weapons God has given to us.    We need to be women of courage who say, “I am not going to allow myself to be destroyed.   I am going to choose to fight and overcome the enemy by the power and blood of Jesus!”   By making this choice we will become Spiritual Women of Fire filled with the Holy Spirit and His courage!   As the senorita said, “It’s time to fight!”  	
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