	 Welcome to April!   This is my absolute favorite month of the year because we are finally beginning to see the first signs of spring.   I don’t know about you, but I’ve never had cabin fever like I did this winter.   By the end of January/beginning of February, I was finished with winter!  I couldn’t take any more snow, ice, or cold weather.   So I am more than ready to welcome spring!  Now each morning I get up and see my hyacinths peeking their heads through the ground and I think, “Spring is coming!”    I love it!
	Not only am I looking forward to spring, but this April we are celebrating Resurrection Day.   Recently, I came across a picture that read “Blessed Easter: On the third day Jesus resurrected from the dead.   Hope does Exist.”   
As soon as I read these words I was inspired and reminded of the true meaning of Easter.    Truly, it is because Jesus came to earth, died on the cross for our sins, and resurrected on the third day that we have any hope.   Through His death and resurrection each of us is offered salvation from our sins, deliverance from the bondage in our lives, and healing in our body, souls and spirits.   Because of His death and resurrection we are able to have a personal relationship with God and the hope of eternal life forever with Jesus!   Over 2000 years ago, everything changed on Resurrection Day.   Because of this day, we have hope for this life and all of eternity.   What a reason to celebrate!   
This month we are going to examine the events of Easter morning.  Specifically, we are going to look at the lives of the women involved in the Easter story.   In Luke 8:1-3 we are introduced to these women.   Let’s all read it together.  
“After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with Him, and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.”   
Most of us are familiar with the 12 disciples; however, few people realize that there was a group of godly women who were just as devoted to Jesus as the 12 disciples.   These women wholeheartedly believed that Jesus was the Messiah and they did all they could to help and support Him, including providing the financial support that Jesus and His disciples needed to carry on their ministry.    Unlike many who followed Jesus, these women didn’t abandon Jesus when times grew difficult.  They followed Him all the way to the cross.  
Matthew 27:55 says, “Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for His needs.  Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.”
We have to imagine that the day of Jesus’ crucifixion was the darkest day ever in the life of His followers.   Beyond the fact that they believed He was God’s Son, the fulfillment of prophecy, and the coming Messiah, Jesus’ followers were watching the heinous, torturous death of Someone they loved.   As the sky grew dark and the earth shook, their world was shaking, too.   Their hearts were broken as they lost Jesus.
Luke 23: 55-56 reads, “The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how His body was laid in it.  Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.”
It’s hard to think about what the day between the crucifixion and Sunday morning were like for these women.   It had to be a day filled with tears, grief, shock, and horror.  They had just witnesses the horrific, agonizing death of Someone they loved, esteemed, and regarded as the Messiah.   I’m sure sleep was impossible as the images of the previous day flashed through their minds intermixed with the good memories of times spent with Jesus.   They remembered Him teaching the people, lovingly welcoming the little children, and healing the sick.  Their grief must have been overwhelming!   Yet they prepared to do what they did best—as they’d taken care of Him in life they would prepare His body in death.   When the Sabbath was over, they would go to the tomb on their mission.  
Finally, dawn peaked through on Sunday morning.   The long Sabbath was over, and the women prepared to go to the tomb.  Luke 24:1-11 tells us their story.  
“On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; He has risen! Remember how He told you, while He was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” Then they remembered His words.   When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles.  But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.”
I find it fascinating and poignant that the first people God chose to hear the good news of Christ’s resurrection from the dead were the women who faithfully followed Him and supported Him while He was on earth!   Later, we read that the first person Jesus appeared to was Mary Magdalene.  
John 20:10-18, “Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
	“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put Him.”  At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”    Thinking He was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you have put Him, and I will get Him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.”  She turned toward Him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
Jesus said, “Do not hold on to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to My brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that He had said these things to her.”
Now I don’t know about you, but if I were God, I think I might have been tempted to make another choice.   If I were going to announce the greatest miracle in the history of the Universe, I would want to write it in the sky for the whole world to see.   “Death has lost it’s victory!   Jesus has risen!”  
Or maybe I might have started with the Roman government and announced, “You guys were wrong!   You crucified an innocent man!  Once more, He was no ordinary man—He is the Son of the Only True and Living God.   Guess what?   He’s alive!  Death couldn’t hold Him!   The King of kings and Lord of lords rose from the dead to rule and reign for all eternity!”   
Perhaps if I were Jesus I’d have chosen to show up in the middle of the Temple and scare the living daylights out of the religious rulers.   I’d want them to see that all their scheming and attempts at assassination were just a part of God’s plan.   Maybe I’d want to prove to the Sadducees that there is a resurrection from the dead.   For sure, I’d want them to know that their plans hadn’t worked, but Jesus had overcome and rose from the dead! 
Possibly I’d take a softer approach and make my first appearance to my Mom and my family—to comfort them and tell them I was okay.   Maybe I’d make my first appearance to the disciples.   
But God didn’t choose any of these people to be the first to hear the news of Jesus’ resurrection.   Instead, God chose to make the greatest announcement in history to a group of virtually unknown women who were fully committed to loving and serving Jesus.    Jesus made His first appearance in His resurrected body to a woman that many people would have written off as hopeless.   However, in Jesus, there is always hope.   
Before she met Jesus, Mary Magdalene wasn’t what anyone would call a success story.  I’d imagine most people saw her as a hopeless individual—too many demons, too many problems, too much sin.   What could be done? 
They looked at her the way we sometimes look at people.   We say, “Oh, that’s just Mary.   She’s always been that way.   She’ll always be that way.   Nobody knows what to do with her!”   
But that’s not what Jesus saw when He met her.   As He does with all of us, Jesus looked past Mary’s problems and into her soul.  When He looked into her soul, He saw the woman she was originally created to be.   He also saw the circumstances that damaged her soul and allowed entrance to the demons that were destroying her life.   
Still, Jesus didn’t stop there.  Because Jesus is God, He saw what He could do to change Mary and He saw the valuable treasure she could become for the kingdom of God.   Jesus offered her a new life, which Mary gladly received.   He offered her salvation from her sins, deliverance from the demons that were destroying her life, healing for the pain in her soul and mind, and a completely new life as a child of God.    Ultimately, Jesus offered her the opportunity to be the first evangelist in New Testament history when He told her to go tell the disciples that He was alive.   What a difference—from a demonically controlled woman to an evangelist all because of what Jesus did in her life.  This hope is what Jesus offers to every person who will come to Him and accept Him as their Savior and Lord.  
This is the true miracle of Easter and reason that there is hope for every woman on the planet.  Like He did with Mary, when Jesus looks at you, He sees a woman He loves.   As He did with Mary, He doesn’t just look at the outward finished product.   
When Jesus met Mary He didn’t just see a woman possessed with 7 demons.   He saw a woman who had experienced something traumatic that had allowed those demons to enter her.   Obviously, we don’t know what happened to her.   Perhaps she was abused as a child or she was treated poorly in a relationship.   Maybe she dabbled in the occult or chose to participate in sin that allowed these demons to enter.   We don’t know.  
In the same way, I don’t know what caused the pain and brokenness that is inside of you.   However, I do know one thing.  No matter who or what is responsible for damaging your soul, Jesus wants to heal you.   Yes, He knows about your issues and your sin, but that’s not all He knows.   He knows why you are the way you are.   He wants to offer you the same new life that He offered to Mary.   He can give you hope—a chance to start over again.  
The first thing that Jesus wants to offer you is salvation from your sins.   When you think about it, that’s what we are celebrating this Easter.  Jesus died on the cross for the sins of the world.    
The Bible says that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. (Romans 3:23)  This sin has separated us from God.    In ourselves, there’s nothing that we can do to make our relationship with God right again.   That’s why Jesus came to earth.   
Because He is God, He never sinned.   Because He is sinless, He was able to take the punishment of death that we deserve.   It’s not that God doesn’t know we sinned or He’s overlooking our sin.   No, Jesus took the punishment for our sin.   Because He took our punishment, our sins can be forgiven.   We can experience salvation, we can enter into a personal relationship with God, and we are given the hope of eternal life in Heaven.  
But that isn’t all Jesus wants to do to help you.   After all, He did more for Mary.   He didn’t just forgive her sins and offer her the hope of eternal life.  He changed her life here on earth.   Jesus is offering you the same thing—hope for a better life on earth.   He wants to heal the pain and the damage inside of your mind, soul, and spirit, and He wants to deliver you from any demonic influences or generational iniquities from your past that are controlling your present and seeking to destroy your future.   
I know some people hear this and say, “Why can’t God love me the way I am?”  Well, the answer is that God does love you the way you are.   In fact, He loves you too much to let you stay that way.  Honestly, what parent could look at a child with a broken arm and a dislocated leg, crying and in pain and say, “Oh honey, I accept you just the way you are, I’m not going to do anything to try to help you.”?   That’s not love!   That’s cruel!  A loving parent would help their child and take them to the doctor.  They would do everything they could to help the child heal, be free from pain, and be able to live life normally.   That’s love!  
Recently, I went through a back injury.  When I went into the doctor’s office, I didn’t want him to say, “Hey, Adessa, don’t worry about it.   I like you just the way you are so I’m not going to realign your spine so you can stand up straight.”   Truthfully, that’s not what I wanted to hear.   I wanted him to make the pain stop!   
That’s what Jesus wants to do for every woman who comes to Him with a broken heart, damaged mind, or wounded spirit.   He wants to bring healing, health, and wholeness.   
All of us, no matter who we are, have souls that are damaged in one way or another.   For better or for worse, the circumstances and people in our lives affect our souls, our self-images, our minds, and our views of life.    Many women are carrying the scars from damage their souls received when they were little girls or teenagers.   Other women’s souls were wounded in bad relationships.   Some have experienced disappointments or heartaches.   Others made choices that were wrong and caused damage to their own souls.   No matter how we acquired the damage, the  damage accumulates and affects who we are.   Eventually, the damage to our mind, soul and personality keeps us from the purposes God designed for us.  That’s why Jesus wants to heal the damage in your mind and soul from your past.   
He wants to help you overcome the unforgiveness and bitterness that are destroying you—not because He thinks the other person was right—but because He knows these things are killing your soul and He wants you to be free.  
 Jesus wants to set you free from your tendency toward accepting abuse or allowing yourself to be treated badly. 
He wants to deliver you from your hot temper or your anger issues.   As He did for Mary, He wants to begin the process of changing you and making you into a holy, healthy woman capable of being all God intended you to be. 
Isaiah 53 says it this way, “But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on Him, and by His wounds we are healed.”  This promise doesn’t just apply to physical healing, but it applies to healing in our minds, souls, and emotions.   
Along with healing you and delivering you, Jesus wants to teach you to live a new way.   Again, we see that Mary wasn’t just saved and delivered from demons, but her entire way of life changed.  Whatever her life was before, she now had a new life as a follower of Christ.   The same is possible for every woman when she comes to know Jesus as her Savior.   
As Jesus heals your heart and mind, and as you spend time with Him in prayer and Bible reading, you will begin to learn how to live in God’s kingdom.   The Holy Spirit will lead and guide you and teach you how God’s kingdom principles can be applied to each and every area of your life.   When you commit yourself to living by God’s ways, you, too, will experience change. 
Every day, the Holy Spirit will help you apply God’s principles to your life.  If you choose to obey God’s principles, you will start to see that your life is different.    You, yourself will change.  With every hurt you allow God to heal and every choice you make to follow God’s ways rather than sinful ways, you will be one step closer to becoming the strong, capable, spiritually-healthy woman God designed you to be.  That’s what He did for Mary, and He wants to do the same thing for you.  
That is the heart of all women’s ministry.   Jesus loves women.   He loves them so much that He wants to offer them a place in His kingdom just as He did Mary and the other women who went to the tomb.  
For each of His daughters, God has a unique plan and purpose.   When He looks at you He sees beyond what other people see, and He sees into your heart.   He knew you from the time you were a baby inside of your mom.   He watched you grow up.   He laughed when you laughed and He cried when you cried.   He knows every circumstance or person you’ve ever encountered in life.   He’s seen you win great victories and overcome difficult obstacles just to get to where you are today.   
He knows the choices you’ve made—good and bad.   He knows all about the sins that are in your life, the pain that is in your heart, and the damage that is in your soul.    If we’re honest, we know that even the most religious, perfect-appearing woman among us has struggles and issues inside.  Jesus knows everything about you and He still loves you.   
Today, He is reaching out to you saying, “Come to Me and accept the help I want to give you.   Because of what I did at Calvary I can give you forgiveness for your sins.   Because of the blood I shed, I can offer you healing for your body, soul, mind, and spirit and deliverance from all the sins, demons, and generational iniquities that hold you captive.  Please, come to Me and let Me help you.   Let Me change you.   Allow Me the opportunity to heal your soul.  
Yes, it may hurt.   Yes, it may not always be easy, but what healing is?   Would you really avoid going to a doctor with a broken arm just because it might hurt having the arm put in a cast?   No, you wouldn’t.   I’m the same way.   Trust Me.   Everything I do is for your good.  
I want to do the same miracle inside of you that I did inside of Mary Magdalene.   I want to offer you a new life, free from all the things that are holding you captive.    As I am healing each issue, I will be right there walking beside you, holding you and making you healthy again.   Please, allow Me to do with you what I did with Mary.  Let me offer you a new life and a new hope.  I know what I have planned for you.   I know what I designed you to be.  I want you to be a strong, productive, capable woman that I can use in My Kingdom.”  
That is the heart of Jesus reaching out to each one of us, offering us the hope of a new life of freedom and spiritual health in Him.     Just as everything changed on Easter, over 2000 years ago, so your life can be completely changed this Easter.   
Because of Jesus, there is hope—hope for salvation, hope for a new life, and hope for eternity.   The question is, “Will you, like Mary Magdalene, accept Jesus’ offer of hope and submit your life completely to Him?”   For her, answering “Yes” meant freedom from the past, change in the present, and a hope for the future.   The same can be true for you.   
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