DO YOU WANT TO MARRY A PRINCE OR A FROG?
			WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR IN A MAN?
				XERXES AND MORDECAI
		
	This article is meant to serve as a reality check.     As women, we all dream of getting married.     We imagine the proposal, the ring and the wedding.  But do we spend enough time getting to know the man?    This series of articles is meant to encourage women to look for a husband who loves Jesus and has His character traits.   To do this, we will be studying men in the Bible.   Some men will have bad character traits.   Take these lessons to heart and don’t settle for any man who resembles them.   Other men will exemplify things we should be looking for in a husband.     If you are already married, take these lessons and teach your daughters, encouraging them to wait for a godly man with righteous character traits.    This article is meant warn you of impending danger and  make you think before you make a commitment that will last a lifetime.   
	The first man we are going to study is Xerxes.     If you could talk to any of the women in his life, they would agree that he is NOT the kind of man that you want to marry.  Even though  he was the king of a great empire, Xerxes was a very irresponsible man.     Throughout the book of Esther, we read that Xerxes was always passing his responsibilities off to someone else.   What was he doing while someone else was running the kingdom?    Xerxes liked to drink and party with his friends.    The combination of alcohol, addiction to play, and a lack of responsibility made Xerxes a very bad husband.  Let’s take a closer look.   
	The first time we meet Xerses he is throwing a week long  party for all of his nobles.    After 7 days of drinking and feasting, Xerxes called for Queen Vashti to appear before the crowd of intoxicated men so they could see her beauty.     Sounds like a safe, dignified  environment doesn’t it?     When she refused, Xerxes was furious!   How could she defy him and embarrass him in front of all these other men?      
	Full of anger and alcohol, Xerxes wasn’t sure how to respond to Vashti.     He looked for someone else to tell him what to do.   Who did he turn to for advice?    The other men he had been partying with that week.   These are the fools that Xerxes allows to determine the fate of his wife.    What a jerk!      He doesn’t care about her.   He’s concerned about looking like a man in front of his peers.    Taking their advice, he banishes Queen Vashti.    It wasn’t until his anger and the alcohol subsided that he realized what he’d done.     
	Realizing what happened, Xerxes again asked other people what to do.    Notice, this man never takes responsibility for his own actions nor tries to solves his own problems.   He is always giving his responsibilities to someone else to handle.      His advisors came up with the new plan for how to get a new queen for Xerxes.    A harem of women would be picked for him and he would choose.    Then he goes back to his own life.    The Bible is clear that Esther hardly ever sees him.    As much as 30 days passed, and Esther had no contact with her husband.    Who did Xerxes spend his time with?   Mostly, Haman, his advisor.   
	 Haman was the perfect advisor for Xerxes.    He loved power and was happy to make Xerxes decisions for him.    As long as Haman was around, Xerxes could go on being irresponsible.    The problem was that Haman was making disasterous decisions in the king’s name.     Because he was so irresponsible, Xerxes never investigated whether Haman was telling him the truth or doing what was best for the kingdom.     Whatever Haman thought was best was alright with him.   But Haman was an evil man plotting to kill thousands of people–including Queen Esther.    King Xerxes was totally oblivious.   
	It was Esther’s uncle Mordecai who brought Haman’s evil plan to Queen Esther’s attention.    Now there was a good man.    Mordecai was the polar opposite of Xerxes.   Instead of running from responsibility, Mordecai embraced it.     In a tough situation, Mordecai could think on his feet and give direction to other people.     Mordecai loved God and dedicated his life to following God’s Laws.    He was a man you could count on to do the right thing and help in a crisis.   When he heard about Haman’s plot, he went to Queen Esther and told her how she could save her people.    
	How did Esther tell the king about Haman’s plan?   She invited him and his friend, Haman to a party.    Of course, he accepted.   Xerxes loved to party.   What a horrible commentary on a man, his wife couldn’t come to him for help with a life or death problem.   She had to invite him to a party, and then present him with the problem.    Even after he knew about the problem and was furious with Haman, Xerxes still didn’t handle the problem.   He told Esther and Mordecai to do whatever they thought was best.    Xerxes never abandoned his party lifestyle and embraced responsibility.    This is not the type of man that you want to marry.  
	Fortunately, we are all blessed with an opportunity that Vashti and Esther did not have.  We can choose who we marry.   We can choose to avoid men who are addicted to alcohol, addicted to play, and opposed to responsibility.    Look at his behavior now.   Let’s start with the obvious.    Do not marry or even date a man who drinks.    If he likes alcohol, run!    Even if he is just a casual, social drinker, don’t accept it.   There is never any reason to be intoxicated.    The fun, social drinker that you date could turn out to be the alcoholic that you marry.      Any woman who has been married to an alcoholic would tell you this is not a life that you want. 
	That’s the easy one to identify.   Xerxes’ other character flaws will take a little more investigating.     No woman wants to marry a man who hates responsibility and loves play like Xerxes did.      Marrying a man like this will lead to a very hard, lonely life.    If a man  chooses play over responsibility now, that won’t change when he gets married.   It isn’t something that will change with his circumstances.    It is a character flaw.    If he chooses his friends over you now, he will choose them later.    If  his hobbies, his sporting events, his entertainment are his #1 priority while you are dating, that will only increase after you are married.   I have seen it over and over again.    
	The men in my family were like this.   Although my Dad had a good job and didn’t drink,  he did set his hobbies and activities as a top priority.    Nothing came before his personal time hunting, golfing, and playing.      Money went to his play before anything else.   My Mom’s needs, emotional and financial, took second place to his activities.   It was a generational character trait that was passed down from generation to generation.     It was very hard on their wives and their families.    While the men were playing, the women had to handle all of the grown up responsibility.    They had to solve problems on their own and then get their husbands to agree to the solutions.      Women who are married to men who avoid responsibility and love play have hard, lonely lives.   My Mom says it’s like being married to a bachelor.   That’s why it’s so important to really look at a man before you get married and see how he handles responsibility.    
	I know that as women we feel with our hearts first and then think, but I’m asking you to put your emotions and needs aside and ask these questions before you get involved with a man.     Is he a responsible person?   Study his personal life.    Does he think it is his responsibility to help his family–his parents, his siblings, his grandparents?  Does he enjoy helping people or is it  a hassle to him?    Is he responsible at his job?    Does he like his job?   Do new responsibilities challenge him or does he try to avoid them?   What are his goals?   Do his family and friends talk about how responsible he is or what a goof off he is?   
	How does he handle his money?    Does he have debt?    Does he pay his bills on time?    Does he invest his money in things of value like an education, a house and a savings account or does he spend it all on play and toys?     Does he take care of his possessions?   Does he use his money to help other people?   Does he like giving gifts or is he stingy and selfish?      
	Does he openly talk about money or is he deceptive about it?    In fact, before you get married you should have an honest conversation about your salaries, your debts, and your current budgets.   Then the two of you should plan your married budget.   While we’re on the topic of money, ask him if he expects you to work after you have children or if he is planning to carry the financial responsibility for the family.    Talk about this before you are married.   If he is irresponsible, you will not have the option of staying home and raising your children.    This is something you want to know ahead of time
	What about his friends?   You need to spend time with him and his friends.   Get to know them.   Find out how he acts when he’s with them.   Do you like his friends?   If you don’t like his friends, you aren’t going to like him.   The Bible says that you become like the people you are friends with and that the evil corrupts the good.   So if you don’t like his friends and their activities, you are not going to like him.    Don’t believe the myth of   “I’ll change him, he’ll be different with me.”   It’s the biggest lie on earth.   You can’t change anyone.   Only God can change a heart, and He can only do it if the man wants to change.   If he doesn’t want to change to please God, than he won’t change for you.   
	  Watch how he spends his time.    Do his hobbies and activities come first in his life?    Is he dedicated to his time with the guys?    Is he leaving his bachelor ways behind and developing activities with you?    Is a relationship with God a priority in his life?  Are you a priority in his life?
Does he talk to you?   Does he discuss serious issues with you and include you in his life decisions?   When you ask a serious question, does he answer it or try to avoid it?   If he doesn’t communicate with you now, he never will.   You will end up living separate lives like Xerxes and his wives.    
	Another important area to look at is how does he handle a crisis situation?   Remember, Xerxes could not handle a crisis, he always made someone else solve his problems for him.   If you marry a man like this, you will be handling every crisis on your own for the rest of your life.    Watch how he reacts to difficulties.   Can others rely on him or do they have to carry him through?   Can you live with a man who handles life the way he does?    
	These are all important red flags that should not be ignored.   You don’t want to end up married to Xerxes.  You want to marry a man who embraces responsibility like Mordecai.    He wasn’t afraid to take in his young niece when she was orphaned.    He accepted the responsibility and raised her like she was his own daughter.    When he heard about the plot to assassinate the king, he wasn’t afraid of the repercussions.   Instead, he reported it.    In the greatest challenge of his life, the threat of his people being annihilated, Mordecai took the initiative and did what he had to do to see that his people were saved.    In the end, God rewarded him by making him Xerxes chief advisor, responsible for the entire kingdom.    Mordecai could handle serious responsibility.    He wasn’t addicted to play or alcohol.   He was a good, solid responsible man.   That’s the kind of man that a woman wants to marry.    He’s a man worth waiting for.   
	In the book of Esther, we are presented with 2 entirely different men.    
	Mordecai					Xerxes
1.	He had character and strength.  	1.  He was helpless and co-dependant on others.  
2.	He took life seriously and 		2.  Avoided problems and lived a carefree life.
	handled problems.
3.	Protected people, especially his 	3.  Didn’t care about anyone but himself
	family, Esther.
4.	God was at the center of his life. 	4.  Xerxes was the center of his own life.
5.	Mordecai prayed. 			5.  Xerxes partied. 
6.	Lived by God’s principles and 	6.  Listened to the group and followed them.
	standards. 
7.	Not afraid of responsibility & work	7.  Left the work and decisions to others 
8.	He respected women and treated 	8.  Used women for his own pleasures. 
	them with dignity.   He saw their 
	godly worth.     	
	There was no security being married to Xerxes.   Vashti was banished and Esther was afraid of him.    You do not want to live with this kind of insecurity and fear all of your life.   So before you give your heart away, don’t be afraid to look at the character traits of the man you are going to marry.    If he is a Xerxes–run!   God wants His daughters to be loved, feel secure and valued.     Pray and ask God to bring a man into your life who will treat you the way God wants you to be treated.   
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